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INTRODUCTION

JohnCarlyle’slarge,imposinghousein Alexandria,Virginia, standsastestimonyto

man of wealth and positionin mid-eighteenthcentury America. It is proof in stone
thatwhatwould later be known asthe Americandreamwasa reality, evenbeforethe
time of the revolution.An energeticnanof modestmeanscould makehis fortunein

theland of opportunitythen,aswell asnow, andCarlyle provedit.

Thoughhis househasstoodfirm for over 250 years,very little wasknown of the life

of John Carlyle until comparativelyrecently, when a bundle of his letters was
discoveredn a countryhouseby the shoresof Loch Fynein Scotland.Theseletters
arenow in the safekeepingof the Virginia Historical Society.Their discoveryamong
the belongingsof one of the descendantdohnCarlyle’s brother,George ,shedslight

on both his personaland businesdife, revealinga manof warmthandloyalty in his
privatelife, andgreatenthusiasnin his businessffairs.

The letterswritten in the immediateaftermathof his father’'s deathin 1744 tell of
JohnCarlyle’swork in helpingto wind up the estatefor his elder brother,who was
executorof the will. His father,William Carlyle,hadbeena successfuapothecaryn
the city of Carlislein Cumberlandthe northernmostountyin the westof England.
Underthetermsof thatwill thebulk of William Carlyle’s estatewentto George after
provisionhadbeenmadefor his widowed mother.John’sinheritancewasto be £300
to be paidto him only after his motherdied.

Georgehad receiveda university educationat Leiden, in Holland, and returnedto
Englandto take up the postof family dodor in Kendal,southof Carlisle.He married
Dorothy DacreApplebyin 1751 andsettleddown to marriedlife, later moving back
to Carlislewith his family.

Johnlackedhis elderbrother'seducationBy modernstandardshis spellingremained
eccentricthroughouthis life, whereasGeorge’scorrespondsmuch more closely to

twentyfirst centuryexpectationsHe alsolackedGeorge’sinheritedcapital, but these
disadvantageseemto have spurredan ambition to improve himself socially and
financially, in both of which he succeedeéxtremelywell. To beginwith, hehadbeen
apprenticedto William Hicks, merchantof Whitehaven,a port on the coast of

CumberlandAn earlylink betweenWhitehavenandVirginia wasthe burial thereof

GeorgeWashington'ggrandmotherMildred WarnerWashingtonijn 1701.

Whitehavernhadlong thrived on tradewith Ireland.However,aboutthe year1675,a
local seacaptainhadfirst broughtbacka cargoof tobaccofrom Virginia anda new
era dawnedfor the port. By 1740, when John Carlyle was agedtwenty, over 4.4
million poundsof tobaccowaspassinghroughWhitehaverannually.This constituted
20%to 25% of thetotal tobaccaoimportsfor the whole of Englandat thattime. By the
time of Carlyle’sdeathin 1780,Whitehavernwassecondnly to the port of Londonin

thetonnageof goodsit handled.

Naturally, asan enterprisingmerchantWilliam Hicks wasengagedn tradewith the
American Coloniesand young Johnwould make the hazardougourney acrossthe



Atlantic acting as his agent.It was reckonedthat a roundtrip to and from Virginia

could take as long as twelve months,and traderswere in no hurry to endurethe
arduousvoyagebackhometoo soonafterarriving in the Colonies.During his time in

Virginia, therefore,the young adventurercameto know many amongthe landed
classesvho usedtheir estatego farm the very productsthat William Hicks wantedto

import to England.Young John clearly possesse@ good businesshead.He made
friendseasilyamonghis socialsuperiorsandhe eventudly speaksn his lettersof his
courtshipandadvantageousiarriageto SarahFairfax,daughteof William Fairfax of

Belvoir, Virginia, andcousinof Lord ThomasFairfaxwho wasby far the largestland
ownerin Virginia atthetime.

Otherfriendsandaaquaintancescludedthe youthful GeorgeWashingtona manyet
to make his mark on history, and RobertDinwiddie the Governorof Virginia, who
enrolled Carlyle in his efforts to keep the Frencharmy from encroachingon the
Colony,asthis correspondenceslates.

Buying up land at a rate that must have astonishedhis brother back home, John
quickly developedusinessnterestsof his own, quite apartfrom what he wasdoing
for William Hicks, and he eventually felt sufficiently establishedto sever the
connetion with his employeraltogether By the time he reachedhis early thirties he
hadbecomea foundingtrusteeof the newtown of Alexandriaon the PotomadRiver,
ownednumerousslavesthousandsf acresof farmland,andin 1752built for himself
andhis wife of five yearsthe largesthousein town; the only oneat thattime madeof
stoneratherthanwood. But his correspondencwiill tell the restof the story with far
greaterimmediacythanany commentator.

His life wasnotwithout personatragedywhich wasat its greatestn the deathsof his

wife Sally, his secondwife Sybil West,and sevenof his ten children. Johnhimself
suffered iliness following a nervousbreakdown,apparentlybrought on by sheer
pressureof work during his time askeeperof staresto the militia at the beginningof

the Frenchindian War of 175463. His healthremainedconsiderablyweakerfrom

thattime onwardsandhe neverreally recoverechis old energy.

John died aged sixty and was buried in the graveyardat the rear of the old
PresbyteriarChurchin Alexandria.His graveis markedwith a stoneslablying on
four short pillars, and a metal plate informs the visitor of the identity of the man
buriedthere thoughit is hisletterswhich bring to life the sortof persorhewas.

JohnCarlyle’s correspondencehowshow, whennot concernedwith his family and
businessaffairs, he took a keeninterestand an active partin the socialand political

life of hisday.| hopethat, by annotatinghis family letters,| havebeenableto deepen
the understandin@f the readerinto someof the people,placesand circumstancesf

mid eighteentlcenturyAmericaandBritain, astheyarementionedn thesepages.

JohnF. Carlyle
Birmingham,England
March2011
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Left: Col. JohnCarlyle

Right JohnCarlyle’sbrother,
Dr. GeorgeCarlyle
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To Doct Carlyle, Physicianat Kendaf*
CarlisleAug' 10" 1744

D' Sir,

| seeyoursto my Motherand am Glad you Recé No harm by the Rain, | had not
Muchbut In my Returnhomel Got a Dang fall from my horsebut (Thanksbeto God
| wasno worse)he fell himselfand Cut his Mouth & hurt himself muchl went over
his headAbove ThreeYards— | havebeenvery busieln Gettingthe GoodsPacK Up
Mr. Graham had Businessof his own that he Lent melittle help. it hasdetainedme
heretil nowbut! intendfor Pagastlé thisday, Y" partof the Goodsasmy Fatherhad
Chargedthem in a List in Mr. Grahamshand (which is 500pc More than Mr
EwebanksCharges & | think mustbe very Dear) Will Amountto 13£ stergAnd Mr
Grahamsls £50 sterling In All £25 — Mr GrahamSays for this 50£ he will take
medcins out of yr Shop so the whole Acoo' Is betwixt You & me this Methodwill
take a greatpart of y' Drugsof [off] yr hands,and Mr. Ewebank(who was here on
Tuesday)SaysMr. Wm. Ponsonbywho Servedhis Apprenticeshimt W'havenTo Mr.
Blencow is Comehg downto Settle at Workingtor? or Egemond Wil wanta Lot of
Materials,| Will Makelnquiries& shalGet a Letterto him aboutYour Lot & purhaps

! Kendalis a markettown in the countyof Westmorlandnow partof Cumbria),lying about40 miles
southof Carlisle.

2 This letter waswritten by JohnCarlyle to his brotheronly six weeksafter the deathof their father,
William Carlyle, apothecaryin Carlisle His deathoccurredon the 3 July and he was buried at St.

Cuthbert’'sChurchin the city. Georgewas appointedhis father’s executor,but clearly Johnwasvery
activein helpinghim with someof the practicalitiesinvolved. The letteris concernedvith the settling
of outstandingdebts and the winding up of his affairs. [William Carlyle, will 239 March 1743,
CumbriaRecordOffice, Carlisle,Probates 744,fol. 201.]

® Thereare two Grahamsmentionedin this letter. The first is probably John Graham who was an
apothecaryand surgeonin Carlide andmayorof the city (1746:47). He died 25" Junel757,aged48.

The seconds Gabriel Grahamwho may havebeenthe Gabriel Graham,a butcher who died aged66

and was buried at St. Cuthbert’s, Carlisle in March 1769. [Margaret J. Ferguson(ed.), The
Monumentalnscriptionsin the Church& Churchyardof S. Cuthbert,Carlisle (Carlisle 1889),pp. 24,

90& 128.]

* Papcastlés nowadaysa suburblying to the westof Cockermouttabouttwentyfive miles southwest
of Carlisleontheroadto Whitehaven.

® A noticein the deathscolumnof the CumberlandChronicleof the 17" May 1777reads“Last Wed at
Egremont,in an advancedage’, Mrs Blencowe,widow of the late Mr PeterBlencowe,sumgeon of

Whitehaven."The ParishRegisterof Whitehavennotesthat a PeterBlencow, sonof Henry and Jane
Blencow,wasbaptizedthereon the 20" June1717.

® Workingtonis a coastatown eightmilesnorth of Whitehaven.

" Egremonts a smallinlandtown five milessouthof Whitehaven



he may take them - Dr. Douglas hasbeenwith my motherto Get Johnlrving of
atchinsonbanks® ac@' & tha moneywill be got my motherhasGot W™ Henderson
to draw the ac®' out alsothe Lady Wamphreys® for Mr. RoH Irving he alsowants
the Laird of Bonshay¥’ Bond or Note and he will get you the Accd' Settled, My
Mother Desiresyou to sendword whereit is that She may ge&t it for him - | have
Settledwith Rod Bennet & haveallowd him 18/ for Six Chairsmadealso 14s/6d p*
Since last Settlementin moneywhich made£2.9s.6dDue you lag Whitsontide &
havetakenhis Note on Mr Mayor for 2 [pagetorn] which Mr. Mayor haspromisedto
Stop for you andthe Nine Shillings is for the [pagetorn] Chairsunfinished’ | hope
this wil meetwith Y" Approbationasit is the best[pagetorn] Could get donewith
him, - As My Goodsare now Pack Up and Clear my mother Intendsto Get W™
Hendersorto go thro’ the ShopNext Weekanddo In Every thing asyou desire— As
SoonasMr Grahamknowswhat Goodsareleft hewil takehis £10 worth out. — Gall
GrahamhasbeenSpeaK About the Housesif you were Inclined to Sell them| told
him you woud Sell or Let Justasyou sawto Y" Advantage? | do not know what |
canAdd furtherbut thatmy motH Joynswith mein our Love to you andall Friends&
| amYour affectionetBroth’ —

JohnCarlyle

8 JCcouldbe referringto AitchisonsBank which is a farm lying abouta mile north of Gretnaon the
EnglishScottishborder.

® Thereis no surnameof Wamphreyor Wamphray.JC may be referring to the wife of the Laird of
Wanphray,Dumfriesshire ScotlandIn 1744Wamphraywasownedby a CaptainJameslohnstorwho
diedunmarriedthe following year.Lady Wamphraywas, therefore perhapshis motherlsobel,widow
of RobertJohnstorof Wamphraywho haddiedin 1733.Wamphraylies between_ockerbieandMoffat
in Dumfriesshire.

10 “Bonshay. JC may actually have meant ‘Bonshaw’, the home of the Irvings of Bonshawin
Dumfriesshireaboutfour miles eastof the old Carlylefamily homeof Limekilns.

™ The British systemof currencyuntil 1971 was madeup of pounds,shillings, and pence.Twelve
pencewereworth one shilling, and twenty shillings were worth one pound. Thuswhen JC speaksof
£2.9s.6dhe meanttwo pounds,nine shillings and six pence.The ‘d’ was a hangoverfrom the
mediaevalseof the Latin ‘denarius’ meaningpenny.Valuesof lessthana poundwerewritten with a
strokebetweenthe shillings and the pence thus 14s/6d,more normally renderedsimply as 14/6, was
fourteenshillingsandsix pence A valuein shillingsonly, with no pence retainedthe stroke,so 18/ or
18~ meantsimply eighteenshillings. Though this may all seemcomplicatedto thosewho use a
decimalcurrencysystemtoday,it was,in fact, quite easyto usein practiceonceyou wereaccustomed
toit.

12 As the elder son, GeorgeCarlyle inheritedhis father’s estate (hencethe earlierreferencego ‘your
shop’and‘your drugs’) after provisionhadbeenmadefor William’s widow anda £300bequesimade
to JC, which clearlyincludeda numberof housesn or nearCarlisle.[William Carlyle,will 23° March
1743,CumbriaRecordOffice, Carlisle,Probated 744,fol. 201.]



Above:Whitehaverfrom an 1815engravingoasedon an 1808pencildrawingby Joseph

FarringtonR. A. from Harry Fancy’sAn Outline History of WhitehaverPublishedoy the
CopelandoroughCouncil,1996.

Below: An aerialview of Whitehavertoday,showinghowit is still dominate by its harbour,
from which JohnCarlyleleft for Virginia.




[From JC’s mother,RachelCarlyle, to her son,Dr. GeorgeCarlyle]

DearSon,

| recvedyoursboth by Mr. SourbyandMr. Airey And am glad to hearof your and

your Brothershalth and that he is not yet gone having had no letersfrom him last

wicke | havebeenundergreatconserraboutehim andam soreyto hearthatyou have
lost theworthy Mr. Culbartsbut yourlosewill be his gane As for dardaré® | havelet

it all to RobertShouellwith his difarenehe is to gave the samerante but | wase
obledhedo promeishim 20 shilingsfor 20 carful of leime heleiding it him salefto be

lode early uponthe groundwhich I thoughtbeterthengavingdounin monnythis is

the bastl could makeof him after A thousandwordsit is only A verbal agrement
beforlard seualewhich he broughtwith him he hathnotfixed theterm of yearstill the

Artkele be dranwhich nednotbe till you com overeif you think fit | had no other
oferesbut himselef so you may let me have your thoughtsabouteit 1 have non

ingerying yet aboutthe houesthosepepelhavetakenthat they wer aboutwhenyou

wer hearBrother Fantonwasehearand| let him seeathe nots over askewhich he

sayshewill deliversomway or otherbutbeforhe cando anithingyou mustwrite him

somthinglike A laterof aturniyto

[ona separatescrap...] call for theml would haveyou.... can[missing
| amdearson

Your Affackned[missing

RachellC[missing

NoV' 4,1744

13 Durdaris avillage on the edgeof Carlisle,about3 milessouthfrom thecity centre.



To Doct Carlyle, Physicianat Kendal
PerTheHudsort* CaptGilpin in 2 DC

Virginia Fely®. 20" 1745/6

Dr Sir

| Was much Disappointedby Not Receiveingany Letterfrom you, but am now told
The Reason,which was In my Cockermouth] Chestin Which was Y' letter was
cari'd on b* a Man of War So have Never Got Y' Letter, which Give me Great

uneasinesasit Left mein doubtasto Y' & my D" Mothershealth-

This now Comesby the Hudsonon boardof which Ship ComesMy Good freind [sic]

M Jrf Daltor’® by whomel have Sentyou a Stone that was takenout of the Guts
called the manyfold of a Dear, it was much more beautifulwhen! hadit first than
now | am Sureits True thatit CameOut of that place the manl hadit from is aVery
honestman& hewill take his Oath of it, | Also haveSentYou a P of Indian Boots
that belond' to one of the Kings. within this 12 monththey Usethemwhenthey Go
upon any Journeyor Grand Expedition, Also | have Sent Some few fine Bright
Christel StonesthatarefoundIn SpringsHereAbouts,| desireY' acceptancef them
& If anymoreof themor anything Elsethatthis ColoneyAfordsl will readilygetit, |

had Got you someflowers of Sasafrasdut they are Spoiledby Keepingl hopeNext
yr to Get you Some better,| had a presentmade me last y Week of a Learge
Buffalow Cow which If | could get homewould be worth y" Seeing- | havebeenfor
Sometime Uneagy on Y' & my mothersAcco' for fear of this Disturberthe Young

Chevaliet®, | hopebeforethis he hasGot his quietesswe are In GreatUneasiness

% The Hudsonwasa vesselbelongingto William Hicks, merctantof Whitehaven(q.v., page.6, note
18), which crossedhe Atlantic with his cargoespften alsocarryinglettersbetwesn JohnCarlyle and
his family.

1> JC would form a very closebusinesselationshipwith JohnDaltonin the yearsto come frequently
enteringpartnershipsvith him, from time to time, to accomplishsomeparticularventureor other.The
nameof Carlyle & Dalton becamewell known in Alexandriaassellersof rum andsugaramongother
things. [JamesMunson, Col’° John Carlyle, Gent. (NVPA 198), p. 14.] JC also formed a business
partnershipwith another Alexandria merchant,Robert Adam. Among those they traded with was
George Washington,see contractto buy his wheat dated 18" January1763. [George Washington
Papersat the Library of Congress1741-1799:Series4. GeneralCorrespondencd.6971799]

16 A referenceto Bonnie Prince Charlie whosefailed ventureto recoverthe Crown of Scotlandand
Englandhadtakenplacein 1745.Most of Englandwasterrified of the Prince’shighlandarmy, evento
the extent of believing rumoursthat they ate children. On his march from Scotlandsouth towards
London, the Princeand his apparentlyfearsomearmy arrived at the outskirtsof Carlisle on the 10"



here About it pray miss No Opportunityof Letting me hearefrom you About it We
haveNothing of Newsto let you heareoff here, only the IndianshavebeenTampered

with by the Frenchbut we hopeto no Effect. Still We arepreparingo beon ourguard

| haveThe pleasurego tell you thatl amin hopesto Get my Affairs madeUp Soon
now & Shall Gethomeas SoonAs possible,tho If it wasnot Upon Your & my D'
Mothers Accot | Neverwou'd SeeEnglandAgain, | Shall Now Concludewith my
Serviceto Mr. Shepher& All our GoodFriendsatKendal & Thatl Everam—

Dr Sir

Y' AffectionatBrother&

Hum® Sef.

JohnCarlyle

P.S. | amOblidgedto Write this Almostin the Dark. Mr. Dalton & | haveingmuchto
doandlLittle timeto doit In Thereforel hopeyou | Excusefaultsin Y™ While
JnoCarlyle

P.S. Sincethe Writing the Abovel haveMeetwith The Indiars TreateydonelLately
& printedIn Virginia the Sightof Which maydevertyou a little —*’

Novemberanddemandedhe surrendeof thecity. Theinhabitantgreparedor a siegeexpectingrelief
from GeneralWade’sEnglishforcesin Newcastle sixty milesto the east.Whenthey learnedthat no
suchhelpwasto be forthcomingthe defenderssurrenderedndthe princeenteredCarlisleon the 15",
Charks left the city on the 218" Novemberand movedfurther south, arriving at Kendal on the 23°
wherehe stayedfor two daysat StricklandHouse ,ownedby JusticeThomasShepherdandwhich still
standgoday.

Having decidedto pursuemattersno further than Derby, the Prince and his army returned
north and, when an advanceparty reachedKendal again, they were attackedby local militia. One
highlanderanda local farmerwere shot. The main army arrived on the 15" Decembermndthe Prince
again stayedat Strickland House. In the courseof the retreat, the Prince’s enemy,the Duke of
Cumberlandsleptin the samebedthe night afterthe Princehadleft. Seepage46, note 100, for afuller
descriptionof the Duke.

Prince Charles’supportersverefinally crushedby the Duke of Cumberlandat the Battle of

Cullodenin the Scottishhighlandson the 16" April 1746.[David R Ross,On the Trail of Bonnie
Prince Charlie, (Edinburgh2000),pp.47-50,66-7.]
Y Therewerethirteensuchtreatiesbetween1 736 and 1762. This was probablythe Albany Treaty of
October1745underwhich the Indianswere prohibitedfrom crossng the PotomacRiver or the Blue
Ridge Mountainsin Virginia. This permittedthe Coloniesto makegradualmoveswestwardover the
next ten years.[Ruth S. Bertley, “From Indiansto Speculators,’"Waterford PerspectivegWaterford
Foundation(1983). Historical Societyof Pennsylvanig1938),Indian TreatiesPublishedby Benjamin
Franklin 17361762]



BonniePriceCharlie

Prince William
Augustus Duke of
Cumberlandand
brotherof King George
11, who dashedBonnie
PrinceCharlie’'shopes
of gainingthethroneof
GreatBritain.

Both menandtheir
armiespassedhrough
GeorgeCarlyle’shome
town of Kendalin 1745,
muchto the anxietyof
Col. JohnCarlyle.



[GeorgeCarlyle’s note$

Sent in answer the NewCastle papers Continued Acc' of things rec® D' Crofts

Death my Invitation to Lancaster & refusal D" Christopherson’s acceptance of it

M' Hicks™® to be here this Day and my mother well and to be sent for hither next

week M" S my worthy friend the author of the essay in the Paper of May the 10" —
May 29. 1746

Mo" & | not uneasy at report of his marriage on acc' of his Promise at Parting M’

Hicks spoke handsomely of him & Situation of his affairs and a Letter wrote Sep'

or Oct" D" Rotheram’s *° Courtship and Suppos'd marriage with Mr® B the young D'
settled here® and Miss Mally's Marriage with Mr Enroyde[?] Excavations at
Carlisle and state of Publick affairs promis’d NewCastle Papers with my next

Dec' 6" 1746

Mother well M" Bennet dead & buried in meeting House Yard Invalids removed to
W'haven & Capt Hutchinson dead M' Patrickson dead and M' Langton at

Cockermouth married to Miss Wren* M’ Ponsonby been over here as is s

Bwilliam Hicks (d. Junel758)wasa merchantin Whitehavenwhich was,in thosedays a majorwest
of Englandport on the Cumberlandcoast,whereshippingto andfrom Americaaccountedor mostof

the business.JC was his agentin Virginia. Hicks was Sheriff of Cumberlandin 1756. He bought
Tangier House,Whitehaven from William Gilpin for £800in 1745 and lived there until his death.
Hicks’ wife, Sarah,was a sisterin-law of Richard Gilpin, elder brotherof William. It is likely that

CaptainGilpin of TheHudson(seepage4) wasof the samefamily. Tangierhousehadbeenoccupied
from 1716to 1720 by Henry Blencow, Collector of Customswho was possiblythe father of Peter
Blencowmentionedn JC’sfirst letter of the 10th August1744q.v. [W. JacksonF.S.A.,Whitehaven:
Its Streets]ts Principle Housesandtheir Inhabitants,Transaction®f the Cumberland& Westmorland
AntiquarianandArchaeologicaSociety,Old Seriesyol. iii, p. 369]

® This is a referenceto the Rev. Dr. CalebRotheramDD (1694-1752)who trainedfor the ministry
under ThomasDixon at Whitehave. He was appointedminister of the dissentingcongregationn

Kendal from 1716, where he was ordainedin August1717,and was the one who built the present
Unitarian Chapelin the town. In addition, he foundedan academytherein which he taughtdivinity,

scienceandmathematicsHe marriedMary, the daughterof ThomasStricklandof Kendalin 1719.She
diedin April 1746andhe subsequentlynarriedAnn Bowes,widow of EdwardBlackstock(cf. “Sister
SarahBowes"thoughanyrelationshipis uncertain seepage 69, n. 156, & page78,n. 173). Strickland
and Blackstockwere both trusteesof the chapel. Knowing the protestantreligious backgroundof

George Carlyle he was probably a member of Rotheram’scongregation.[Oxford Dictionary of

NationalBiography vol. xxxxvii, pp.898-9.]

2 «“The youngDr” was CalebRotheram’sson, Dr. JohnRotheram(c.1719-1787. He had, by now,

finishedhis medicalstudiesat Edinburghandwould shortly settlein Hexham.About 1760,he andhis

family movedto Newcastleon-Tyne wherehe becamea physicianat the infirmary andwherehe lived

for many years.[EneasMacKenzie,A Descriptive& Historical Accountof the Town & County of

Newcastle (Newcastle1l827), pp. 5056. Oxford Dictionary of National Biography vol. xxxvii, pp.

899900.]

2L JohnLangtonmarried BarbaraWren at All SaintsChurch, CockermouthCumberlandon the 14"

Novemberl746.[Old Parish Records England,County of Cumberland,CockermouthParish,LDS

Batchno.M056002.]



courting a great fortune but Success uncertain Publick affairs in such a Situation
not to be Judgd of till after the Campaign the Allied army of 140,000 men
Commanded by the Duke while France is push’d by the austrians & K. of Sardinia
in Provence whence if the Campaign be successful we hope a happy and lasting
Peace may succeed? the Newcastle Papers to be sent with my next

Jan 29 1746/7

[GeorgeCarlyle writeson a separatesheetof papel

D' Brother

As | hear the Hudson is shortly to proceed on her voyage towards you | would not
omitt So good an opportunity of acquainting you of the Wellfare of your Friends
here | hope you rec® my former Letters of Feb 6™ Apr 9 & May the 29" by what
ships they came | cannot tell you as | always send them to M" Hicks and desire
him to forward them by the first opportunity Yours by Cap' Crosthwait which | rec®
Since your former by Cap' Gilpin Came very opportunely as my mother was then
over with me where She Stay® three weeks as a little Relaxation after the Hurry
they had been in at Carlisle and was very well it gave us great pleasure to see
you were recoverd your lllness and the Journey you propos’d to Philadelphia
from which | hope before this you are safely return’d will | make no Doubt bring
you again into a still more confirm’d State of Health | am Sorry you Should be
under Such Uneasy apprehensions on our acc' during our Troubles but expect
you are Satisfied of our Lucky escapes before this by the receipt of some of my
Letters that you may have a more perfect notion of our Situation than either the
newsPapers | have sent from time to time as my former Letters gave you | have
with this Sent an [‘particular’ inserted] acc' of Both the Carlisle and Kendal affairs
the 1% Sent me by M" Armstrong the attorney and my Tenant the Latter done by
my worthy friend M" S as he had drawn it up to Send to a friend of his and of
which he very readily gave me a Copy to transmitt to you our Publick affairs you
have a full acc' of in the (‘N.C.’ [Newcastle] inserted) Papers | also send you with
this from the time the ones | sent Last Left from which you may Judge for yourself

how much more a comfortable Situation Providence has now plac’d us than we

2 This refersto the Duke of Cumberlandthird son of King Georgell, who, after defeatingBonnie
PrinceCharliein Scotland returnedto the Europeancontinentto continuethe struggleof the War of
the Austrian Succession(17401748) which draggedalmost all the major European powers into
conflict. Seealsopage4, note 16.



were in some months ago and the Change from the (I hope | may now say) entire
Suppression of the Rebellion in Scotland the prosperous Run of the arms of our
allies in Italy?® and the alterations that are likely to ensue upon the Death of the
King of Spain® and the Succession of the Pr. of Austorias® who has all along
been look'd upon as favouring the English and not much inclined to france at
Least not So much as the former administration give us great reason to hope if
any advantages can be got in Flanders (which the allies it is expected will yet
push for before the End of the Campaign and to enable them to do which they
have a glorious army and perhaps may also have our young Hero who is already
return'd to London?®) that we may even ['shortly’ inserted] see a general and
advantageous Peace Succeed our so long continued war & Commotions | hear of
nothing remarkable from Carlisle worth detaining you with the Town continues
very full and will still be more so the 4 Judges who come to the Northern Circuit
this Assize being all to meet there in order to try the Rebels If my affairs will
permitt | will endeavour at that Time and if any thing remarkable occurr Shall take
the next opportunity of acquainting you | am with Sincere wishes for your
Prosperity and Safe Return in due Time
Your ever affect. Bro'
GC
July 30" 1746

2 This is a referenceto the succes®f the Austrianarmyagaina FranceSpanishforce at the Battle of

Piacenzaonthe 16" June duringthe War of the AustrianSuccession

24 King Philip V of Spainhaddiedonthe 9" July.

% Ferdinand VI succeededis father Philip V on the Spanishthrone. The title Prince of Asturiasis

automaticallygiven to the heir to the Spanishthrone. In fact, Ferdinandsteereda neutral course
betweenFranceandBritain in the War of AustrianSuccession

% The Duke of Cumberlandthenaged25, had returnedto Londonby the dateof this letter after his

succesggainsBonniePrinceCharlieat the notoriousBattle of Culloden onthe 16" April.



Hun® Creek’ Ded 111746

D' Sir-

| do not know that | shou'd Troubled|[sic] you with Another Letter this winter only
the Beaf Mr. SkyrincominghomeandWhenhes athomeLiving ator NearKendall
tho' you might Expectonetho’ | havevery Little to Add to my formerby the Olive &

Since havereceivednonefrom you

The only thing that hasbeenthe Subjectof Discourseherefor Some time hasbeen
our fearson Acc' of the Brest Squadron(No Doubt before this) you have heard
Arrived After A Long & Dangerouspassageof 100 Daysin A habour in Nova
Scotig andit beingToo late to make any attemptsfor this Year Landedtheir mento
Recruit their Sick their but it did not Answer their Intent for In that harbourthey
bured 5000 Men their Comdrthe M" D’Anvils Poisonedhimself & he that had the
Commandafter him fell on his Sword - butis Not Deadby a Vesselfrom bostonthis
Week We have the AgreeableNews of their Going off Again With Not half their
Numberthatthey bro' from france& 40000f thoseSick.?® In ther passagderethey

2" Hunting Creekrunsinto the PotomadRiver to the immediatesouthof Alexandria.lt is possiblethat
JohnCarlyle settledin the only built up areain the district at the time which wasknown as Cameron.
There he may have boughta 30 acre plot from a GlasgowmerchantnamedJohnPagan [See James
Munson,Col° JohnCarlyle, Gent.(NVPA 1986),p. 6.]

% The disastrousattemptby the Frenchto recapture_ouisbourg CapeBreton,in NovaScotia afterits
capitulationto the British in the summerof 1745following a six weeksiege later becamethe subject
of the poemA Ballad of the FrenchFleet by Longfellow. Admiral JeanBaptisteLouis-Frédéricde la
RochfoucauldPuc d’Anville, hadbeenappointed_ieutenantGeneralof Frenchnavalforcesin 1745.
He doesnot seemeverto havereceivedpropernavaltraining,andwasin no way qualified to leadthe
expeditionwhich he commandedhe following year. He assembled fleet of over 70 vesselgo salil
from Francecarrying13,000men,in the springof 1746.After muchdelay,they sailedfor Chebucto,
which is modernHalifax, on the 22" June,their task to reverseearlier defeatsat the handsof the
British, expel them from Nova Scotiaand then proceeddown the Americancoastto attack Boston,
New York, andonto capturethe WestIndies. Therewasgreatapprehensioim the Colonies. However,
the fleet struggledwith severedifficulties from the start. A galeblew up in the Bay of Biscayassoon
astheyhadleft France.Bad weatherwith contrarywinds slowedfurther progressacrossthe Atlantic.
Men becameélll, food rotten and water sour. Deathson boardwere frequent.A secondstorm hit the
fleet nearthe Canadiarcoast.Finally, onthe 10" Septemberthe first shipssailedinto ChebutcoThey
hadbeenat seathreemonths.

The Duc d’Anville died suddenlylessthana weekafter landing. Rumourhadit that he had
killed himselfwith poison,asJCreports.However thisis refutedby historiansoday,with suggestions
thathe died of oneof the sameilinesseghatweresweepinghefleet, or possibly he hadbeensuffering
from a brain tumour.Othersstatethathe died at 3.000’clock on the morningof the 27" Septembetof
an attackof apoplexy which hasseizedhim on the morningof the 25" while walking on his forecastle
deck.” His secondin commandwas Vice Admiral ConstantinLouis d’Estourmel,who arrived only
hoursafter D'Anville’s death.A Council of War wasassemblean the 30". With 2,500menalready
deadd’Estourmeldespairedyepeating“All is lost. It's impossible.”He left the meeting,wentto his
cabin,and,asJCrecads,fell on his sword.He survivedhis attemptedsuicideandresigned.



Took Severalof our Ships& amAfraid The HudsonCag Gilpin amongthe Rest,who
Now hasbeenMissing a GreatWhile,?® | wrote for Severalthingsto be Sentme by
her from WhitehavenWhich | Now hope are not Sent, If they are they are Surely
Goreif Sheis Goreit will hurt Mr. Hicks TradeVery muchhereAs he Expect large
Cargo’sby her, beforel DetermineWhenyou may Expectme homeMust Wait My
Next ordersfrom him — Tho’ While the Timesis Souncertainl ShallbeIn No hurrey
homeasl| amhereUpona Certairty & athomeuponA Very GreatUncertainty,The
Beaf Is a Gertleman Well acquaintedwith My Intentims and affairs & Will No
doubtGive you a CandidAcc' of Me & If you Aprove of My Methodof Life Shall be
Very Glad—

| Shall concludewith desiringyou to Give my Duty To My D' Mother & ServiceTo

All Y'" GoodFriendsMr. Shepherd& Mr. RotheemEspecially& believemeto be

Dr Sir - Yr Most Affect. Brother& H"® Sef
JohnCarlyle

[GeorgeCarlyle’s notesonthereversé

D' Bro'

Yours | have the—pleasure—of by favour of M" Skyrin which gave me great
Pleasure in the agreeable acc' it brought of your Welfare and the happy Situation
of your affairs the more full acc' of which also by word of mouth from M" Skyrin
was still more agreable | am very glad to find by him you are in advantageous a
way for yourself and so much to your satisfaction this if publick affairs now in a
more settled State would be a Sufficient argument to hinder me from desiring

your coming over ‘ill it was agreeable proper and Convenient for yourself but as

The numbersof deadquotedin JC’s accountare exaggeratedyut reportsdo vary widely. An
accountwritten by JeanPaul Mascarene(16841760), Governor of Nova Scotia and the English
Commandeclosestto the fiasco,recordedhat over 1,000wereburied at seaon the voyageand 1,500
buriedat ChebutcoA further500sick weresenthometo France Anothercontemporarnaccountgives
2,000deadat seaand 1,800buriedat Chebutco.Yet a third accountreported587 deadand 2274 sick
out of 7006sailorsandsoldiers[Dictionary of CanadianBiography(1974),vol. iii, p. 356.]

Not a singleshothadbeenfired duringthe adventureHowever,CapeBretonwasreturnedto
the Frenchaspartof the Peaceof Aix-la-Chappellin 1748,seeGeorgeCarlyle’snote of July thatyear
copiedon JC’sletterof 25" JanuaryL747/8below,pagel?.

2 We mustconcludethat both CaptainGilpin andthe Hudsondid avoid the French,sincethe shipis
mentionedn JC’sletter of the 3 December 747,pagel3, andthe captainhimselfis mentionecagain
in afurtherletterfrom JC datedthe 6" July 1748.Seebelow, pagel8.



Sailing continues still very difficult and precarious thro’ the Double Hazards that
are now to be Run of Both Sea & Enemies | am far from wishing to see you
undertake the Voyage ‘till one of those Hazards at least are remov’d which | know
is also my mothers way of thinking but pray let me hear from You as You have
Opportunities - | hope you have before this rec® three or four letters from me
Since my Last of Jan” 29" Very Little material has happen'd here D" Rotheram is
at Last married to Mr® Blackstock *® He got almost ten months from the Death of
his first wife to his Marriage his Son the young D" Still Continues here they take a
great Deal of Pains to push him forward but | hope all their Efforts for him will not
hurt me much tho’ considering the Profesions [sic] of friendship | have had from
the Famely [sic] and the Promises made me he had no Intentions of fixing here |
cannot under their present Conduct think myself very generously treated it has
yet had no Effect upon me for this last year my Business has been above one
half more than any former year since | came to Kendal — He was said to Court
miss Bena Harrison tho’ now they say it is off how it realy is | cannot tell There
have been few alterations at Carlisle that | have heard of since my Last they have
got one Robinson from Cockermouth In the Room of M" Bennet® who was latterly
a scholar here with D" Rotheram and is a very pretty young Gentleman Perhaps
you may have heard before this Reach you that M" Griffith at Whitehaven has
been dangerously Il but is recoverd but poor Mr® Huddleston Is dead in Child
Bed which | dare say must affect M™ Hicks greatly as She deservedly poses'd so
large a Share of her affection & Esteem — | will not detain you any with any acc' of
our Publick affairs as | send you a set of the NewCastle Papers continued from
the former Parcelle | have rec® two Pair of thread Stockings from my Mother for
you but those | shall not sent ‘till M" Skyrin goes which he says he expects may
be in about Two months and of which He has promis’d to inform me before he
goes — | heard from my Mother Last week and she was then very well | propose
seing [sic] in a week or Ten Days as | have not has an opportunity to do it before
since Sept' or Octo' If She then want any thing material to you | shall acquaint
you in my next and In the mean Time am &c.

March 18 1746/7

% calebRotherammarried Ann Blackstockin Kendalon the 12" February1747 [Church of Latter
Day SaintsRecordsEngland,WestmorlandParishof Kendal.Ref.1029354] Cf. page6, note19.

31 Cf. GeorgeCarlyle’s referenceto Mr. Bennetthavingdied and beenburiedin the “Meeting House
Yard” in his noteof the 29" Januaryl 746/7addedto his brothe’s letter of 20" Februaryl745/6(above
pageo).



Virginia Ded 31747
My D' Broth’
By accidentl metwith The Bear.Cap Chubbard(Via) Leverpool& Woud not omit
Writeing& owningMy D' Broth'® letterby Mr. Skyrin Who Arrived hereSafe +

| writ you by the Olive In full & Mentionedmy Intentionof Settling In This Country,

& EnteringIn to Another State of Life which | have not yet done Waiting for y'

Approbaton In the Affair, Also Freindly Advice Which hope You'l do fredy.*? Al

thatl am Sorreyfor is thatWe Shoud be Sofarr Seperatedhat! CannotAdvisewith

you on All Occationshoweverlf you was here & Saw All the Advantageghat |

proposeto my Self by this Allyance youwou’d think asl do', A Womanof a Virginia

Educationl Always Was Afraid of, The youngLady that| am underingagem With

hashadA Good,Religiousone& broughtup In afrougal GenteelMannerandof one
of the bestfamdys In the County & a Moderatefortune, SuchAs Will Inablemeto

Live Independentt am Apprehensivethat Mr. Hicks & | Shall Not Agree Long
togetherSo ampreparingto Settlewith him, I haveWrit him | hadRatherSettlehere,
With onethathe might appont herewith properpowersbut If not agreeabléo him, |

am Always Willing to ComeSettle personally Let thatbe asit Will | proposeto Get
My Affairs ReadySo As to Seeyou by April 1749 At farthestWhenShall Comeby
London Where Thro’ the Interestof Col: Fairfax & his famely hopeto Settle A

Correspondenc&luch to my AdvantageThere & at Barbadosbut As my Scheams
pretty Extensve | Shall Not Now pretendto Explain it To you, but Wait Another
Opportunity& Makeno doubtof y' AssistanceAsit Will beno fartherthany' Interest
With Sum particularpeople—

This Letter No doubtWill appeariTo youWrit In a hurreyAsiit Relyis, & hopeyou’l
Excuseall Errorsin it & Ashureyour Selfasl amNow Launchinginto the Worald® |
Shall Always Think it my Greatesthappynessto havey" Approbation,If | am Acting
any thing Contraryto y" Likeing or Opinion Shall Always ReceiveAny Advise or
Rebukefrom So D" a Brother Without Looking Upon it In Any other Light Then

* Theletterto which JC refershasnot survived.However,Dr. GeorgeCarlyle mentionshis awareness
of JC'sintentionto marryin a notewritten asearlyas6™ Decemberl 746 (seepage6 above).Clearly,
hisresponsédadnotreachedlCevenby the dateof this letter.

3 World. The spellingthat JohnCarlyle usesheregives phoneticrenderingof the word whenspoken
with a Scottishaccent.



Advise from the DearestFriend| have,onethat Rivals In Me, My D" Sally Fairfax
who | only wait Til The Arrival of the HudsonTo be happyIn®* So shall Conclude
With Wishingyou All happynessin this Life & In hopesof a happymeetingln due
time ConcludeMe to be Y' everAffectionetBroth’ & Humbl Sert.

JohnCarlyle

[GeorgeCarlyle's notd
Agreeable acc® from all Hands of the good Prospect from his intended
Settlement. Approve his Scheme of Returning by London wish an amicable
agreem' with Mr. Hicks. Had a Call from cous J. Carlyle & his master*® — do have
State of the acc' With R Ferguson & Hodgson Stationer at Carlisle. Denton gone
off Qu. if any with John Brown & | to pay to an order on Mr. Hicks no news
publick uncertain Peace or War the armies drawing out while the Plenipo®
[Plenipotentiaries | are meeting to open the Congress for a Peace at Aix which
many believe in great forwardness *
Apr. 11" 1748
Virginia Hunt CreekJar 25 1747/8]

% SarahFairfax, b. 1730,wasthe daughterof ColonelWilliam Fairfax of Belvoir, Virginia, amember
of the wealthiestfamily in the Colony. His cousinwas Thomas,6" Lord Fairfax of Cameronwas
owner of vastlandsin Virginia which extendedalong the entire length of the westernside of the

Potomadriver andwereboundel by the RappahannocRiver to the south.In all, his estategprobably
totalledfive million acres.The Fairfaxeswere,naturally,well connectedSarah’ssister,Anne, married
LawrenceWashingtonof Mount Vernon, the half brotherof the up and coming yourg army officer,

GeorgeWashington[Gerry Webb,Fairfax of York, (York 2001),p. 113ff.]

% This wasanotherJohnCarlyle, the sonof AlexanderCarlyle andMargaretMcClester elderbrother
andsisterin-law of JC’sfather,William. He wasbornin StepneyParish,SomerseCounty Maryland

in Januaryl724/5.However,hedid notremainall hislife in America.A draftdocumentgdatedOctober
1741, showsthathe wasto be apprenticedor threeyearsto Archibald Ingramé& Co. of Glasgow The

extant paper may be an unsignedcopy of an actual indenture,and it is not certain whether the
apprenticeshi@ctuallyproceededHis uncle,JohnCarlyle of Limekilns, wasto standascautionerand
pay the £70 apprenticeshipfee. Ingram was a very successfulGlasgow merchan, trading with

Maryland, who eventuallyroseto becomeProvostof the city. [Nicholas Carlisle Collectionsfor a

History of the AncientFamily of Carlisle, (London1822),p. 123. Seetranscriptof the Apprenticeship
Indentureheld at AlexandriaPublic Library, Virginia.] This JohnCarlyle marriedFrancesdaughterof

WadeNetherlandjn CumberlandCounty,Virginia, sometime aroundrFebruaryl751/2,(cf. letterfrom

JCto his brotherdated4™ August1752, page29). [William ShepherdCumberlandCounty, Virginia,

Marriage Bonds, William and Mary College, Quarterly Historical Magazine vol. xx., no. 1 (July
1911),pp. 21-2.] He signeda will on the 16" Decemberl 760, of which probatedwas grantedon the
25" Januaryl761/2,andin which heleft his estateto his wife andfour godchildrenNo childrenof his

own are mentioned.JC was appointedexecutorin the will to sell his cousin’slandsin Maryland.
[CharlesHughesHamlin, They Went Thataway (Baltimore 1966), p.14, citing CumberlandCounty,
VA., Wills and Marriages(174999),p. 17.]

% In fact a congressfinally assemblecat Aachen(Aix) on the 24" April 1748.The resultwas the
Treatyof Aix-la-Chapelle which waseventuallysignedon the 18" October.This broughtan endto the
War of the Austrian Suaessiorwhich had beenfoughtboth in Europeandin AmericawhereBritain

and Francewere strugglingfor supremacySix monthslater the celebrationand firework displayin

GreenPark,London,wasthe premierof Handel'sfamousMusic for the RoyalFireworks.



My D' Brother

Sir

My Lastto youwasby way of Leverpook perthe Griffin Cag Chubbardjt wasWrit
In A hurrey but hopeyou haveReceivedt, asit Wou’'d Inform you of my Intentionto
ChangeMy Stateof Life, The Young Lady’s Mother, We had the Misfortune to
LooseA few monthsAgo®’, which Threw the Managerhof her FathersGreathouse
Upon her, it Made her uneaseyas She Was under Ingagen? With Me to be So
oppressed& Sheatthe Sametime hadMany otheroffersMen of Very Considerable
fortunes, that | though delays might be Dang as | Rdy Lov'd her, the Above
Reasondngagedme To put an End to the Affair & the 31% of Deceni | WasMade
happyIn My D" Sally, Without Waiting for your Approbation,Which | hopeyou’l
Excuse for the Above Reasos as| have No Fatherl Looked upony" Consent&

AdviseAbsolutelyNecessarg Shou d havebeenVery gladto hadit —

the Ceremany wasPerformedbeforebut A few but Thoseof As GreatNote As any of

ble Ld

this Country | hadthe Honour to havethe Right Hon Fairfax®® for my Secondat

theTime—

| have Writ my Mother by the Opportunity for her Pardonas| had not her Consent
(More thanYours)| dependon y' Brotherly Love bothto Excusemeto y' Self andto
Intercedwith her, —

| Shall be at housekeepingny Self In a few daysand Thorrowly Settled With My D'
Partnerl havethe Pleasurego Tell you | am ashappyas| Can be Any Wher at a
Distancefrom my Relations,In a Good Virteous Partner | do not know What
Reseptiormy marragemay Meetwith from M" Hicks howeverl am ProvidedAgainst
the Worstl CanLive Without him My PlantationGoeson Very Well, & | WantNow
Nothing but Sum Ready Money My wife’s fortune Consistsof Lands & Sum

Negrds, | am at PreasentMasterof between8, & Ten ThousandAcres of as Good

% SarahFairfax’s naturalmother SarahWalker, died on the 18" Januaryl731.Her fatherlater married
DeborahClarke who died in 1747. ThoughJC reportsthe deathas havinghappeneda few months
ago’theexactdateis unknown.[Gerry Webb,Fairfax of York, (York 2001),p. 112.]

* Thomas 6" Lord Fairfax of Cameronfirst cousinof Sarah’sfather, William Fairfax of Belvoir. He
hadmovedto Virginia permanenthffor thefirst time only a yearor soearlier,in 1746,to look after his
estateshere.[Gerry Webb,Fairfax of York, (York 2001),p. 118.]



LandAs anyIn Cumberland® — If M" Hicks & | Shou’dDiffer | thenmay be obliged
to Troude you to Advanceme Sum of my Fortune but may Depend| will Not
Without GreatAdvantagen View Draw for any*® - PrayIn y" Next Pleasdnform me

If I Shoud haveOccationWou d it be Convenientfor youto Assistme—

As | haveNo Otherto Apply Too but you If | Shou’d be Distressed hope You'l
Excuseit Your AdvancingMoney May havethis Effect that it Will Inable me the
Soonerto Make A fortune Sufficientfor me To Live In EnglandWhich | Will do As
SoonAs | am Able to Live Independenfo End my DaysIn My Native Country is
oneof My StrongesWishes- If | am Blessedwith ChildrenthoseShallhaveEnglish
Education& not be Allowed to Imbibethe Princapled.ookeduponhereto be Polite,

Gaming& Drinking, Princaple | hopeme Nor mine be Adicted Too -

| Shall Long for your AnswerAs | makeNo Doubtbutyou’l befreeln Adviseing as|

Look uponyou In A DegreeAbove A Brother— My D" SalleyJoynsWith Me In our
HeartyWishesfor y' Healthandam

Your Ever Affectiont Brother& Humb Sef

JohnCarlyle

P.S.My Sally proposedNriting To her New Broth® by Next Oppetunity.
Ut Suprad.C.

[GeorgeCarlyle’s note$

¥ To put thesefiguresin perspectiveywhen GeorgeWashingtoracquiredhis Mount Vernonestatein
1754 it consistedof 2,126 acres,but had grown to 8,000 acreshy the time of his deathin 1799.
[GeorgeWasington’sMountVernon (Mount VernonLadiesAssociation) pp.13& 15.]

“0 JC hadbeenleft the sumof £300in his father'swill to be paidto him after his mother’sdeath.His
brother,Georgewasto actasexecutorof thewill. Their Father William, haddiedat Carlisleonthe 3“
July 1744, With his motherstill alive at the date of this letter (in fact, shedid not die until March
1755, JCwasclearlyaskingfor morethanwashis right underthe termsof the will, thoughthe request
is clearlyfor aloanfrom his brotherpendingeventualreceiptof his inheritance[William Carlyle, will
(239 March 1743), Cumbria Record Office, Carlisle, Probates1744, fol. 201.] [Cumbria Record
Office, St Cuthbert'sParish,Carlisle,Burial Register.]



Rec® his per Pen Galley & Hudson glad all His Commissions were executed to his
mind will send more Charrs* next Season & a Cut* of Carlisle if to be got — glad
to find his Change of States so agreable — Have laid out some and possibly may
do more money lately otherwise should have advanc’d all his Fortune but as it is
by notice before Candlemas shall have 150£ at his service and perhaps more a
little after is [sic] this be not sufficient for his Designs but if he Draw desire him to
leave what may pay Redman and the people at Carlisle that have demands on
him — to know how to lay out 10 or 12 guineas most agreably to my Sister —
Thank Coll' Fairfax for the Cristal which | propose to do myself when | have
opportunity but been pretty much hurried of late otherwise | should have paid my
Complt® to my Sister also by this opportunity Publick news at a Stand Since
Signing the Preliminaries to which all the Powers have acceeded the true Prelim”®
not certainly known but Peace said likely to be a good one Cape Breton likely to
be given up®® but hope the Americans will not repine at this favourite Acquisition
being so for the Pleasure of seeing us again restor'd to all the Valuable Blessings
of Peace instead of the Expensive Desolations of War — whether the news as the
Papers or Magazines will be most acceptable | have one and Can procure the
other and Shall send either he Chooses. Compliments to Spouse & Famely.

July 21, 1748

** Thecharr,or char, is a smallvariety of troutfoundin someof the Scottishlochsandalsoin the lakes
in north west England.lt will havebeenreadily availableto Dr. GeorgeCarlyle in Kendal, which is
only twelve miles or so from Lake Windermerewherethereis still a goodstockof charrto be found.
To preservat for thevoyageacrosshe Atlantic hewill havehadit smoked.

“2 Engraving.

3 The fortressof Louisbourgon Cape BretonIsland Nova Scotig was indeedreturned to Franceas
partof the Peaceof Aix-la-Chapelle anunpopulardevelopmentvith the AmericanColoniesfollowing
their captureof thefort aftera 46 daysiegein 1745.Theresentmenthatensuedlid lastingdamagedo
relationshetweerthe Coloniesandthe British Government.



Virginia Juy 6™ 1748

D' Sir,

| writ you by the HudsonCap Gilpin To Which | desireTo be Referf' & Sincehave
Receivednone from you this Comesper the Olive Who | Wish Safetho Am So
Afraid We haveinghad SevenShipsTakenIn our Bay Within this Month Past,our

Tradeis very Il Protected-

The EnemysPrivatershaveComelnto PotomackRiver & beenon Shore& Plunder'd
for Provisionsbut haveNow got Two menof WarrWho amIn hopeswill Protectus-

An old Phisicianin our PlaceWho Desirishis Nameto be conceeld Til | Receivey'
Answer (& Who I think Turnedin his head)tho A Good Schoolarhasfor Sumtime
Pressede to Incloseyou this Maniscriptfor y" opinionAs | do not Know butit May
Aford you SumthingNew, | Complyedwith his Reques®& If you think propermay
Write him y* Opinion& | Will handit To him If notmayMentionit To me—

As thisis the Shipl Loadmyselfl CannothaveTime to Write fully to you haveingAl
the ShipsPapersTo getReady—

My Wife (Who's yet What| Could Wish her) JoynsWith me In our TenderWishes
for you & amYour mostAffectionetBrother,& Hum' Sef.
JohnCarlyle

[GeorgeCarlyle’s notes]

Delayed writing in hopes of hearing from him what to do in calling in the money
150£ shall be ready when he draws or shall borrow more if requird — pay’'d Mr
Redman 9£. / not able yet to get a cut of Carlisle and Dissapointed of Chars for

my Sister thro’ the Stormy wet weather — news at Carlisle Mr Coulthards Death



his Eldest Son alde" 2° Son Council man*. M" Tate dead at W'haven — Miss
Harrison married and two or three good Famelies come into Kendal — D' M's
absence not as was suppos'd to remove but get Licens’d of the College |
intending to procure Same Favour thro M" W. — Publick affairs gone well since my
Last all the Powers at War coming in to the Peace which is by the thinking Part
generally approv'd The Terms a Restitution of all Places &c. taken during the war
on all Sides in the Condition they were in when the articles were Sign'd. Excuse
my writing to Coll' Fairfax] from Hurry and not having got L Anson’s Voyage®
which design'd for his acceptance — Excuse to my Sister but if Charrs to be Got
and the Hudson don’t Sail so soon as expected may yet probably write to know
how 10 or 12 G[uineas]* might be most acceptably laid out for her use and if any
thing particular in this Country be agreable to her beg the Favour to know it.
Oblig’d to the Gentl" to whom the Papers belong shall send my thoughts next
opp” — not got settled with Mr J. Graham but other affairs at Carlisle dischargd.
Comp® of the Season

Dec. 25. 1748

* RichardCoulthardwasmayorof Carlislein 1739.Thomas Richard,andMorris Coulthardwerelater
mayorsof the City betweenl1757 and 1779. [SamuelJefferson,History and Antiquities of Carlisle
(1838),p. 448]

> CaptainGeorgeAnson (1697:1762) of ShugboroughStaffordslire, England,had sailedround the
world from 1740to 1744 and,in the following year,was promotedto RearAdmiral. In 1747 he was
createdLord Anson, 1* Baron Anson His Chaplain, Richard Walter, publishedan accountof the
journeyentitled A VoyageRownd the World in 1748. In 1751, Ansonwasappointedrirst Lord of the
Admiralty. [Oxford Dictionary of National Biography vol. ii, pp.260-266.]

“ A guineawasworth£1.1s.



To my dearSistef’
Dr Madam

The particularsharel mustalwaystakein whateverconcernsny D" Bro"® Intrestand
Happinessnakesmelook uponthe nigh Relationin which you now standto him and
the Title you havetherebygiven me of calling you Sisterasan additional Felicity to
myselfand| take this opportunityto assureyou that asno Relatien Friendyou have
can set a greatervalue on your merit so none more truely wishesyou all the
Satisfactiora marriedstatewill admitof or will takemorepleasuran hearingof yeur
inereasinghelncreaseof it in your Famelyandl amvery gladto havesogoodreasen
Groundsto Expect| shall always have that Pleasurefrom the many agreeable
accountd recieve[sic] of your worth andgoodnes&ndthe knowledgel haveof your
SpousesffectionateandFriendlyHeartwhich | hopeHe yetdoesandeverwill retain
my only Concernis our greatDistanceby which | am debarr'dbeing sometimesa
witnessto andPartakelin your Joys which would compleatmy wishesBut asthisis a
Circumstancevhich mustbe submittedto | mustbegthe Favourof youto lessenit as
much as possibleby letting me hearoften from you and whenyou do so usingme
with the Freedomof a Sisterin commandinganythingwhereinl canassistyou in this
Partof the World | amglad pleas’dl hadthe goodfortuneto meetwith the two Potts
of Charrsl sendwith this in Time for the Hudson’sSailing The Fishwerevery good
anddonein the bestmannen could getthem andl hopeif theyarrive safewill prove
worth your acceptancef it suited Coll' Fairfax’s Conveniencd could be glad He
were a partakerwith you in the eating of them you’ll be so good as make my
Complimentgo him whenyou seehim | am
With greateseemD" Sister
Jar¥ 11" 1748/9 your very affectionatehumbleServt
GC

" This letterin GeorgeCarlyle’s handwritingis the draft of a letter addressedb JC’s new wife, Sarah
Fairfax.



We know from two letters of William Fairfax, one dated York the 1* August1750
addressedo Dr GeorgeCarlyle, andthe otherfrom Londonon the 12" October1750
to LawrenceWashingtonin Virginia, that JC was accompanyinchim on a visit to
Englandat the time. The following two letters from JC to his brother showthat he

remainedn Englanduntil theearly spring of 1751.

To—-

Doct Carlyle
Physicianat
Kendall

WhitehaverDecr4" 1750

My D' Brother

| receivedyoursby the Carrier,| think myselfits A Greatdisputewhetherthe Chars
&c. will Carrey Safe or not, howeverasthe Ship will Sail In ThreeWeeks& may
Arrive In Barbadodn the cool weatherit may Possablydoe & My Intentionis more

thanthethingit self. -
theymustbe Sentto mehere -

| am Sorrey Mr. SingletonShoud Seemnot PleasedAt my droping the Scheamof
Carryingthe Two horsesl amtold its morethenTwo to one Againstusthatthey get
Safe, howeverCap Dickinsonwho Carredthe Two, Last Year, will be homeln A
few days, (We Expect)his shipsin Ireland, | will take his Advise,& thenLet Mr.
Singletonknow fartherIf they donotgo by the Hudsonthey may Comeln by Sum
other Ship In the Summerl donotintendto go backfrom my Agreemenbnly | think

it unsafeAt thistime of theYear,-



| only rec your Letter Late Lastnight & havenot SeenD" Brownrigd*® Since Shall
acquaintim With Wh' you desire -

| wrote you Two days ago by A Young man that Came over from Virginia,
Acquaintingyou of my Loss.&c there,it's A Subjectnot Very AgreeableSo Shall
Say No More Aboutit.*°

the YoungLadyshereM" & M"™ Hicks JoynIn their Comp® To you & am

D' Sir Y™ Most Affectionetly

JohnCarlyle

“8 Dr William BrownriggMD FRS (1711-1800)was apprenticecasa youngmanto JohnAtkinson a
surgeonapothecaryin Carlisle. After studyingmedicinein Londonfor two years he wentto Leiden
Universityin Holland, underHermannBoerhaaveandwasawardeda Doctorateof Medicinein 1736.
Until this point, thereis clearly a closeparallelbetweerthe lives of BrownriggandDr GeorgeCarlyle
who alsograduatedrom Leidenin 1736,andwhich explainsthereacquaintancegJim Bartlinski, “New
ResearcthProvidesAdditional Insightinto the Life of Doctor GeorgeCarlyle,” Carlyle HouseDocent
Dispatch (March 2008).] On returningto England he settledin Whitehaven Cumberlandwhere he
lived for the next thirty years.Brownrigg had an enquiring, scientific, mind and conductedchemical
experimentsinto gases,initially to help the local mining industry in minimising the dangerfrom
methanegasexplosionsHe wrote on methodsof manufacturingpurersaltto aid in food preservation.
He was also one of the first to understandhe unique propertiesof platinum, which was an almost
unknownmetalat thetime. In 17412 four papersof his on explosionsfires, andbadair in coalmines
werereadto the prestigiousRoyal Societyin London,eamning him a fellowshipin 1742.Thoughquiet
and unprepossessingboutthe resultsof his researcheshis work cameto the attentionof Benjamin
Franklin, who visited him in 1772 and stayedfor sometime, during which he demonstratedhow oil
could be usedto calm choppywaters,a subjecthe later returnedto in somedetail in a letter to the
doctordated,London, 7" Novemberl 773.Brownrigg,in turn, accompaniedranklindowna coalmine
nearWhitehaven.

Contemporarieslescribedhim as kind, amiable,polite, modestand benevolentin 1741 he

marriedthe vivaciousMary Spedding1721-1794).Her paternalgrandmothehadbeenSarahCarlylea
very distant relative of JC. Brownrigg died at his ancient family home, OrmathwaiteHall, near
Keswick,Cumberlandto which he hadretiredin 1770.[Oxford Dictionary of National Biography vol.
viii, pp.2745.]
“9 This is probablya reference to the deathof his first child, Rachel,who had died, accordingto an
entryin thefamily Bible, onthe 19" Augustat only just over two monthsold. Her nameis notactually
recordedin the Bible, but we learnit from the graveinscription of his wife after shedied [Rev.
TimothyAlder, Collectionof AmericanEpitaphsandInscriptions(New York, 1814) p. 85.]



In ChesapickBay Virginia May 1% 1751
My D' Brother
Sir -

| write this LetterExpectingto meetWith An Opp’ to Send it WhenPahapsl may
not havetime to Write A Letterto Acquaintyou of my SafeArrival hereY esterday
After A Long & the HardestPassagd Ever Saw, Neither cou’d | thoughtA Ship
Coud Indured So much As our' s hasdone SheProvedVery Lealey & We WasIn
Wantof Water, ThesethingsNeednot be MentionedAs Mr Hicks maynot be Willing
thatit wasknownthe Ship WasSobad,butIf I hadknownherCondition| Wou'd not

Crossdthe Seadn herfor herfor all herCargd—

| hopeto be at homeNow In A few daysWhere | Shall RestSatisfy’d for A few
Years,but our Parting gaveme SomuchConcernthis Lasttime, thatIf It Pleasegod
to blessMy Endeavoursso farr asthatl get A Compitaney you may depend will

Comehomeé& Settle- | Write this In A hurreySo Shall not Add morethan My Duty
to my MotherWhenY ou Write to her& Ashureher!l’ll Write to herby thefirst good
Opportunityl have& amD' Brother

Y' Most Affectionet &c -
JohnCarlyle

P.S.Whenyou direct To me now Must be To Maj Jr Carlyle MercH at Alexandria

on Hunting CreekSouthPotomuck- Virginia-

P.S. The Ship that Sailed With Us parted Companythe Next day but we Met
Yesterdayat the Capesof Virginia & Neverhad SeenEachOtherthe Whole Passage

ShehadExtreamhardweatherAlso —



Virginia May 23 1752
DearBrother—

| wrote to you by Severalopportunitysastfall & haveSince not ReceivedonelLetter
from you nor from any of My Friendsln W'haventhis Spring, We havenot hadone
Ship Arrived from thencethis threemonthspast,| mustown | am a little uneasyto
hearefrom my friends& am Afraid the ShipshashadAs Long Passagess LastYear,

howevemustwait with patience.

| haveno materialNewsto Acquaintyou with only my own LossIn anotherDaughter
My D' Sally brought me the 24" February’® We Called it Ann After my Wifes
mother& M'™ Washingtort!, it Lived & My Wife gaveit Suck from onebreastil The
1% of April whenit Pleasedgod to takeit, the Causeof its deathl am told wasthe
Thrush,& a purging& Gripeing, My wife hasbeenin a Very Low Stateever Since
her being broughtto bed, & Likely to go into A Consumptionbut of late Seemsto
Recruteby Rideing out everyday & takeingSum Powdersgiven her by A Phisician
thatl Consultedon herCase.

My Lossis Very greaton the aboveOccationAs | amsoVery fond of OtherPeoples
Childrun & muchmore of my own, & the LosshangsVery heawey On My Wife &

makesherlllnessmuchworse—

As to my Self my building & my Other BusinessTakesup my thoughts& Time So
much| havetime for little Else & the Expensds Much greaterthen | Expectel | am
Afraid | mustdo What| NeverWishedto doethatis draw uponM" Hicks for more
thenl may havedueto Me Which Will Lay Me Under Obligationsto him & hope
You'l be So goodasto Takeup Two hundredPoundsuponinterestfor me & Lodgeit

* This washis seconcthild, Ann, [Carlyle Family Bible, Carlyle House Alexandria,VA.]

L “Mrs Washington”was John Carlyle’s sisterin-law, Anne Fairfax who had married Lawrence
Washingtorin 1743 JC’sreferenceo his wife’s motheralsobeingcalledAnn is a mistake.In fact,she
was SarahWalkerwho marriedWilliam Fairfaxof Belvoirin 1723,buthaddiedin 1731,theyearafter
JC'sfuture wife, Sally, wasborn. Clearly, it was SarahFairfax Carlyle wasnamedafter her,not Anne
Fairfax WashingtonJohnCarlyle mayhaveassumedhat Anne, asthe elderdaughterhadbeennamed
after her motheraswould havebeenthe caseaccordingto Scottishtradition.[Gerry Webb, Fairfax of
York(York 2001),p. 112.]



In his handswoud paythe Interestfor a Yearor Two asIn thatTime | Cou’d be Able
to Dischargeit My Negros& TementsNow gives me Above one hundred& fifty
poundsA Year& aredayly Encreasingly Comissiondast Year Amountedto above
two hundredpoundsmore,Which | amno WaysAfraid Will decreasdut Increasdf
| cou’'d getmy housefinished(Which At preasentistressesme) & furnishedl Cou’d
Soon makeA Returnof the SumAbove,| LastYear purchased large & fine Tract
of Land& ThreeSlaves& M" W™ & ThomasGilpins Shareof Sum Lots & housedn
this Town & Also of A Sloop & Brigartine Of theirs,the Amountof the Wholeis A
LargeSum notlessthenSevenhundredpoundsAll Which purchase$ makeno doubt
Will Answerln A little time to my Advantagetho At Preasent am put to Straits on
the Acc of it, andAs We haveno peopleherethatcanSparemoneyon Interest,| am
obligedto dependon my Freinds[sic] In England,| makeno doubtbut Mr Hicks will
pay the moneyfor Me, but thenyou know his Tempor, & he Wou’d think me never
out of his Delt If he wasto AdvanceMe Such a Sum,| am not Sure yet but | may
makegoodmy paymentsvithout This but wou’d be obligedto youto makeM" Hicks
EasyIf SuchA thing Shouldhappen,| hopeyou Neednot fear any Risquein this
Requestfor if it Shou'd Pleag god to Call Me, | can AshureYou | owe Not More
then Two hundredpoundsin the worald, & My Estateln Lands & Negros &c
Exclusiveof my moneylIn Tradel Cou’d Sell at Near Two Thousandpound& my
StocklIn TradeCostMe largelyodd of One Thousandboundmore, & probablyl may
neverwant So much AssistanceAgain You SeeMy D" Brotherwith what freedoml
Aske A favour of you If You Think | am Too free Your former kindnessis the
Occationof it — | hopelong erethis Y ou are madehapypy in A Partner,to bothof you
| Wish Every blessingThat this Worald Afords & Wish | Coud hopeEverto See
You, Everis a Long Date but My Prospeciof SeeingEnglandSeemsAt So greata
Distancethat! hardly darethink of it, M"™ Carlyle Tells me | Nevermustwith out her
Company, w'ch Wou'd quit breakup my famely & be AttendedWith Such Expense
thatl mustnot think of it, Without | Shoud be So Luckeyasto ge& moneyfasterthan
| haveanyRight to Expect My wife desiresherLoveto youboth& Intendsmy Sister
Sumtime In the summerA Box of Mirtel Wax Candles? & If sheCoud think of
anythingelseto be got herethat Woud be Acceptablewoud Readily Sendit, | have

2 Myrtle wax, or bayberrywax, is takenfrom the surfaceof the baybery fruit. The fruit is boiledin
waterandthe greenwax risesto the surfacewhereit canbe skimmedoff. The productcanthenbe used
to manufactureromaticcandles.



Not forgot tho havenot beenAble to Comply with My Promiseof Sum Shells for
Miss Appelbys - oneof my Captans now In the W' Indieshaspromisedhis Care of

this Commission-

My Couzen& NamesakelohnCarlyle’® | have SeenVery Lately he SeemsA plain
goodsortof A Man, & is Com’encedVirginian & lately Marred, A Very handsome
Womanof Little or no fortunel donotknow herbut he hasPromisedto bring her Up

& payhis CouzenA Visit In Septembewhencangive Y oumy opinionof her—

| intendedthis Letterbut A Copy butwhenl Look backatits Lengthl think | mayas
well Sendit asit is, not doubtingbut You'l Make all ReasonabléAllowancesé& |

Ashureyou Whenl beginl donotknow whento give overwriting to you—

| neverhavebeenSo happyIn my healthin my Life as| havebeenthis Last Year,
Not haveingbeenonceSick Sincel camehome which | am Very Thankful for asit
givesme A True Relishto My Business& everythingElse,M" Daltonis Very Sickly
& Tinderthis Six monthspastThatyou May havethe Above Blessing& Every other
In this Woraldis the SincereWishesof Y' Truly AffectionetBrother& H Sa'

JohnCarlyle

% Seepagel4, note 35, re GeorgeCarlyle’s note of 11" April 1748written on JC's letter of the 3
December 747, regardingtheidentity andbackgrouncf this cousinandhis wife.



Virginia Aug! 4" 1752
My Dr Brother

| wrote you fully per the Bramty Cag FosterRelating my Affairs hereIn w'ch |
desiredyouif M" Hicks Shoud Refuseto paymy bills on him, if | drewuponhim this
Y earmorethenhe hasin his hands of mine that Y ou woud be So goodasto Assist

me by takingUp Two Hundred pounduponinterestfor me—

Now Sir wha | mentionthe Above for Again, is | woud not have You to put one
pennyof moneyIn M" Hicks handsfor Me, for | havenot Yet drawnUpon him for
morethenhis Indebtedo menordo | knowthatl Shall If ourthreeVesseldArrive As
We have Good Reasonto think they may this Month from the Maderas& the West
Indies| Shall haveno Occation& If any Accident Shoud happentoo any or all of
them| havethemAll Insuredbut asInsurancecannotbe RecovrdimediatelyIn that
Casel may be In Want, As Credit is the Supportof A Man In Tradel wou' d only
SecureAgainstany Accidentsthat may happen& If | doe Draw upon M" Hicks for
any moneymorethenis dueme| Shall Write You of it, & If he AskesYou for Any
needTakeNo Noticeof it Without You ReceiveA line from Me At the Sametime —

| amnow to Acknowledgethe Receiptof Y our Two kind favoursby the Hudson& by
A Shipon Cap DawsonSentforwardby W™ Todd for both1 am Much obliged(Turn

over-)

| daresayby my frequentExpression®eforel Left Englandl neednot Say anything,
to Convinceyou how happy | Expectyou Now Are, with My D" Sister,who | know
hasevery Quality necessaryfo make a man as happy as its possableto be In this

Worald>* & your being So (nextto the pleasureof Seeingit) my hearingof it gives

> GeorgeCarlyle married Dorothy Dacre Appleby at Kirklinton, Cumberlandon the 3¢ September
1751.Shewasthe daughterof JoseptDacre Appleby of Kirklinton Hall, and SusannaiMaria Gilpin.
Kirklinton is aboutnine miles north of Carlisle.[NicholasCarlisle Collectionsfor a History of the
AncientFamily of Carlisle (London1822) p. 128] Susannal@ilpin wasa daughterof William Gilpin
of ScalebyCastle,Cumberland.She was also relatedto CaptainWilliam Gilpin who is frequently
mentionedn this correspondencd.he evidencefor thisis aletterto Dr. GeorgeCarlyle from Captain
Gilpin, then at Whitehavendated31* Januaryl1752,in which he concludesby writing, “Your affect
Cousinandmostobligd huml Servt, W™ Gilpin. My Motherjoins with mein Complimentgo Yourself



methe GreatesPleasure& thatit maypleasegodto Lengthenout your Day together
for along Seariousof Yearsis my heaty Wishes& prayers| hopelong ere This She
may be in the way to encreaseYour Famely, my bad fortuneIn loosing ming, & M™
Carlylés bad Stateof health,makes me think our Famely Will neverhaveany great
Encreasdrom us, but hopeYou’'l havebetterfortune | Expectl cannow think | See
how happyyou live to whatyou did while Single, & hopeeverythingl Said to youon
that headyou find true, | mustown | haveoftenthoughta little hardthatyou Shou d
justEngage& be So happyasYou | dareSayare, So SoonAfter | Left You, Twice &
| not havethe pleasureo be With You, howeverMy own Pleasureor Interestl Never
broughtinto any Compotitionwith Your happynes# theirfor excuseall - am much
obligedfor The Accomptsyou Always give me of the Alterations& AccidentsRound
You | amheartily Sorry for M" R? G-n M" W™ & Tho® G—n'’s Misfortunes tho' its no
more then has been ExpectedSum time | often Think their has beenthe Oddest
Revolution In the G---n Famdy in the Shortesttime Ever knowrt® - | am heartily

Sorry for M" R RutlidgesLossIn Miss —

| am Obligedto you for the Troubleyou had About TebaWilsons™® Wife & Very glad
Shedid not Comeln tho mustSayhesAs goodA White Servantasl Ever SawlIn the
Country& hasbeenof GreatServiceto mein Carting Materialsfor My building, & |

know nothingbutthathes honesthoweverl haveA SharpEye overhim —

the boy that | had of M" Hugh Holmesis Very Well & tells me he Wrote to his
mother by the HudsonLast Year but Supposeas Several of the boys Chests
was Lost over boardHis Letter might be lost In one of them he Writes per
this Ship, he TakesSo greatA Likeing to the Seathatl coud not Engagehim

to Live on Shorehis now In Barbadodn our Brigantine Success-

You Gererally Appologisefor the Lenthof Your Lett but Consideringthe number
of Lettersl haveto Write & the Accomptsl haveto Settleon A Ship, LeavingThis, (I

& Cousins.”[Virginia Historical SocietyMSSref. 1C1995a 5-8.] His spellingof ‘world’ as‘worald’ is
anindicationof his Scottishaccent.Seepagel3, note33.

* The Gilpin Family.

% This is probablythe samepersonreferredto as Tobey Wilson in John Carlyle’s letter of the 10"
August1757.Seebelow, pageb0.



write 22 Lettersby this Ship & All on busines€xceptyours& my Mothers)l think |
fully payyouln Length—

| now Shall Concludewith Complimentsto M" ShepherdD" Rotheam & all other
Friends& with My SincereLoveto my Sister,| begleaveto Ashureyouthatl am

Y" AffectionetBrother& Hble Serv

JohnCarlyle

P.S. our Couzen JohnCarlyle wasMarried last Christmas To a Young Lady of None
or Small fortunetho they Say She’s A Beautyl havenot Seenher| havehim Twice
he hasPromisedto bring herup to SeeUs thisfall | think him an AgreeableMarr’

Ut SupraJC

A YoungDocterin this placehasPromisedVie his Asdstance& you May Expectthis
Fall to have Sum Specimansc from hencetho do Ashureyou | havenot time to

MakeanygreatColectionMy Self —

PleaseTell my Sister,| have TakenM" Hicks’s hints & haveSenthim A presentof
Sweat Meats,Bacon,& Sumother ThingsSpeakedor WhenShe Lived at W'haven |

mayperhap$easMuchin favournowasM" R Jackson

" Seepagel4, note 35, re GeorgeCarlyle’s note of 11" April 1748written on JC's letter of the 3¢
December 747 regardingtheidentity andbackgroundf this cousinandhis wife.



AlexardriaNov 12" 1752

My DearBrother—

| Wrote you perthe HudsonAs did My Wife to My Sister,which I makeno doubtis
comesafeto handlong ere this & asl havenot hadthe pleasureof ReceivingA Letter
from you Since havelessto Say, The BearerCap' Wilson hasA Small box on board
Directedto the Careof M" Hicks for youit ContainsA Small Quantityof Mirtle Wax
Candlesvhich my Wife Desires her SistersAcceptancef - | haveSentmy motherA
few Also - TheyAre A NeatpleasenCandle& whatWe Make & Usein ourfamelys,

Theyarebut A Small matterDearerthen Tallow Candles

As Nothing hashappend Sincemy former Letter | cannotThink of anythingfrom
hencethatwill be Intertainingto you or my Sister,| havehada Very Troublesome
Year of this Last, & expectnot much betterthe Next As | am now out of hopesof
gettingInto my houseThis Winter, the Violent Rainswe havehadthis Fall, hashurt
the StoneWalls that We Was obliged to Take down A part After it Was nigh its
Height, which has beenA Loss & greatdisamintment To me, however Time &
patienceWill over comeall (I am In hopes)its A Pleasureo build in Englandbut
here Where We are Obliged To Doe EverythingWith one’s own Servants& thise
Negrosmakes it RequireConstantAttendance Care- & so muchTroublethatIf |
had Suspectedit woud beenWhat | have meetwith, | believel Shoud mace Shift
With A Very Smallhouse-

| Wrote you in both My former Lettersthat| hadmadeA purchaseof Sum Lands, &
Negrds & my building Woud Straitenme & that| Shoudbe Obligedto Draw on M'
Hicks for Sum thing morethenhe might Owe me, | havenot Yet doneit, but doubt|
Shall be Obligedto Exce’d A little, tho maydependhe UtmostNecessityWill oblige
meto doe it, What| Wou' d begof You is To keephim Quite for A few months& If
he Shou d Insiston Securityl hopeYou’l Not think You RunanyRisquein offerring
Your Self for me for Any Small Matter | may Exceedwhich may be one hundred
pounds- | Oweno money& My Estatehere& Negrds Exclusiveof my TradeWoud
Sell for Two Thousandsterling—



You Seel Askefreely favours Of You & Shall SayNo more Thenl Wish | hadit In

my powerto Returnbeforel Receive-

My Wife is In A prettygoodStateOf Healthat present,SheColl. Fairfax,& the Rest
of the Fanmely joynsmeIn our Compg To my Sister& am

With the greatestruth Y' AffectionetBrother&
Hble Sef
JohnCarlyle

P.S

About A Month Ago | Agreed With a Young Doctor from Scotland,for All your
Materials & Medicins he has not Yet Taken them Away nor Examin’d them,
Thoroughly, You have great Loss in the large Bottles Which | SupposeWas
Occasiomrd by our Long passag& Tossingin the Ship,| will As SoonAs he Takes
themAway makeyou An Acc' of them—>°

%8 Cf. page40, letterof the 3 July 1754below.
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Virginia Aug’ 11" 1753
D' Sir

| am Debt’ To your Two favoursperthe Hudson& Hicks the Latter of which was
Deliveredme This Weekby Cag Gilpin In both Which am glad to be Informed of
the Continuanceof y" happyress& My Sister & Little Neacé® Continuing Well,
Nothing but being An Eye WitnessWoud Give Me GreaterPleasurel made No
doubtyou Woud be So from our first Speakingof y" MarrageWith My D" Sister
Or ShoudNot pressedou asl did —

Cap Gilpin tells me, & my Mother Informs my Wife In A Letterto her, how
happy Sheis In my Sister& Child CompanyWhich givesus GreatPleasure-

As | am SettledheareAlone | mustEndevourto makemy SettlementAs Agreeableas
| can& it addsmuchto it to beInformedof their happyState Whowe Love & Are So
nigh Relatedtoo, tho Sum times | Cannothelp Repireing We are at So greata
distanceNo doubtbut In my Way & Stock In TradehereWe With CommonFortune
may Advance Our SelvesAs fast again& More then We Can in Europein Any
Trade | am AcquaintedWith, But the being Settledfrom our Famdy & Friends
Imbitters All our prospects.l have great Reasonto be Thankful for the many
Blessingd havehad | am Settledin anHonourable=amily & haveGot an Agreeable
Partner& CannotSay but | have Got as EaseyA fortuneas| Could Expectin the
time, These& the Good State of healthl havegenerallylnjoy’d is Morethenl Cou’d
Expect,but In this County A Man hasso manyAdvantageou®rospects& Waysof
Laying out moneythat | CannotSay but | am more Anctious after money& Sum
times Repineat the Want of it Then| Shoud doe, howeverMy buildings Are Near
finished& | havepaid In that Artickle & In the purchaseof Lands& NegrosAbove
1500 Sincel Left You wh hasVirtu. Straitendme Much & hasmademe pressA
little Too muchUponM' Hicks tho' | dareSay500£is asmuchAs heis or Everwas
In Advancefor me, & he hasbefore now had 300£ of my moneyin his handsfor

Yeastogether

% George'dfirst child, SusannalMaria, hadbeenbornonthe 29" Septembef. 752.[Memorial Talet,
St Cuthbert’sChurch,Carlisle,Cumberland(Now Cumbria),England.]



My Virginia EstateYearly is Above 150£peranna atthis Time, & ourlandincreases
Neardoublein SevenYearsin Value & my Comissiondrom him & OthershasNot
been Lessthen 25CE More for this Two Years past & Like to Encrease& Not
decreas My outlyings Nearover,| amIn hopesto be Able to Let asmuchMoneybe
in hishand & Lay doublethetimeIn A Yearor Two Which he may dependUponl
only Mention this Thatif M" Hicks ShoudSay anythingto You About Payingany
money for me you may Sooth him & Ashurehim | will RepayWith Interest& own
the Obligation | Coud get The money In London but think | had better be Under
Obligation To him Who | Can makea Returntoo Then Another This Much for My

BusinesdAffairs —

| amNextto Inform youthat Thefirst of this Instantmy Sally broughtMe A fine Boy
Into the Worald, Sheand it is in A Very hopdul way, Shedid not Attemptto Nurseit
her Self, on ac@' of her Breastsbut We haveGot it to A Very healthyone& amn
hopesit may Live We intend it To be Christenedon TuesdayNext & to Call it
William® - | hadthatVery day Movedinto my New home& SheWasbroughtto bed
by onein theMorningit’s A fine beginning—

Cap Wilson hasA Small Box With A few Com’on Shelk thatone of our Masters
of A SloopbroughtMe from S' Kitts, theyareall Small& Veryordinaryl Promised
When Last in England | Woud get sum for my Sister & Miss S. Appelby** but
Intendedbetter Then these howeverthe Master has promisedto get better this

Voyage,& | only Sendtheseto Shewyou | did notforgit —

Col: Fairfaxis Going Out Next Weekto Another Treaty With the Chiefs of the six
Nation IndiansNext Weekon Acc' of Sum Attemptsthe Frenchare Makeingto gett
them from the English Interestl shal Accompanyhim & if anything Worth
While | Shall Inform you—

My Wife & Col Fairfax bothjoyn mein our WarmestWishesfor Y & My Sister&
Nieces health & Wishing you every Worddly good ConcludeMe Y' Affectionet

0 The family Bible confirmsWilliam’s dateof birth asthe 1% August1753,but sadly,alsorecordshis
deathonthe 8" November1755.

®1 SusannaAppleby was born aboutMay 1719, a youngersisterof GeorgeCarlyle’s wife, Dorothy.
[Old ParishRecordsEngland,Countyof CumberlandParishof Kirklinton. LDS Batchno.C057992.]



Brother& Hble Servant

JohnCarlyle



AlexandriaApril 181754
My Dr Brother,

| am Much favour’d with yoursby the BearerCap Court,& As | Wrote you by Cag
Gilpin Which You hadnot Received Shall Saylittle As to my famely Affairs only
that my SonWilliam is A fine healthyChild, & We Expectto havehim homein A
Monthstime or asSoonAs his Mother& | Returnfrom ajourneyto Williamsburg—

Your kind ConcernAboutus & the probability of our beingAttackedon our frontears
is Not Without foundation& it hasbeenThoughtof Such Corsequencehat Lord
Holdernes¥ order'd our Goverri to Sendan Expresso the FrenchComandantn the
Ohio a Branchof the Missisupato Demandby What Authority the Frenchbuilt forts
Interruptedour Trade &c to the Westwardof our Settlements& to Warn them to
Withdraw if they Refusedto Repelthem by Force,Mr Washingtof®, A Brother of
My LateBrotherln Laws™, Wentout, A dareingattemptin Decembei& Januarythro
our Mountains400 Miles Westfrom Us, Throw Snow So Deepthat horsescou’d not
travel. & wasObligedto taketo his feet& Walk, but ashis journalls printed!’l Send
it to you Whenhe Del® his Letters&c to the FrenchCond his AnswerWas he was
Their by orderof the Com of the Frenchat Quebeck& ShouldStaytil he Recalled
him & woud Repelforce With force, Upon This our Parlementsn everyCol on this
ContinentWasSeveralConveaned& our AssemblyhasRaisedTen Thousandhound
to SupportA Regiment& to build A fort on the River Ohio; & the Govef by the

Recommendatiorof Col Fairfax has Appointed Me Commissaryof Storesand

62 RobertDarcy, 4™ Lord Holderness(17181778) diplomatand politician, was British Secretaryof

Statewith responsibilityfor the American Coloniesamongother statesand territories, from March
1754 to March 1761. His contemporariegonsiderechim a “very incapable”man who was largely
contentto follow the ordersof his superiors[Oxford Dictionary of National Biography vol. xv, pp.

132-4.]

& GeorgeWashingtorwasjust twentytwo yearsold at the time when this taskwasgivenhim.

8 JC’s*“late brotherin-law” was GeorgeWashington’selder half brother,Lawrence who diedin July
1752. Lawrencewas married to Sally Fairfax Carlyle’s sister, Anne Fairfax. JC was one of his
executorsalongwith the Hon. William Fairfax who wasLawrence’sfatherin-law, GeorgeFairfax his
brotherin-law, his brothers Augustine and George,and his friend Nathaniel Chapman.Nathanel

Chapmanwasalsooneof the executorsof his father, AugustineWashington[Gerry Webb, Fairfax of

York (York 2001), p. 112. Henry Fitz-Gilbert Waters, The New England Historical & Genealogical
Registervol. xlv (1891),p. 215.]



Provisions& paymasteto the Regmerft® My pay for w'ch [turn over] My pay Will
be Very Considerabld rank as Captaift® & have8/ per Day & Comis' for What |
purchasek paythe Army | amIn hopest mayturn out £500perAnn. & amAllowed
Three Deputysof my own ChoosingThe Postis attendedwith great Trouble &
fatigue& Care,tho Little Risque& the Profit Makesup for the fatigue—

| Coud not omitt doeingmy Self the Pleasureof Acquainting You With this As |
know you'd RejoyceWith Me on any prefaremerft the Gové is my heartyFriend&
you may be Ashured!’'l take Care my BehavourShall be Such as Shall not be
Blamed-

PleaseAcquaintMy Mother| havenottime to Write her but hopeShe’l Excuseit As
| Wrote herby Cap Gilpin —

| Shall Write by the first Oppertunityl have& Incloseyou Coll Washingtonslournal
& WhatElsel canpick up Worth Notice here

PrayMake my Comp® Acceptableto My Sisterin Which my Sally heartilyjoynsalso
to You & my Little Niecé&® - & our Duty to my Mother When You Write her &
believemeto beatAll times.

Y" Most AffectionetBrother& Hble Ser

JohnCarlyle

To

¢ GovernorDinwiddie of Virginia formally appointed]C asCommissarof Storeson the 27" January
1754.(Dinwiddie Papersyol. i, p. 53.)

% In fact he continuedo hold therank of Major (seepostscriptto his letterto his brotherdated1® May
1751,p. 23,above) It is difficult to understandhow he mistookhis rank sinceby thetime hewrotethis
letter he hadreceivedcorrespondencehich clearlyaddressetiim asMajor. The earliestpublicrecord
in which JCis addressedsColonelis anentryin GeorgeWashington'Diary of the 29" April 1756.

" This spelling is another indication of JC’s Scottish accent. It is an almost exact phonetic
representatioof theway a Scotsmarpronouncesheword preferment.

8 Susannavaria wasbornto Georgeand Dorothy Carlyle on the 29" Septembef.752andlived until
Januaryl833.[Memorial Stone,St. Cuthbert’sChurch,Carlisle, Cumberland England.]JJohnCarlyle
wasclearly unawarewhenhewrote this thata nephew,William, hadbeenborntwo monthsearlier,on
the 17" Februarybut had died lessthana monthold on the 13" March,a monthbeforethe dateof the
letter. [NicholasCarlisle,Collectionsfor a History of the AncientFamily of Carlisle, (1822),p. 128]



Doctor GeorgeCarlyle
Physiciann
Kendall
PerHandof CaptWilson

AlexandriaJuly 3% 1754

My DearBrother

My Lastto youwasby Cag Courtw'ch hopeyou haveRed & to Which | desireto
be Refirrd, this now Waits on you by Cag Wilson who Sayshe’l deliverit With his
own handsWith Sum papersRelatingour ExpeditionWhich | Expectto SendWith

him —

Your favour of the 28 Feb” gaveme the AgreeableAcc' of my Sistersbeing Safely
deliverd of a Sorf® & May She& he & My Little Neice Continueln healthto be y"
Comfort Is my hearty Prayer,my Young mar® hasbeenAbout A Month Returnd
from Nurse SheProvingwith Child madeus take him hom at 10 m® but he Thrives
Grows& is Very good& AttemptsTo Walk & Talk Very Well, his Motheris Not In
so Gooda Stateof healthAs | CoudWish | am Afraid [for her’ - insered & is notat

Preasenin awayto Increaseour Famely—

| have by this Oppertunity Wrote my Mother & hope She’l Excuseme Sumtimes
Whenl omitt it for I Ashureyou Sincel took the CommissioruponMe | hardly have

time to Write to anybody—

| Supposenow as We are likely to havethe Seanof Action With Us, you Will be
Desirousto haveAs Particularacé® asWe Cangive you of Every thing which Shall
doeasmuchasMy time Will Admit — In Leweis[?]* the 14" JuneMr Colbarf? Laid

% Seenote68 abovere the birth of this son, William. The sadnewsof his deathon the 13" March still
cannothavereachedAlexandrig eventhoughmore thanthreemonthshad passedvhen JohnCarlyle
wrotethis.

0 John’sson, William, wasborn on the 1% Augustin the previousyear. Seeabovein the letter dated
11" August1753,p. 32.

" JC’'swriting is indistinctat this point andthis namedifficult to decipher.He maybe referringto the
smallcity of Léviswhich lies onthe southerrshoreof the St. LawrenceRiver, oppositeQuebec.



a Scheamto joyn the French Settlementson Canida, With the Settlementson the
MassacepdMissssippi, belongingto the French& hemeingus In, by the Alpearf®
Mountains& this junction Woud oblige All the Indiansto be Dependantn The
FrenchCrown, & uponany Warr they might senddown their Indians& Cut of our
People& Drive of their Stocksof Cattle &c & be Very Troublesome& dangerous
Neighboursn Consequencef that Scheantor this Ten Yearspasttheir Mishoners
havebeenSentdewn up the River Canidd* & Into the Lakesthen down the River
Ohio, A Branchof the Missiscepieto Orlians, & they haveSettup Crossest bured
Platesof Copper,Lead,&c With InscriptionsNoteing their Taking possessiof> A
Copy of oneof themCap Wilson Will Let you haveby Which Weekpretencesf We
hadnot StirredIn it uponanotherTreateythey woud Claimedthos Lands,for this 4
Yearspastthey have Sentpartysof Armed men & have built SeveralSmall Block
houses& of Late haveTakenour Indian Traders& Carreydor Sentthem Prisoners
To Canida,uponw’ch our & all the Govern¥ on the ContinentRemonstratedo his
Majesty, & last Winter A Man of Warr camehere on purposeWith ordersto our
Governourto Sendout A Messingerto demandof the ComandingOfficer of the
Frenchby What Authority they Settledon Landsto the Westwardof the English
Settlementas We Claim all the Landsto the pacefickOcean,Maj’ Washingtonwas
pitcheduponfor that Embassy& Cap Wilson hasa Copy of his Journalto ShowMr
Hicks & thenbring to you, Which Will Answerfor it Self,® on his Return& Report
our AssemblyMett & Agreedto Raie a Regimentof Soldiersof 300 mené& Leveyd
£10,000for their maintainance& pay, & Expectedall the Colonysto do the Same,
N°: CarolinaAssemblyVoted £12000& threehundredMen Also, the other Colonys
Yett havedone Nothing his Majesty order Three IndependentCompanysfrom New
York & CharlesTown, to Aid our New LeveysWho Are All Arriv'd With us, the
Virginia Regimentis got out To The Ohio, & the 28 May hadan Ingagemen{a party

2 \Wasthis Jamed_oganColbert(b. ca. 1721)the Chickasawndianleader?

3 JCis referringto the Appalachianand AlleghenyMountainswhich are certainlyimpressiveenough
to be giventhe descriptionAlpine or Alpean.

™ The River Canadapr ‘Riviére du Canada’ wasthe original namefor the St. LawrenceRiver. The
namefirst appearedn mapsin the mid sixteenthcenturyasgivenby the explorerJacque<£artier.

> The Allegheny River risesabout20 miles southof Lake Erie and flows southwestinto the Ohio

River, which itself flows into the Mississippi and on to New Orleansandthe Gulf of Mexico. These
threerivers,therefore form a naturalbarrierstretchingalmostthe entiredistancefrom northto southof

the United States.If the Frenchhad beenableto lay claim to all the land lying to the west of these
rivers, they would haveacquiredapproximatelytwo thirds of the presentareaof the United Statesof

America. JC’s observationabove that the Colonies would have been hemmedin behind the
AppalachiarandAlleghenyMountainswasperfectlyaccurate.

"6 Cf. Letterdated18" April 1754 page35, above.



of ours of 40 Men & Comd' by Col WashingtonMet A party of Frenchof 35
Comandedby Mon" DeJummunvil& We had So much the Advantagethat with the
Loss of one man only We kil® 14 & Took 21 prisonersAmond the first was the
Comande& Amond the LastWas2 Officers & 2 Cadetsoneof the Officers Named
Laforceis A manof GreatConsequencdjeis My Brother Comissaryof Storesfor
the FrenchArmy & Speaksl4 Indianlang’ - (ashe told me himself) M" Wilson Will

Let You havetheInstructions& Copyof A SummondoundIn the Comander$ocket
WhenDeadYou SeetheyArtfully pretendtheywasComeingon an Embassybut for
many Reasond Coud provetheywas[newpagg they cameas Spys& As Soonas
theywasReinforcedfrom thefort, [insered: ‘they wou'd haveAttack! our Camp’] or
why did Not they deliver the SummonsWhenthey hadbeen 5 daysWithin Sight of
our Camp,We fully ExpecttheseDisturbancedVill bringon A FrenchWarr again,|

haveSeveralpapersRelateingthe TransactionaVhich if 1 cangetin Shall Sendyou,
tho’ Sum Peopleare So fond Of News from the Campthat | can hadly keep my

Letters’’

" JCwasquiteright in anticipatinga future conflict with the French This fifteen minutebattle,which
took placeon the 28" May 1754,wasthe sparkthatignitedthe Frenchindian War. The British claimed
sovereigntyover the entire continentwestof the Colonies.In particularthe Ohio Companyof Virginia
had claimed 200,000acres,grantedby royal charter,west of the Allegheny Mountains. Governor
Dinwiddie of Virginia commissionedhe young GeorgeWashingtonto lead an expeditionto build
roadsand forts to protectthe Company’sinterests.A seriesof forts was planned,startingwith Fort
Cumberlandat Wills Creek,which flows into the PotomadRiver at oneof its mostnortherlypoints,at
what is todaythe town of CumberlandMaryland. The French,however,sawthis asa direct threatto
their interests They had ambitionsto link their territoriesin Canadawith the Mississippito the south
viathe Ohio Valley. Theytoo hadbeendevelopinga chainof forts linking QuebecNew York, through
lllinois andendingat New Orleans.As JC describest in this letter, this wasthe “Scheamto joyn the
French Settlementon Canida,with the Settlementson the Massacepiepelongingto the French &
hemeingusin...” However,the Ohio wildernessvasthe weakpointin this scheme.

It wasduring Washington’sxpeditionthathe andhis force metwith the Frenchin the minor
skirmishwhich JC describesat whathasbecomeknownasJumonvilleGlenin Pennsylvaniaabout 50
miles SW of Pittsburgh.Controversybeganalmost immediately afterwards.The French prisoner
Drouillon, who was secondin commandto de Jumonville, claimed that the party had beenon a
diplomatic missionto warn the English to leave the Ohio valley. Washingtonhimself arguedthat
everythingaboutthe behaviourof the Frenchindicatedthat they were on a missionto spy on the
British roadbuilding project. The uncertaintyremainsto this day, thoughJC wasclearly convincedof
the spy theory. Washingbn himself argueshis casein his diary, which may indicate concernthat he
would needto give an accountof his actionin due course.This was,after all, his first military battle.
Immediatelyafterthis eventWashingtorfell backto GreatMeadowswherehe built Fort Necessity.

Washington'sdiary recordsthe deathof de Jumonvilleand nine others,not the 14 that JC
states.Other reportsdiffer asto the exactnumberof Frenchdeaths.JosephCoulon de Villiers de
Jumonvillewasa FrenchCanadianbornin New France how partof Quebecjn 1718.

Michel Pépindit La Force was, as JC discovered,a noted linguist in English and native
Americanlanguagesas well as being Commissaryfor the Frenchstores.He met JC on his way to
prisonat Williamsburg,thoughthe exactcircumstancesire unknown.[Melanie & NormanLa Force,
“Michel Pepindit La Force& JohnCarlyle: A Link to the SevenYears’ War,” Carlyle HouseDocent
Dispatch NorthernVirginia RegionalParkAuthority (April 2007).]



| Wrote you In my Last of my Appointmentas Comisaryof Stores& paymasterA
post of honour & Great Profit if properly manadgedAt preasentit is the most
Troublesomenel Everhadl haveSix Deputys& am Seldomathomea Day my Sef
| am tomorrow goeing out Into the Back Countryswith 3 hundredmen that are
Marcheingto the Campé& on my Returnlf any News Shall AcquaintYou With it, at
preasenthe Frenchare Very Quiet & fortyfying them Selvesbut As Soonasall our

menjoyn & our Cannongettsout We Expectto give a GoodAcco' of them—

You mention In Your former Letter to know What | had done Ab' Your things |
broughtto Virginia | believel Wroteyou In along passagé& badWeatherTossingin
the Ship A Goodmany of the BottleswasBroke & thata Young ScotchGentleman
had Offer'd to purchasehe Whole, | hadagreedwith him butashewasA Strainger
proposedsiving me Securityfor the Paymentn 12 mo® uponwhich Proposahe flew
of & Neveraskedthe PriceMore, & In Six monthsor Lesshe Ranaway Sothat had
he boughtYou woud Lossthe Whole, Sincel haveSold A Goodmany of the Potts
Sumfew Bottlesthe Marble Mortar & Marble StoneAll Which ShallRenderyou An
Acc' of by Cap Gilpin If | haveallittle More Time ThenNow the Medicinsl Canget
Nothingfor — ®

| Shall Always Take the GreatestPleasurdn Writeing to My D" Brother & may be
Ashured! Shallby Every OppertunityStealA little time to Unburdenmy Selfto you
& with Sallys& My Little Will's ComplimentsTo you & my D" Sister& Little onesl

Everammy D' Brother—
Y' AffectionetBrother& Hble Sef

JohnCarlyle

"8 Cf. page31, letterof the 12" Novemberl 752.



Above:GeneraEdwardBraddocktheleader,in 1755,0f theunsuccessfutxpeditionfrom
Englandto preventthe Frenchfrom furtherthreateninghe AmericanColonies.

Below Two of GeneraBraddock’'sAidesde Camp.

CaptainRogerMorris CaptainRobertOrme



AlexandriaAug' 15" 1755
My D' Brother

| Receivedyour Letter by the Hudsonalso Your othersinceWith the Affecting news
of the Deathof our D" Mother/® | hadheardit by oneGrahamA PassengehatCame
In the Hudson& wonder’'dat it, As your Letter madeNo Mention of it, but had it

ConfirmedToo Soon,We havea Lossin the want of sogoodA parrentbut daresay
shedye’d As All goodChristiansShou’ddoe—

| am Very uneasythat you had not ReceivedMy Lettersby the Hicks, but hopeyou
Receivedthem Soonatfter. In themwas InclosedA letter from Col Fairfax, desiring
you to Take careof his YoungestSonMr William,® | am very desirousof hearing
from you to know how you Approve of his Scheamfor him & whetheryou have

Carredit Into Execution-

| mustNext TakeNotice of your Concernfor Usin this Troublesomdime’s [sic|, We
Rely never knew what Taxes was, nor the Great InconvenienceAttending Warr
before,we are under StrongApprehension®f the French& Their IndiansVissiting
our backinhabitants& killing & Driveing themof from Their PlantationsWe areall
obliged to be Soldiars, & Defend our Propertys,our Militia Tittles is not Now
Nominate but Actuall - & If youwasto SeeMe Now In my Milatary, | doubtNot but
you'd Think we Make but A poor figure SumArmed, and Sumnot, | Will Endevour
to give you As particular An Acc' As | can of Every thing passedThis Seasonin

which we haveLost Somuchhonour&c —

Lastfall whenCap Gilpin left Us we WasRaisingMen, & Money,to fill our Virginia
Regiment,& waited for Directionsfrom EnglandWhich Cameln March Last, with

" RachelCarlyle was buried at St. Cuthbert'sParish, Carlisle, Cumberlandon the 4" March 1755.
[Burial Register St Cuthbert'sParish,Carlisle.]

% William Henry Fairfax wasbornin 1739, the sonof Col. William Fairfax of Belvoir and his wife
DeborahClarke andthereforehdf-brotherof JC's wife, Sarah.[Gerry Webb, Fairfax of York (York
2001),p. 112.] A family memorialat Fairfax CountyCemeterynearthe ruins of the Belvoir Mansion,
Virginia, reads,'In memoryof the youngessonof William Fairfax, Esg.William HenryFairfax1739
1759.Subalterrin Bragg’s (28th) RegimentDied of woundsrec’d with Wolfe beforeQuebec.



Gerl Braddock* & the forcesunder his Com’and, the Troops& Men of Warr all
Arrived Safeasdid Braddock,they WasorderedUp here,(the highestLandingupon
the Continent)& wereLandedin high Spiritsabout1600men,besidesA fine Train of
Artillery 100 matrosse¥ &c & Seemedo be Afraid of nothingbut thatthe French&
Indians Woud not Give them A Meeting, & try their Courage,we that knew the
Numbers&c of the French,Indivour'd to Setthem Right, but to no Purposethey
dissmissedis& Them& by Sun meansor anothercameln SoPrejudicedagainstus,
our Country,&c thatthey UsedUs Like an EnemyCountry& Took everythingthey
wanted& paid Nothing, or Very little for it, & When Complaintswas madeto the
Conf? Officers, they Curst the Country, & Inhabitants,Calling Us the Spawn of
Convicts, the Swee® of the Goals [sic] &c, which made their Company very
disagreeable- The General& his Aid de Camp§® Secretar} & Servant® Lodged

8 General Edward Braddock (16951755) Born in London of a military family, he joined the
ColdstreamGuardsas an ensignin 1710andwasa Major Generalby 1754.He was orderedto take
commandof the forcesagainstthe enemyat the startof the Frenchindianwar andarrivedin Virginia
on the 10" February1755. His taskwasto siegeFort Duquesneon the forks of the Ohio River, then
sweepthe Frenchbackinto Canadaand eventuallysiegeQuebecand Montreal. Braddockwas given
just two regimentsand commented,'We are sentlike sacrificesto the altar.” [Lee McCardell, Il
StarredGeneral,Braddockof the ColdsteamGuards (Pittsburgh1958),p. 134. Oxford Dictionary of
NationalBiography vol. vii, pp.171-3. TheGentleman’sMlagazine (London1784),vol. liv, p. 207.]
8 An artillery soldiernextin rankbelowagunner.

8 CaptainRobertOrme (1732179). He waswoundedin the leg during the Battle of Monongahela
River, the attackin which GeneralBraddockwaskilled. With the Generaldead hereturnedto England
wherehe quit thearmy.In 1756, Sir JoshuaReynoldswascommissionedo painthis portraitwearing
his military uniform. The paintingnow hangsin the National Galleryin London.He marriedthe Hon.
Audrey Townshend,the daughterof the 3° Viscount Townshend,in 1766. It was Viscount
Townshend’sson, CharlesTownshend(172567), who engineeredhe StampAct by which a three
penceper poundduty was levied on glass,paperand, mostfamously,tea. [R. H. SpencerCarlyle
Family andthe Carlyle Houseandits Associatims (1910),p. 42n.]

CaptainRogerMorris (17271794) was appointedsecondaidede-campon Braddock’sfirst
day at Carlyle House He waswoundedduring Braddock’sdefeat.He purchase@ major'scommission
on the 16" February1758 and took part in the siegeof Louisbourg,CapeBretonIsland, Canadaln
1759he servedwith Wolfe at QuebecHe retired from thearmyin 1764andsettledin New York City
with his Americanwife, Mary Philipse,daughterof the wealthylandownerFrederickPhilipse,whom
he hadmarriedin 1758.He remaineda loyalist during the AmericanRevolutionand his considerable
estitewasconfiscatedn Octoberl777.As aresulthe returnedto Englandwherehe died at York. His
wife lived on until 1825,whenshediedat the ageof 96.[Oxford Dictionary of National Biographyvol.
XXXiX, pp.3123.]

8 William Shirley Jr. (1721-1755), sonof the Governorof Massachusett$de waskilled in the Battle
of MonongahelaRiver. [Lee McCardell, lll Starred General, Braddockof the ColdstreamGuards
(Pittsburgh 1958) p. 137, citing SargentWinthrop, History of an Expeditionto Fort Dusquene
(Philadelphia,1856); PennsylvaniaMagazineof History andBiography,vol. xxii, p. 499; Pennsylvania
Gazette 11" March1755.]

% ThomasBishop an old ColdstreamGuardsmarnwho had beenwith GeneralBraddockfor many
years andFrancisDebouxhis cook.[Lee McCardell,lll StarredGeneral,Braddockof the Coldstream
Guards (Pittsburgh 1958), p. 137, citing Sargent, Winthrop, History of an Expeditionto Fort
Duquesne (Philadelphial856); Pennsylvanidvlagazineof History and Biography,vol. xxii, p. 499;
PennglvaniaGazette 11" March1755.]



with Me ? he took everythinghe wantedabusedmy house& furniture, & mademe
little or No Satisfactiontho’ Expressed Greatdealof Friendshipfor me & Gaveme
A Commissionas Keeperof the Kings Storeshere,which he AssuredMe Shou’dbe
Worth £100PerAnnoto Me & paid me £50for the Useof my housefor a Month, but
to our Greatjoy they Marchedfrom henceAb' the 20" of April & With the Greatest
Parade& NegligenceGot Up Safeto Fort CumberlandA fort built lastYearafter Mr
WashingtonDefeatAt A Placecalled Shawne[e]ndian FieldsDepictedin the Smal
Map tha you haveof Lord FairfaxsNorthernNeck) andNearthe headof Potowmack
& About 100 Miles from hence thenthey proceededVith about400wagons& 1000
baggageHorsesover the AleganaMountainswith Greatfatigue to MonengahelaA
Branchof the Ohio, [insated ‘110 miles farther’] a Branchof the MassiscepaVhere
they were met With About 300 Indians& Sumfew Frenchwho gavethenthe most
RemarkableDrubing that We haveln history, for Particularsof the Engagementhe
Killed & Wounded! Referr You to the InclosedNewspaper& Dare say you may
dependonthe Truth of it asl know the Author & havehadthe FactsRelatedoy many
Officers present;their was the GrandesiCongressheld at My homeeverknown on
this Continent’ GoV*® Shirley®® of New England Morris®® of pensilvanaPelancey®

% Braddockarrivedin Alexandriaon the 26" March 1755andwasissuinghis first ordersfrom Carlyle
House the next day, which was Maundy Thursdaythat year. [Journal of Captain Robert Orme -
Memoirs of the Historical Scciety of Pennsylvaniavol. v. p. 291. According to local tradition,
Braddock’'sroom was upstairsat the rear of the house,overlookingthe PotomacRiver. A guardwas
mountedfor the Generalconsistingof one lieutenantand thirty private soldiers.[W.H. Lowdermilk,
Major General Edward Braddock Orderly Books from February 26 to June 17, 1755. from the
Originals, in the CongressionalLibrary (CumberlandMaryland1878, p. vii.]

8 FournorthernGovernorsarrivedon Sundaythe 13" April for the startof the conferencehe nextday.
Braddockwrote his reportof the Congresso Londonon the 15" andGovernorSharpeandthreeof the
governordeft for Annapolis.“The first propositionput forward by the Genera[Braddock],afterlaying
his letter of instructians before the group, was a proposalto establisha commonfund to bear the
expense®f the war. Unanimouslythe governorsvoted this down. Their own experiencesvith their
assembliesluring the pastfew monthshad convincedthemthat sucha fund could neve be setupin
the colonieswithout the aid of ParliamentBut they approvedall threeof Braddock’sotherproposals:
(2) the appointmenbf Col. Johnsorasan envoyto treatwith the Indiansandtry to persuadehe Six
Nationsto fight asEnglishallies againstthe French,(2) simultaneousttacksuponthe Frenchforts in
Nova Scotia,at Crown Point, Niagara(“the mostimportantof our actions,”Braddocksaid),and the
Forks of the Ohio, and (3) the constructionof two 60-ton war vesselson Lake Ontario. Someof the
northerngovernorsthoughtBraddock’sprojectedmarchacrossthe mountainsan unnecessaryazard
andexpenseconsideringhatthe enemywasmoreaccessiblérom New York. Privatelytheysuspected
somemisrepresentationn the part of Virginia wasresponsibldor this, but therewasno argumentno
proteston this point for the record. Braddock’sordersfrom London were positive. Braddockwas
surprisedat the importancewhich the governorsattachedo winning over the Six Nations.Of all the
suljectsbroughtup onthe carpetthis seemedo be regardedasoneof greatestonsequencesofar he
hadhadno direct dealingswith Indiansand hadnot troubledhimselftoo muchaboutthem.Nonehad
volunteeredto join his expedition,but Dinwiddie thoughtthey would comein. The Generalasked
Morris to do what he could to prevail uponfriendly Indiansof Pennsylvanido join the army at Fort
CumberlandWills Creek,Maryland,butto leavetheir womenandchildrenbehind. They will bevery



of New York, Sharp® of Maryland, Dinwiddie®* of Virginia, General Braddock

Comadorekepple”® & manyotherGentlemenwasHereSeveraldays& concertedhe

troublesomen camp,’ he said. At Braddock’sdictationhis secretaryyoungShirley,drew up a formal
commissiorappointingCol. Johnsorto superintencdandmanagehe affairs of the Six Nationsandtheir
allies. Two speecheso the Indianswere preparedThe Colonelwasto takepresentgo the Indians(for
which the Generalwould advance£2,000)and deliver the two speeche#n the General’sname.”[Lee
McCardell,lll StarredGeneral,Braddockof the ColdstreamGuards(Pittsburgh1958),pp. 166-7. Cf.
Memoirsof the Historical Societyof Pennsylvaniavol. v, Journalof CaptainOrme p. 300. For the
Minutesof the Conferenceseethe British National Archivesref. WO 34/73,pp.33-34.]

Having failed to persuadehe Governorsattendingthe Congresghat a fund be setup to bear
the costof the war, Braddockwroteto Sir ThomasRobinson Secretanof Statein London,on the 15"
April. “You will be sufficiently informed, Sir, by the minutesof the Council, of the Impossibility of
obtainingfrom the SeveralColoniesan Establibmentof a GeneralFundagreeabléo my Instructions,
from His Majesty, andthe Circular Letter sentby you to the RespectiveGovernors- Very little has
beenrais’d in any of ‘em sincemy lastaccounto you .... | can’t helptakingthe Liberty of mentionirg
the Necessitythereappeardo me to be of someTax beingLaid throughoutHis Majesty’s Dominions
in North America(agreeablédo the opinionsof the Council) for repayingthe Large Sumswhich must
be advanc’dfor His Serviceandthe Int'rest of His Colories at this importantCrisis.” [British National
Archives, ref. WO 34/73] This letter, written from Carlyle’s house s the secondrecordedsuggestion
of a principle which would eventuallyleadto the AmericanRevolutionand,ultimately,the Declaration
of IndependenceTl hefirst written recordof the ideacomesfrom GovernorSharpe(seenote91 below)
andit is possiblethatit wasSharpewho suggestethe thoughtto Braddock.The ideawasnot takenup
by the British Parliamentuntil the StampAct waspasedin 1765.
8 Wwilliam Shirley (16%4-1771)wasbornin PrestonSussexEngland.He studiedlaw andpractisedn
London for eleven years until a personalfinancial crisis prompted his emigration to Boston,
Massachusettsn 1731, wherehe becameColonial Governorfrom 1741to 1756.1t was Shirleywho
initiated the attack on Louisbourgin 1745, having seenthe threatthat the FrenchWar (which had
brokenoutthe previousyear)posedo tradeandfisheries He wasappointedCommandeof the British
Forcesafter Braddock’sdeath.Note: JC is incorrectin sayingthat he camefrom New England.
[Dictionary of AmericanBiography vol. xvii, pp.120-2.]
% RobertHunterMorris (c. 17001764)bornin Morrisania,New York, he wasthe secondsonof Lewis
Morris, Governa of New JerseyHe waschief Justiceof New Jerseyfrom 1738until his death.He was
alsoLieutenantGovernorof Pennsylvanidrom 17541756.[Dictionary of AmericanBiography vol.
Xiii, pp.2256.]
% JamesDelan@y (17031760)was born in New York City, the son of a Huguenotemigrantfrom
Caenin France His fathersenthim to Englandfor his universityeducationat CorpusChristi College,
Cambridge. Later he read law at the Inner Temple in London and, while there, made many
acquaintancewhich would later becomemportantin his career.Returningto New York in 1725, he
wasadmittedto the bar andbecameChief Justicein 1733.He wasLieutenantGovernorof New York
from 17531755.[Dictionary of AmericanBiography vol. v, pp.212-3.]
! Horatio Sharpe(17181790) was born near Hull in England.He took up a military careeras an
officer in the British army.He held the office of ProprietaryGovernorof Marylandfrom 1753to 1768.
Somehistoriansclaim that he wasthe first to suggestwhat later becamethe StampAct. In 1754 he
wrote, in a letter to Lord Baltimore, the Proprietorof Maryland, a conciseoutline thatis certainly a
prototypeof the Act itself. [Archives, post,vi, 99.] Baltimoretook no interestin politics personally,
preferringto live a life of leisurein Englandand Italy, and so will have done nothing aboutthe
suggestionThe ideawas, however,takenup by GeneralBraddockwho passedt on to Sir Thomas
Robinsonin London (seenote 87 above).On being forced out of office in 1769 Sharperetired to
‘Whitehall’ his estatenearAnnapolis.[ Dictionary of AmericanBiography vol. xvii, pp.25-6.]
%2 RobertDinwiddie (16931770) was bornin Scotlang nearGlasgow For a period around1727 he
was Collectorof Customsfor Bermuda.ln 1738 he wasappointedSurveyorGeneralfor the southern
partof Americaincluding Virginia wherehe decidedto live. His positiongavehim membershipn the
councilsof the southerncoloniesand he took his seatat the Council of Virginia in Octoberl741.He
was appoingd LieutenantGovernorof Virginia from 1751:1758. A manof greatenergy,his lengthy
instructionsto subordinateshowa closeattentionto detail. However,worn out by his efforts during
the Frenchindian War, he wasgiven permissiornto returnto Britain in 1758 wherehe died at Clifton
nearBristol. [Dictionary of AmericanBiography vol. v, pp.316-7.]



Planfor this preasentCampain,in Which was Determined,Braddock& his Troups
wasto Attack Fort Duguesnein Which he Unhappylyfailed - GovernourShirleywith

his & KepperaleRRegimentaNasto Attack the Frenchfort At thefalls of Niagaria&

thenproceedo MeetBraddock,Col Johnstoff' A Nephewof the Late Ad' Warrens’”
& lives Above Albany, & is A GreatlIndian Trader & hasgreatintent [Interest?]
amongesthe Six Nationsof Indians,wasto Collect A body of 2000 Indians& With

SumTroopsfrom East& WestJerseyNew York Road[sic] IsleandWasto Attack
Crown point, these Two last We yet have not heard of their Success® Gov

Lawrencé’ Wasto Attack theforts & SettlementsNearNovaScotiaWhichhehas

% CommodoreAugustuskKeppel (17251786)was secom sonof the Earl of Albemarlewho hadbeen
Governorin-Chief of Virginia until his deathin Decemberl 754, thoughhe had neversetfoot there.
The youngerKeppelaccompaniedraddockto Americain Februaryl755.July of the sameyearsaw
the arrival of Vice Admiral Boscowen(q.v. page46, note 98) who supersededhim, enablinghim to
returnto Britain with the newsof Braddock’sdeath.By the endof the AmericanWar of Independence
andthefall of Lord North asPrimeMinister in London Keppelbeame First Lord of the Admiralty in
1782andwascreatedfirst ViscountKeppel.[Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, vol. xxxi, pp.
361-6.] JCmayhaveknownof him by reputationbeforehe arrivedin Virginia, sincehe travelledwith
Lord Ansonon his voyageroundthe world in 1740 andwe know that GeorgeCarlyle wastrying to
obtain a copy of the accountof that voyageto sendto Lord Fairfax in 1748. (Seenote by George
Carlyle written on the letter to him by JC datedJuly 1748, pagel9, above.)A numberof portraitsof
AugustusKeppelexist,includingtwo by Sir JoshuaReynolds

% Col. Sir William Johnson bart. (c.17151774) was born in Smithtown, Co. Meath, Ireland. His
mother,Anne Warren wasa sisterof Vice-Admiral Sir PeterWarren(g.v. note95). Johnsorarrivedin
Americasometime around1738at the urging of his uncle.He settlednearthe Mohawk River in New
York province and was quickly able to cut into Albany’s trade with the Indians. The relationships
which he developedwith the Mohawk Indians deepenedand he was appointed“Colonel of the
Warriors of the Six Nations” to enlist themin the strugglesagainst the Frenchduring the War of
Austrian Successionlt wasthis closeconnectiorthat madehim the ideal choiceby GeneralBraddock
to actashis agentto the Six Nations.[Oxford Dictionary of NationalBiography vol. xxx, pp.329-31.]
% Admiral Sir Peter WarrenKB (17031752)wasan Irishmanfrom County Meathwho rosequickly
throughthe ranksof the British Navy. In 1745 he commandedhe navalforce during the successful
attackon Louisbourg,CapeBreton,Nova Scotia.(Cf. Letterfrom JCto his brother dated1® December
1744 page9, above) He marriedSusannalDelancey sisterof GovernorJame®Delanceyof New York
presentat Braddock’scongresgseepage44, note 90, above).Thus Col. Johnson(g.v. note 94) was
distantlyrelatedto JamesDelancey.Warrendied in Dublin during a return visit to Ireland.[Oxford
Dictionary of NationalBiography vol. lvii, pp.495-7.]

% Johnson’s1755 campaignagainstFort St. Frédéric, Crown Point, on Lake Champlain,Vermont,
was in fact, consideredso successfuthat he wascreatedbaronetandgranteda £5,000reward though
he himselfwaswounded During the remainderof the Frenchindian War he obtaineda grantof 60,000
acresof land north of the Mohawk River. He died possessedf 60 slavesand 170,000acresof land,
makinghim the secondargestland ownerin the AmericanColonies.[Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography vol. xxx, pp.329-31.]

9 Lt. GovernorCharlesLawrenceof Nova Scotia(17091760)is notoriousfor havingsignedthe order
expellingthe Frent Acadiansfrom their homesandfarmsin Nova Scotiain 1755.The Acadianshad
tried to remainneutralduring the strugglesbetweenthe FrenchandBritish, but Lawrenceinsistedthat
they swearan oathof allegianceto the British Crown. Whenthey refused he obtainedthe backingof
his Colonial Council,on the 28" July, to expelanddispesethemamongthe colonies It is thoughtthat
as many as half of them died as a result of the hardshipsthey endured [Dictionary of Canadian
Biography vol. 3, pp. 361-6.]



Fourof thefive Colonial Governoravho attendedhe Congresat CarlyleHousein 1755.

TopLeft: GovernorRobertMorris of Pennsylvanidrom 17541756.He waslateroneof the
signatoriedo the Declarationof Independence.

TopRight: Horatio Sharpe Governorof Marylandfrom 1753to 1768.

BottomLeft: GovernoWilliam Shirley of Massachusetfsom 1741to 1749andfrom 1753
to 1756.

BottomRight: GovernorRobertDinwiddie of Virginia from 1751to 1758.



Above:Two of thedelegatiomrmccompanyingeneraBraddockfrom England both
mentionedn Col. Carlyle’s correspondence.
Left: AugustusKeppel.Right: Sir William Johnson.

Above:Theearliestportraitof GeorgeWashingtonpaintedin 1772by CharlesWilson Peale.
Thisis WashingtorasJohnCarlylewill haveknown him, wearirg his uniformasColonelof
theVirginia Regiment.



Effected& With Adm' Boscawen’® Takeingthe Two Men of Warr & A Transport
may In SumMeasureBallanceto Englandthe Unhappydefeatof Braddockhere,but
to Us Virginians Nothing Lessthan ShirleysTakeng Niagaria,cando Us any good *°
which woud Stopthe FrenchsComunicationfrom Canida,to Fort Duquesnewhich is
At preasentOpen,asis Also the Roadfrom thenceto our Frontears Where Their
Barbor Indiansare makeinglnroads& Scalping& Carryingof dayly famelysEither
to be Murder’d or Slavesfor life, we are dayly Expectingto be Calledout to joyn in
Bodys of Millitia, to Coverthe Frontearsfrom Those Cruel Brutes Incurtions— |
CannotPassover BraddocksCharacterWithout Sum Notice, As he Was Intrusted
With a ComissionWith greaterPowerthanever The Duke of Cumberland® or the
Late Duke of Malbrough® everhad, he Cou’d Com’andAll the Governourson the
Continent,& cou’d, Whenhe PleasedConstitute,a New Regiment,Putthem on the
British Establishnt & Give Away the ComissionsA PowerAlways beforeonly In the
handof the King, but On This ExpeditionPutInto the handsof GeneralBraddock,A
Man (If I amajudge)of Weekunderstandingpositive,& Very Indolent,Slaveto his
Passions\Women& Wine, As Greatan Epicureascould be in his Eateing,Tho’ A
braveMan, Seeinto what handsSo greatan Affair As the Settlingthe Boundarysn
N°® AmericaWas put, We are In hopesthey Are In betterhandsNow (In ShirleysA

% Admiral EdwardBoscawen(17111761)wasthe third sonof ViscountFalmouth.His hardfighting
tacticswon him the nickname“Old Dreadnaught”.JC’s mentionof his taking two men of war is a
referenceto an eventwhich occurredon the 9" June1755when Boscawercapturedtwo Frenchships
of a squadrorboundfor North America, the Alcide andthe Lys both 64 gunners He returnedto the
Englishnavalbaseat Spitheadwith 1,500prisoners]Oxford Dictionary of National Biography vol. vi,
pp.699-703.]

* GovernorShirley of Massachusettsufferedthe jealousyof New York politicians and otherrivals,
whointerferedwith his suppliesof equipmentmenandalliesamongthe Indians.He failed to takeFort
Niagara. [Alfred A. Cave, The French Indian War (Wesport, CT 2004), p. 113; Dictionary of
AmericanBiography vol. xvii, pp.121-2.]

190 princeWwilliam, Duke of Cumberland(1721-1765)wasthe youngersonof King Georgell. He was
loathedby the Scotswho considerechis nickname“Butcher” Cumberlandmostappiopriateafter his
forcesmassacredhe Highlandersat the Battle of Cullodenin 1746, following the failed attemptby
Bonnie Prince Charlie to take the throne of England.He had orderedhis troopsto give no quarterto
any highlanderwho hadsurvivedthe battle itself. The English,however who hadbeengivenaterrible
fright by the Scottishattemptto overthrowthe royal Houseof Hanover hailedhim asa greatdeliverer.
A ThanksgivingServicewas held at St. Paul’s Cathedralin London during which Handd's Seethe
CongueringHero Comeswasfirst performedin his honour.Acrossthe Atlantic he waslookedon asa
‘friend of America’ becauset was he who presidedover the appointmentof Lord Rockingham’s
ministry which repealedhe notoriousStampAct. [Oxford Dictionary of National Biography vol. lix,
pp.10513.]

101 30hnChurchill, the 1% Duke of Marlborough (16501722)was presentedvith BlenheimPalacein
Oxfordshireby a gratdul QueenAnne, after his victory againsthe Frenchat the Battle of Blenheimin
1704. The palacewas only completedin the year he died, but hasbeenlived in by the Dukes of
Marlborougheversince.Sir WinstonChurchill, the British PrimeMinister duringWorld War I, wasa
descendanand was born at BlenheimPalace [Oxford Dictionary of National Biography vol. xi, pp.
607-33.]



Good& braveman, & knowsthe English Fettle& boundshereaswell asany man—
We hereAre by farr the GreatesSufferersAs We hadRaisedA large Sumof money
before,& A Numberof Men, which In the Late Action SufferedMore than any
Others,& When the Red CoatsRan, they Stud & brough the General,& al the
Woundedout of the Field, & to Fort Cumberlandin Which many Dye’'d, & the
British Soldiarswas Seasedvith SuchA PanickAt the IndiansMethod of fighteing,
thatthey aredeterminedo Go in to Winter Quartersin July, (braveEnglish Men) &
haveLeft Our fort, the ProviS, Amonition thatsLeft, to the Remainsof our Blew’s
Provincial Troopswho are decreasedso much that our Upper & Lower houseof
Parliamentare Called together,on this Very Extraordinarytime of Danger,& we
undersand have Order’d 40,000moreto be Raised,& our Troopsto be filled up to
1200 Men and Put underthe Com’andof my Friend Col Washingtonto defendour
frontears We have Men Sufficient, but the money is Wanting, & Without our
Legislative Authority, Thinks properto IssueA PaperCurrunceyfor the preasen&
SoorderSuchDuties,asWill Sink or payof thatmoneyin 50 Years,We Shall All be
Ruind, My Taskegdji.e. Taxe$ This Year pastWasabove£20 Sterling& Next Year
Will be Near Double A thing Never known before here & makesit harderto be
Indured — | dare say | have Almost Tyerd you With My Long Detail of our
Misfortunesonly Expectyour Regardfor my SafetyWill pleadmy Excusefor me
alsothe Raretyof the Affair makesmefuller Thenl woud Otherwisebeen Ab' 1500
RegularTroops,& thoseBritish underthe Com’andof A Liet. General,& Ab' 80
BraveOfficers, A fine Train of Artillery, With Mortars&c, 500 matrossesto be beat
by 300 French& Indians,A perfectBanditty, to Kill Ab' 300, wound1300,& Take
the Whole of the Artillery, BagageNay, everything thatwason the Field It will Not
bebelievedin history& Whatwe hereuponthe Spotcanhardlythink true, -

| cannotyet finish without Acquaintingyou With A Little of my Domestic Affairs
that My D" Sally the 27" Alt: broughtMe a fine boy Which | havehad Christen'd&
Called GeorgeFairfax Carlyle After You & My Wife's oldestBrother'® the Child
Seemdo PromiseVery Wel & am In hopesSally wil be Able to Nurseit from one
breast,Shewas but indiferent the Whole of the Nine monthsbut am In hopesher

Nurseingmaybe of Serviceto her,My Little boyis William is As fine A Child asyou

192 GeorgeFairfax Carlyle wasborn on the 27" July and died on the 22 November [Carlyle Family
Bible, CarlyleHouse Alexandria,VA.]



Coud wish him'® — As to myself With my great fatiguesthe Last year In my
Commissionof Comissaryl got Colds & Wasunwell In the Winter & Springbut In
thefirst of may | Wentdownto our GeneralCourtto Settlemy last Accounts& being
determinedo Give up the Comissionl was TakenWith a Nervousfever Which Very
NearCarredMe of, but the Strengthof My Corstitution & the Assistanceof the best
Phisiciainin this Country,| RecoveredMy Memoryis Much Impaired,My heareing
Not SoGoodasformerly, butamIn hopesWith Careto be Reinstatedn the Whole, |
was Confined21 Days, 13 daysbeforemy Disorderhada Turn & it Costme Near
Sixty pounds— | amnow Very Carefulof my Self & hopeto be perfectlyRecovered
Soon Cag Wilson has PromisedMe to Assist in ProcureingA Good farmer If

Possablewith your AssistanceShoudbe muchobligedIf Suchaonecou’d begot-

PleaseExcusethe Incorectnessf this Letter | havenot time to Copyit overagain&
you haveit asit Occurredto Me My Wife joynsIn Love to You & My D' Sisterin
Wishing you every Earthly good & am D' Sir Y" Affectionet Brother & Humble

Servant

JohnCarlyle

Turnover

ThelnclosedLetteris for M" W™ Fairfax Supposeindpim to be at Kendalif Not his at
Wakefieldat HeathSchool%*

103 fact, the Family Bible recordsthat William died onthe 8" Novemberl755.
104 Seepage41, note80.



Above: Jumonville Glen where, on the 28" May 1755, a force under GeorgeWashington
ambusheda force of about 50 Frenchmenunder the commandof JosephCoulon de
Jumonville Since Britain and Francewere not then at war, the event had international

repercussiongndwasa contributingfactorin the startof the SevenYearsWar the following
year.

Below: Braddock’s Grave. General Braddock was mortally wounded at the Battle of
Monongahelaiver on the 9" July 1755anddied four dayslater.



AlexandriaAug' 10" 1757
My DearBrother

| wrote you in March Lastby the HudsonWhich Ship | amInformedis SafeArrived,

Sincel Receivedyour Agreeablefavour of the 3 March by Cag Gilpin & Observe
the Sictuation of your famely, I hope by this Time My Sister has Got over her
Nurseing& thather Little Sonis Reinstatedn a Good Stateof health!®® Cag Gilpin

telsMe Y' Little Daughteiis A Very AgreeableChild — My Lossess in SumMeasure
madeUp In A Little Girel too Who is Very healthy,We Luckily got A Very healthy
YoungNurse& Am In hopesShemaybe Sparedo Us'%°—

M" W™ Fairfax®” is Come In With Lettersfrom the Duke'® S Ed® Hawke™® &

Severabthersto Lord Lowdourt*® & is In hopesof ImmediatePrefermen—

Your Reasongor Not Sendingthe Picturesl Desired,| am SatisfyedWith, but Wish
you had Sentthem as it has Turned out, Now | think it prudentto Wait to See

WhetherWe May hopefor Peacébeforetheyare Sent—

15 On the 30" Octoberin the previousyear a secondson, George had beenborn to Georgeand
Dorothy Carlyle. However,John’sconcernfor his healthin this letteris justified, becausein fact, he
would die on the 18" November1757.[Nicholas Carlisle, Collectionsfor a History of the Ancient
Family of Carlisle, (1822),p. 128] Note JC’s Scottishaccentin his spellingof theword ‘girl’.

1% GeorgeCarlyle’sdaughtementionechereis Susannahornin 1752.By this date,JC and his wife
hadlost four children, Rache] Ann, William, and George nonemorethenthreeyearsold. However,
this letter notifies his brotherthat SarahFairfax Carlyle hadbeenbornin Alexandriaon the 4™ January.
[Carlyle Family Bible, Carlyle House Alexandria,VA.] Shewasthe only child of Johnand Sarahwho
would survive to full adulthood,dying in 1827. [JamesMunson, Col° John Carlyle, Gent. (NVPA
1986),p. 134.]

97 william Henry Fairfax. Seepage41, note80.

198 probablythe Duke of Cumberland(seepage46, note 100 abové who had fought alongsideLord
Loudounagainsthe Jacobiteuprisingin Scotlandjn 1746.

199 5jr EdwardHawke (17051781),a distantrelative of the Fairfaxesof Belvoir on his mother’sside,
joined the Royal Navy in 1720 and was a Rear Admiral by his early forties. His greatestsuccess
occurredin 1759whenhe prevented-rancefrom invadingBritain by a lengthyblockadeof the French
fleet at Brestendingwith the Battle of QuiberonBay on the 30" Novemberln doingso he established
superiorityoverthe Frenchnavyuntil thewar endedn 1763.He becamerirst Lord of the Admiralty in
1766,a postwhich he held until 1771,andwasmadel® BaronHawkein 1776.[Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography vol. xv, pp.886-92.]

19 30hnCampbell, 4™ Earl of Loudoun(17051782)wasborn at LoudounCastle, Ayrshire, Scotland.
He followed a military career.In Januaryl756 he acceptedhe postof Commandetin Chief of the
forcesin North America and, at the sametime, was apponted GovernorGeneralof Virginia and
Colonelin Chief of the 60" Foot, or Royal American Regiment,then being raisedin the Colonies.
LoudounCounty,Virginia, is namedin his honour.Seealsopage51, note114.[Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography vol. ix, pp.82021.]



| am surprisedMy ServantTebayWil sonsFriendshadbeeninformed Suchthings of
him, the last Year of his Time*** | hired My Wagon& horses& him to the Suttlers
that attendedGen BraddocksCamp,& he WentWith themWithin threedaysof the
Unlucky Ingagementput Luckely for him As Well as Me he was Orderedback for
Anotherload of Wine, Which Savedhim his Scalp,& Me My Wagon& horseshe
Servedmetil May 17551 thenSethim free& Gavehim Two Yearsof histime, Upon
the Whole he WasA Good Servant,| boughthim a Cart& Two horseswWith Which
he Tryedhis hand.l do not think he hasmadeanything of it for which Reason have
Advisedhim & he hasQuittedit & hired himselfto Drive Col° WashingtonsTeame
& Wagonat £20Virg" Currancyor £16 SterlingperYearwhich | think will doebeter
for him asl think he makesa betterServanthena freemanhe gaveme SumTrouble
With A White WomanServantl had,| believetheyWareto greatbut | haveSenther
out of the Country& haveAdvisedhim to behavebetter,his A Very Surly lll Tempor
& doesNot Like Advice -

As our Continentis Still Expectedo be the Seanof Action | doubtNot You Expecta
detailsof Actions of Consequenceyut the Late Arrival of the FleatherehasStoped
the Proceduref the CampainLord Lowdoun(Who We believetakesEvery Stepthat
A PrudentCautiousGeneralkhoud)Shou’dbeeninabledto Takenthe Field In May at
the furthest& We believehe Wasnot At the Placeof Action beforethe 20" July, tho
its All GuessWork for Nothing Transpireshis Nameis Not Allowed to be Mentioned
In the Public PaperdVe Expecthe’snow Attacking CapeBrittoon™% —

Our TownsmanCol Stanwix™® is IncampedNear Carlisle In Cumbef County In

PensilvaniaHis CharactehereinA Very Vigalant GoodOfficer, this Colony hasNot

111 For the first referenceto Tobey Wilson in this correspondenceeeletter abovedated4™ August
1752,page28.

1121 ord Loudoundrew up plansto invadeLouisbourgin 1757, but failed in his attemptbecausef an
inability to establshnavalsuperiority [Oxford Dictionary of National Biography vol. ix, pp.820-21.]
113 Colonel John Stanwix (c.16931766) was born in England and joined the army in 1706. He
representedhe City of Carlisle in Parliamentin 1746 and was appointedEquerryto the Prince of
Walesin 1749.He becamaleputyquartermastegeneralof theforcesin 175. On the 1% Januaryl 756,
wasmadecolonetcommandanof the 60th Foot,or RoyalAmericanRegiment andsailedfor America.
In 1757, his headquartersvere at Carlisle in Pennsylvaniaas JC observesand he was appointed
BrigadierGeneralthereon the 27" Decemberof that year. On returningto Englandin 1758 he was
appointed Governor of the Isle of Wight and re-entered Parliamentas member for Appleby,



Sufferdmuchthis Yearfrom the Inroadsof the BarbarousEnemy,We havehadThree
or four hundredCherokee& Cutabalndians,that have Goneout In partys& have
ScalpedSumof the French& IndiansOn the Ohio, which deterrsshemfrom Leaveing

theirhomes& haskeptusQuiet howlongwe May Continueln Godonly knows—

Tho’ | amtold you havethe NewsPapergretty Constantly& in themthe Newsfrom
Americal havehoweverSentYou the PensilvaniaMaryland& Virginia Gazettshey
May Perhap#ford Sumlittle Amusement

S’ 1 — As Cap Gilpin haswaited for Convoy & As that Making Up | have Not

Closedmy letter til now, tho’ Nothing Material but the Lossof Fort W™ Henry has

happenedincewhichis As Little As We cou’d Expectfrom the Late Arrivals of the

Troops, our first AccountsWas Very Alarming but, Since We find the PlaceWas

Well defended& Deliverdup on honourabléTerms™* —

My Wife Joynsin Comg® To You & My Sister& Little ones& amMy DearBrother
Your’'s mostAffectionatly

JohnCarlyle

[ToJC’s brotherin-law, GeorgeWilliam Fairfax]
Alex July 24,1761

WestmorlandHe becamemayorof Carlislein 1763.[Oxford Dictionary of National Biography vol.
lii, p.268.]

14 Fort William Henry hadbeenbuilt at the southerrtip of Lake Georgeby Sir William Johnsor(q.v.
page45, note94, re letter dated15" August1755above aspartof the defensiveine of forts alongthe
inland waterwayfrom New York to QuebeclIn August1757the Frenchtook advantagef the absence
of the British Commandeiin Chief, Lord Loudoun,while he was engagedn planninghis attackon
Louisbourg(seepage50, note 112, above).An army of 8,000men,including Indian allies, underthe
commandf GeneralMarquisde Montcalmbesiegedhefort, mannedoy 2,200AmericansandBritish.
A relief armywasunableto breakthroughfrom the southandthe Frenchforceda surrenderthoughon
generousterms, as JC remarks.However, theselenient terms angeredthe Indians, who had been
expectingto be rewardedwith scalpsandprisonersThey,therefore proceededo attackthe British as
theyleft thefort resultirg in whatis now calledthe Massacref Fort William Henry.

Lord Loudounwasrecalledto Britain afterthefall of Fort William Henryandwasreplacedas
Commandeilin Chief by the incompetentGeneralJamesAbercrombiewho had beenwith him at
Louisbourg[Alfred A. Cave,TheFrenchandIndian War (Westport,CT 2004),p. 100.]

JamesFenimore Cooper’s novel The Last of the Mohicans centreson the story of the
capitulationat Fort William Henry.



Dr Sir

| wrote you fully by Mr. Dalton In the Hudson& a copy by Capt. Clemt Nicholson
Via Londonboth of which | amin hopesis cometo hand& to which | referyou asto

what happenedt thattime, a few daysAgo | recdyour favour by Capt.J. Johnston
which shallanswerasfully asl Can,asits theonly letter| haverecdfrom Exceptthat
by Pettit, Coolidgetells me he hadonebut he putit with othersinto the port masters
hand (one Barret) at Hampton,if in any of you former letters You have wrote me

anythingof momentyou mustmentionit In Yr Next.

I’'m gladto find by Yoursthat You & Mrs Fairfax havegot pretty well againanddo
not doubt your doing everythingin orderto settle your affairs & hopeyou’l bring
themto a Speedydeterminationto your Satisfaction& that we may SoonhaveYou
for a Neighbouragainthosewe havenot liked, & Col M hasat lastgot his Lordship
to ConsentThat Ten Wagonsare to be down & Move themall Up, In October,his
Lordshp continuesVery kind to me Stayswith me everycourt& Complainsof Col.
M Odd Temper,but Still is muchinfluencedby him, Miss Dentis all in all with M &

its thoughtby Sum he will marreyher howeverShehashim wholely to her self he
neverVissits anywhere & whenwe go their is constantlyin her room — You have
known long That his Lordship did listen to Tales& that Mr. M was doing you |l

offices | approveof your assertingYr Rights & shall doe anythingin my power to
forward Them, his Lordshiprec’d Your Letter by J. J. But he Said Nothing to me
aboutlt norl to him, | waitedfor him to mentionit, Coll Maysonhassaidnothingto
me or anybodybut Coll M who | daresaywoudbe gladit wastrue his Lordship& he
hasmanydisputesabt Masoné& the affair | cannotbelievehe thinks anythingabtit —
As | found! shoudAfront If | did anythingwith The Furniture(asindeedl amtold |

haveby Not Sellingit) & Col. M AlwayswasAbuseingthe placeandDeterminedhot
to getmy Lord backat any Rate,| thought It bestnot to doeanythingin it till they
weregonewhich will now bethis fall & the Soonerthey go the betterfor theydo not
careto haveany workmenabt the housewhile they aretheir & the houseRely Runs

outof repair.



The Accot with Mr. Beeleg & StephinsonShall be Copyd & Sentyou they were
Continuedon from the Settlemenmadeby Mr. Piper& Dalton& daresayyou’l find
themRight. | shallsendthemAlso the smallaccotof my receiptsof Yr rents,| wasup
at Loudn Court last & expectedthey woud meetme Not abovethreeor four did, |
havetherefororderdSuits& Distressto be madewithout Respecbnal.

As to Your Cropslinclosedis A list of themmadeon Shann ShennandoghQuarter&

Arcadia,by Mistakel haveTakenTwo belongingto his Lordship& shipdfor You as
You'l seethelist I haverepaid Two hhd [hogsheat?], which | shall chargeyou In

Cashfor alsoyr Publick dues,overseeiSharesgtcasl havenot Tobaccoto paythen
yr cropsat homeMr. Dent(to whom| left thatplace)hasnot gotonehhd To paythe
balancein & the Overseemow tells me hasdeterminedto lett it staytill the next
Inspectionit’s a very badway but | cannot now help the Quantity so much, hardly
Two hhd — what Corn & Wheatwas madeat the Gt househis Lordship hasgott, |

haverec’d nothingfor it Mr. Denttells me the Compositionyou hadrecdexceedghe
feesdueYou & calledUponme for moneyto makeit up Also for his wagestill you
wentAway, telling me Coll M saydhis Lordshiphadsettledit with You till thattime
| directedhim to receivethe moneyfor the corn wheatetc. & Apply it to thatuse&

We woud Settleat the Years End which we havenot Yett done,At Arcadial have
beenObligedto buy large Quantityesof All Sorts,& at Shannandoaheyhadnoneto
Sparebut Sumlittle to the Bloomerywch acctshall sendyou homée*® Whenl wasup
last week your Plantationswere In a fair way for a Crop but Arcadia best,| have
workmentheir building Two Tobaccohouses& havebuilt an overseethouseTwo
Cornhousest aKitchenwith which I havehada gooddealof Trouble& you’l think
a gooddealof Expenseyou cannot conseavehe Scarcityof Workmen,l amsorryto
inform youthatViva is dead& Hudsonl amafraid cannot Live he’sfarr gonein the
Raws, | have employed a Doctor & be ashuredhe has proper care of hime, Your
Negro fellow Billey with Mr Adamsis Also Very Unwell & sayshe was poison’d

sumtime Ago butl think Ratherhe’s consumptive| havesentOutto my meadowto

15 A unit of volumeamountingo about50 gallonsin Britain and63 gallonsor morein the U.S.

16 3C and GeorgeWilliam Fairfax both owneda part sharein this bloomeryalongwith Alexandria
merchantsJohn Dalton, and William Ramsay.The smelting processof a bloomerywas easierand
cheapethanrunningablastfurnace [JamesMunson,Col° JohnCarlyle, Gent.(NVPA 1986),p. 83]



live on Milk by Dr. Lauries directiond*’. Yr otherNegrosareall well Miller behaves
well but I cannot say so for Mirtilen, Poplin, & EasterwhateverSum may be my
proportionof the Personakstateof your late Unkle*'® | shalllett it Remainin Your
hands Bills of Exchangeare at 50 pa now & you may makeuseof my money& |
can doe the like herewhich is better than remitting at so high an Exchange.The
Bloomeryis gott to work & makesbetter& more Iron than ever was madetheir, |
haveput of buying Negrostill lately Expectingyoudget usa Ship, | lately purchased
two onea black Smithfor the Companythe OtherA GoodAxman & havehired Two
so that we doe the work Chiefly with Negros,the Works are much out of repair &
mustbe Rebuilt next Year, but hopeto makeasmuchmoneyfirst aswill payfor the
Negros& repairthem— | will Settlewith Emmetton the bestTermsl can,tho’ | can
not find the state[ment]You Mention In the Trunk but will haveanotherSearchor it
— | wish you had Assuredme on what Termsthe BloomeryLand & the LandsNear
stoodIn the Office — | am afraid of Sum advantagewill be attemptedto be taken

againstus.

Your brotheris gonewith his Lady to Hamptort*® & will not Returntill sheis brought
to bed,theywerepretty well whenthey left this tho’ I hadnot the pleasureof Seeing
them.

17 Dr. Jamed_aurie of Alexandriawasknownto GeorgeWashington’shouseholdHe wasoneof the
three sponsorspf the so called “Bread and Butter Ball” which was held in Alexandriain 1760 and
which Washingtorfound so amusingfor the quality of its refreshments‘Feb 15" Wentto a Ball at
Alexandria-whereMusick and Dancingwasthe chief EntertainmentHoweverin a convenientRoom
detachdor the purposeaboundedyreatplenty of BreadandButter, someBiscuetswith Tea,& Coffee
which the Drinkers of coud not Distinguishfrom Hot water sweetnedBe it rememberedhat pocket
handkerchiefservdthe purposesof Table Cloths & Napkinsand that no Apologieswere madefor

either. | shall thereforedistinguishthis Ball by the Stile & title of the Bread & Butter Ball. The
Proprietorsof this Ball were Messrs.Carlyle Laurie & Robt. Wilson, but the Doctr. not getting it

conductedagreeableto his own taste woud claim no shareof the merit of it. We lodgd at Colo.

Carlyles.” [WashingtonDiaries. Seealso entriesin his diary for the 4" Jan 1760 when Dr Laurie
attendedVlarthaWashingtorwho wasill, andalsothe 22" March 1760whenhe seemdo havepaida
socialcall]

18 Henry Fairfax of Toulston, a rather eccentric elder brother of George Fairfax’s father, died

unmarriedin York, England,on the 22" November1759 [ClementsR Markham, Life of Robert
Fairfax of Steetor(London1885),p.163.]

19 Hampton Virginia, lies on the coastat the mouthof the Chesapeak@ay. The brothermentioned
hereis probablyGeorgeFairfax’shalf brotherBryan, later 8" Lord Fairfax. His wife, ElizabethCary of

CeelysVA, gavebirth to ThomasFairfaxin 1762.He becamed™ Lord Fairfax of Vaucluse thoughhe

neverusedhis title. His third wife, whom he marriedin 1800,was MargaretHerbert,the daughterof

William HerbertandJC’sdaughteiSarahCarlyle.[Gerry Webb,Fairfax of York (York 2001),p. 112]



As | did sendfor a Charriotl wish it had Comedin Johnstorbut for no otherreason
thanhis beingsafearrivedhoweverit will | hopecomesafeor be Insuredit will bein

full time.

| am Sorreyto think you any occationfor a Chanery Suit | woudwish you to Avoid
it all in Yr powerasit will detainYou In England,My Two Little Girls arebothwell
Sally often speak=f You & Yrs & will be happylf it Pleasegodthey are spar’dtill
their goodAnts arrival At praesentheyhaveNone, howeverbe Ashuredl doewhat'’s
in my powerfor them— the Electionsarethe only thing hereworth mentioning,In this
CountyCapt.Johnstor& Colo West,in PrWilliam JnBaylis& H Lee& Loudonthe
Old ones Frederick, Coll Washington& Mercer, which has occationedlll blood
betweerhis Lordship& Col. Martin, & Col. WashingtorthatwantedCol. Stepheng

Washingtoropposehem??°

| haveforwardedMr. Woodsletterto New York asl understandis Sonis at Albany
— | think I havespunout my Letterto a pretty Good Length,but | hardly know now
how to leave Off but with my Love to the Lady & to Ashureyou that you havemy
heartywishes& prayersfor Your & Their Healths& Safereturnin duetime & that|
canaffectionatelydearSir remain

Yr obed.Serv.

John Carlyle

PSI recdthe Goodsby J Johnstorbut we shall want Sum Rugs,Nails, Hoes, & felt
hattsbut thesel ExpectYou haveorderedfrom Bristoll — I mentionmy SendingYou

aCopyof Yr Cropsinclosed& whenl gottdownto the office | find I haveit not with

120 Thjs electionto the Virginia Houseof Burgesse$iadtakenplaceon the 18" May 1761.1t wasthe
secondby which Washingtonwas electedafter his first successfulventureinto politics, whenhe was
similarly electedfor FrederickCountyin July 1758alongwith Col. ThomasMartin, a nephewof Lord
Fairfax. On thatfirst occasionJC actively canvassedor Washingtoras shownin a letter he wrote to
Washingtordatedthe 14" July and a secondetter of congratulationshe day after the electionon the
25" July. In 1761 Washingtorand GeorgeMercerwereelectedeavingthe third candidateCol. Adam
Stephena loser. Mercer and Stephernboth servedwith Washingtorin the Frenchindian War. Martin
did not standfor electionthis secondtime. [R. T. Barton,“The First Election of Washingtonto the
Houseof Burgesse$, Collectionsof the Virginia Historical and PhilosophicalSociety(1891),vol. 95,
pp. 115125.] Col. JohnWest(c. 17141776)wasa greatuncle of Sybil Westwho marriedJC on the
22" October1761.He representedFairfax Countyin the Houseof Burgesse$rom 1755to 1774.[Jim
Bish, “Hugh Westandthe WestFamily’s MomentousRole in Foundingand DevelopingAlexandria,”
TheAlexandriaChronicle(Spring2010),p. 16.]



Me & thereforhopeYou'l Excuseit & shallSendit my next

J.C.



To
Doct GeorgeCarlyle
Physiciann
Carlisle
To the Careof Cag William Gilpin
MercH In
Whitehaven
PerCag Robinson
QDC

AlexandriaAug' 1 1766

My D' Brother

| Wrote to you abf the midle of Nov' Lastby p[oo]" R Dalton*** whosemisfortune
EverybodyhereLamentswith greatSincerity, My Wife & Sally wroteY' M™ Carlyle
& Couzen & SentasM' R D wascomingdirectly to Carlisleto makehis Residence
Sum few thingsw’ch now musttakethewill for the deedfor — | hadsentyou Several
things in the metalick way, Our papers&c. Which he & | had Picked Up & he
proposechimselfgreatPleasurein Y' Comp’ & Conversation- but now thatandAll
his Earthly prospectsare Over, | wrote M" Carruthersald Limekills'* Affairs by him
alsoIf you SeeEither of theseGenf' you may Acquaintthem| wasat Annapolis??
last week attendingthe judgesof the Land Office to hinderthe Issuingan Excheat

patentfor A Tract of Land Called Hopewelthe Land where my Unckle Lived and

12! RobertDaltonwasa brotherof JohnDaltonwith whom JC wasfrequentlya businessartner Little

is knownof him, otherthanthatin theautumnof 1765he sold up andsailedfor England andhis home
town of Carlisle,in the November.Somecatastrophenusthavestruckthe ship, becauséne wasnever
heard from again. [JamesMunson, Col’ John Carlyle, Gent (NVPA 1986), p. 98, citing Fairfax
CountyCourtMinute Book 1765:65.]

122 This is probablyJohnCarruthersof Holmains,Dumfriesshire the fatherin-law of Adam Carlyle of
Limekilns, the family homein Scotland.Adam (17241776) was a first cousin of Jdhn Carlyle in
Alexandria, and the heir to JC's family home in Dumfriesshire,Scotland.(See page58, note 124
below)

123 Annapolisis the Capital City of Marylandandlies aboutforty miles from Alexandrig on the coast
of ChesapeakBay at the mouthof the SevernRiver. For a brief periodafter the RevolutionaryWar it
actedasthe Capital of the new United Statesof America after the signing of the Treaty of Parisin
1783.Congressnettherefrom Novembetuntil thefollowing June.



dyed! gotit Stopedbut my Couzen maybethankfull hadhis powers*?* Justin time |
had both money& Interest,M" Nutter has Advertisedfor sale Two Small Tracts of

Land he hasgot Possessionf next monthbut As they areloadedwith Q[ui]™*

rerts
& heandl havebeenat SumConsiderabléexpencel am doubtful Little moneymay
be Expectedby Limekills from their N' proceedshe greatScarcityof moneyis Also a
ReasorWhy theywill Sel Low asWe Shall Sel at As Shorta Credit aswe can— My
D" Brotherl have now told you What| Recolectasto Othersl Shall onthe Otherside

[of this paper] SaySomething asto myself&c —

Whenl wrote you Lasthadyou Receivedt you woud havehad my Sentimentsasto
the GloomeyProspectsve asColonyestdadfrom the Loadsour Mother Countryhad
andWeregoingto Lay Upon Us, this nowis all dispelled& nothingAppearsbut that
our Mother Countryintendswell for Us w'ch we are Obliged to her for (but by the
buy) we think herown Interestnot our goodwasthe Chief Consideratiorthereforour

Obligationis notvery great—

hadmy Lettercometo handin my DomestickAffairs you woud havefoundme Truly
happy& poor R Daltonwoud haveRunout In the praiseof My D' Little Jackey(his
God Son)to my greatGreaf he wastakenfrom mein February** to saywhathe was

| cannotbut that he was aboveEvery Child of his Age | Ever saw too good too

124 This letter introducesthe readerto JC’s wider family. His father, William, had had two elder
brothers:Johnand Alexander.Johninheritedthe family homeof Limekilns in Scotland,but his only
son predeceasethim. Alexanderemigratedto America where he settledin Maryland buying land,
which he namedHopewell in SomersetCounty He had two sons,Adam and anotherJohn. John
Carlyle of Limekilns persuadedhis nephew Adam to return to Scotlandwhere eventually he
inherited Limekilns. Meanwhile, Adam’s father died in Maryland sometime before 1727 and his
widowed mother,Margaret,married one JohnNutter. Margaretdied in 1734 whereuponJohnNutter
laid claim to Hopewellandwasnow selling partsof it off. However,underthe law of primogeniture
Adam of Limekilns, from his home acrossthe Atlantic in ScotlandwasalsoclaimingHopewellashis
own and had askedhis cousin,Johnof Alexandria,to attendto the claim on his behalf, giving him
Powerof Attorneyto do so.JC hadto moveswiftly to stopan escheabeingissuedin favourof John
Nutter. In Englishlaw Escheatvasthe processy which land revertedto the Crown (or in mediaeval
timesa feudallord) in the eventthattherewereno heirsto it. JCin this letteris reportinghis successn
preventingan escheabeingissuedin favour of JohnNutter, but, aswith so manyargumentghatgo to
law, it lookedlike beinga Pyrrhicvictory for Limekilns.

125 Quit rentswerecommonin Americain the seventeentlandeighteenttcenturies They werea form
of tax imposedon land, usually by a higher landowning authority such as a freeholderover a
leaseholderThe governmentvasoftentherecipientof quit rents,buttheamountscould be quite small
126 3C'sfirst wife, SarahFairfax haddied on the 22 Januaryl761 On the 22™ October of the same
yearJohnmarriedSybil West the daughteiof HughWestand Sybil Harrison (HughWestwasanother
prominentmemberof local societyand a trusteeof Alexandriaalongwith JC Their first child, John,
wasbornon the 11" Septembef.763,but the sadpatternof youngdeathsin the family continuedand
little Johndied onthe 25" Februaryl766.[Carlyle Family Bible, Carlyle House Alexandria,VA.]



senseabléor me & only fitt for whatheis an Angel, | Neverfelt Such A Loss| had
Laid my planhadhe beenSparedme & | hadLived till he wasEight yearsof Age |
fully determinedto have SeenYou With him & Lodgedhim underY' Eye for his
Education—thesehopesaregone,he’shappy& | amasContentedas| Canbebutam
Afraid | hawe Repinedtoo much;| havefalen Away In my flesh & am Rely an Old
man — Since my Loss God has blessedme With anotherSon who | have Called

GeorgeWilliam Who appearsA healthy Child*?’

my Mrs Carlyle & my Two Little
Girelswho areRely fine ChildrunJoynmein Affectionet Comp®to You My D Sister
& Little Couzens & be AshuredWhile | Live | am- My D' Brothers Affectionate&
Very Hble

Servant

JohnCarlyle

P.S.l Expectfrom the W' Indies A box of fine Shds W’ch | hopeto havetime to
Sendmy Sister Next Oppetunity | hopefor A Letterfrom You by M" Ramsy*® who
is Dayly ExpectedY™ J.C

[Notesby GeorgeCarlyle™*”]

Three Lett™ rec® one not inclosing Papers of Routledges murder ™ — Heard of his
Loss by M" Dalton to his Bro' in Terms shewing by the terms he spoke of him his
opinion sensibly affected by it but hope as He has other very promising Branches
he will be comforted for the loss — His Gain — rejoyced if his Health restored
should be sorry to purchase Pleasure of seeing him at the Expence of so long a

voyage on acc' of Health but if so would meet a tender & affect nurse to second

1 GeorgeWilliam wasbornon the 27" May 1766.He would survivehis father,dyingin the Battle of

Eutaw Springson the 8" Septembef 781. Johnfails to mentionin this letter the birth of yet another
son,namedWilliam, onthe 26" June1765butwho diedfour dayslater.[Carlyle Family Bible, Carlyle
House Alexandria,VA.]

128 william Ramsaya Scotsmanalongwith JC andothers wasanotheroneof the foundingtrustee of
the town of Alexandria. At the time when the first parcelsof land were being bought, Ramsy
purchasedhe two lots immedately adjacentto JohnCarlyle. The woodenhousewhich standson this
site todayis a reconstructiorof Ramsay’soriginal andis now the local tourist office. Ramsg wasa
merchant tradingwith Britain, andwill haveenteed into temporarypartnershipsvith JC to conduct
someparticularjoint venture Suchtemporaryarrangementsvere quite commonamongbusinessmen
in thosedays.[JamesMunson,Col’ JohnCarlyle, Gent.(NVPA 1986),p. 58.]

12 The noteswhich GeorgeCarlyle addedto this letter are datedthe 14" Februaryl767 andform the
outline of his reply to both JC’sletters of the 15 August1766 andthatwritten on the 16" October1766
(seepagesl and64 below).

10 geeJCrsletterof the 16" Octoberl766,page64.



the Care of a Phys" whose anxiety for his welfare He will not doubt — Hope D'
H's™! good assistance & his own Care will make it unnecessary as at his Time of
Life He might have a Prospect of many happy years & have a more agreeable
Inducem"® with M™ C to revisit his native Land W™ Beck extreamly ill Remains of
Cholik, Recovery doubtfull so much reduced — message to Lymkills gratefull he
much reformed should be glad American affairs enabled him to go on in his

132 Mo" disappointed not receiv?

useful schemes for a lovely large famely Sewels
Lett™ obliged for his Kindness heard he had broke his Leg — No News Political
Entertainm ' engrossed by in's & out's & Squabbles among ministry grasping
Powers Countrys Good neglected uncertain how the Contest will end Gloomy
Prospect Country Loaden with immense Debts & no steps taken to remove it
during peace neighb™ & rivals straining every nerve to recover their Losses to
cope upon equal Terms in a future Struggle — Happy in my Famely all well Mally

133 9134

[Susanna Maria, now aged 14] at Cast.”™ Jo: [Joseph Dacre, aged ] throug

with schools Dolly [Dorothy, aged 5] follow® with spirit self good Health not altered

much since He saw me should be glad to see Cous. Sally at Spinnet*®

agreeable
accomplishm ' none of Mine that taste the Sister art to drawing not appearing in Jo
tho’ well disposed making a Proficiency in the Drawing great applicat" hope may
be a usefull man his Sisters all | could wish — Jo Intended sending Specimen of

his Performance preventd the Bearer going sooner Duty &c. Feb. 14. 1767

31 SeelC’sletterof the 16" October1 766 which revealsthis to be Dr. Hamilton

132 Cf. JohnCarlyle’ssecondetter of the 1% Aug 1766below, mentioninga William Sewil, on page62.
13 This may be a referenceto Castertona village aboutten miles southeastof Kendal. Mally may
havebeenat schoolthere,given George’sreferenceo schoolwith regardto her brotherJosephthough
shewill nothavebeenatthe presenCastertorSchoolfor girls, whichwasnotfoundeduntil 1823.

13% JosephDacre Carlyle (17581804) would becomean eminentman. At seventeeryearsof agehe
wentup to Christ’s College,CambridgeUniversity, andlater to QueensCollege,wherehe obtaineda
bachdor’s degreein Divinity in 1779 and subsequentlypecamea fellow of QueensCollegewith his
doctoratein 1793.He becamean expertin Arabic literatureand in 1795 wasappointedProfessorof
Arabic atthe University. He wasalsoChancellorof the Dioceseof Carlisle.After spendingsomeyears
in Asia Minor as chaplainto Lord Elgin’s missionto Constantinople(the sameLord Elgin who
transportedhe ParthenorMarblesfrom Athensto England),he returnedto Englandandwas given a
living at NewcastleuponTyne wherehe diedin 1804.[Oxford Dictionary of National Biography vol.
X, p. 149.]

1% geeJC'sletterof the 16" Octoberl 766 page64.



To
Doct GeorgeCarlyle
Physicianin Carlisle
To the Careof M" W™ Gilpin

MercH In
Whitehaven
Perthe Nancy
Cap Robinson
QDC

[Notesin George’shand
Aug' 1°'1766
& Oct 16- 1766
Answ*® Feb.14.1767

Alex* Aug' 11766

My D' Brother

| hadwrote the Inclosed®® this morning& Rodeout to my Plantationald threeMiles
of on my Return this Evening was Agreeably Surprisedwith the Arrival of M’
Ramsay& the Receiptof y' Letteralsomy Sistersto My M Carlyle which gaveme
great Pleasureto find you & yours Were well, | do not expectto have another
OppertunitySoonto write you & the bearemot Sailed! sit down at this late hour to
Acknowlidge the Receipt of your favour — | was Afraid asM" GibsonsVesselmeet
with an Accident the Picture might also, but as it has got to hand & the painter
Approvedoff | am Satisfyed,asto the Likenessl neverthoughtit very like whenit
wasfirst finished| believeyouwoud haveliked it better,but| thoughthe hadflatterd
me & madehim makeit SevenYearsOlder at least'*” Eversincel had that long
llnessin 17551 haveneverRecoverdwhat you RemembelOf the Spritlinessat the

Eyes&c You cannothavemore pleasurein Y' Picturethen| havein mine & hope

1% This refersto JC’s previaus letter, alsodatedthe 1% August1766.Seepage57 above.
137 This portrait of John Carlyle hangsin the Scottishhome of one of the descendant®f George
Carlyle’'sson JoephDacreCarlyle A copyof it hangsin Carlyle House Alexandria.



you'l Live long & Continueto havey' health& Look Like whaty" picture now does.
— In my former Letter of this morningl mentiondPoorRobin Dalton his fate is very
Certainhis Brotherbearshis Misfortuneasa good Christianshouddoe his Deathwas
a greatLossto us he hadvery material Affairs to transactfor us but we mustsubmit,
Your Kind Concernfor my healthl amobligedfor, & will doeall in my powerto take
care of it, but am Afraid all will not doe, My Life hasbeenA Life of Bussel&

Exercisethesetwo or threeyearspastl havenot had Bussinesghat haskept me so
AgreeableEmploy’d as formerly & farming tho’ | Like it | havewholely to Learn
w'ch makesit notsoAgreeable'*® anldle Life is of Al Livesthe mostdisagreeabl&o
me & thegreaterburthen—

| Ride a gooddeal & shal morethis fal - W™ Lyttle** had wrote his Friendsby R
Dalton,| mentiondhim alsoln my Lettervery fuly by thatOppertunityheis Settledat
an Iron work | am concernedn Upon ShannandoaRiver Seventymiles from this**
wherewe haveA Store& 100 workmenunderhim heis fuly Employ’d & on pretty
goodWagesw’'ch is betterthenLiving with mewherel hadnot nearEmployfor him,
| dare say had his Letter got home he woud given a very SatisfactoryAcco' to his

Friendof his Settlement

| haveRec’d Limekills Letter & Shallanswerit Soonby way of Glasgowit camein

goodtime & the InclosedpaperNecessary- W™ Sewif**

is a Very honestlgnorant
fellow & rely knowsnothingof his Own Affairs | will lett him know whatyou say!|

havedoneall in my powerfor him & lately got him the placeof Inspectorof flower

138 3C’s friendship with GeorgeWashingtorwill havebeenof helpto him in learningthe mostup to
date farming methodsof the day. Washingtonwas a very keen farmer and was adventurousin
experimentationvith differenttypesof crop aswell asinventingnew methodsof runninghis farm.

139 william Little wasa cousinof JC’s. His mother,Rachel hada sisternamedChristianwho married
oneAndrewLittle of Annanin Dumfriesshire Scotland Their two sons,CharlesandWilliam followed
JC out to Alexandria.Charles’future from then on is not known, thoughhe is mentionedin another
letter from JC dated 12" Decemberl769 and seemsto have beenin JC’s employ at that time, but
clearly JC wasableto provide profitable employmenfor William also. The impressionmay be given
that William Little wasin chargeof the works as managerbut seeJC'’s letter dated12" December
1769 (page75, below), which namesthe manageis one JosepHhNatkins.[JamesMunson,Col° John
Carlyle, Gent.(NVRPA 1986),p. 97.]

140 3Cwasin partnershipwith JohnDalton, William Ramsg andGeorgeWilliam Fairfax,in owning an
iron smeltingworksin the ShenandoaWalley duringthe 1760’s. Aroundit were hundredof acresof
hardwoodtreesavailableasfuel for the furnaces [JamesMunson,Col° John Carlyle, Gent.(NVRPA
1986), pp. 82-3.] See also JC's letter dated 12" December1769 (page 75, below) for further
background.

141 Cf. GeorgeCarlyles notewritten on JC's otherletterof the 1 Aug. (Seepage57, above.)



w’ch now is Worth sumthingbut In A few Yearswill be worth £30 per Ann — M’
Minors Relationsare much Obligedto you for your Assistanceo M" Dixon, he was
first Couzento thelate M" Dalton, | wasAt Annapolislastweekon Limekills Affairs

& wastold M" Desatous[?Recoverywoud be very Trifling but madeno Enguirey
Into Particulars— | am much pleasedMy Nephewhasa Taiste for Drawing | have
Always ObservedMusick wentalongwith it & hopemy two Nieceswill alsohavea
Taistefor it My Sally is just beginningher SpinnetSheSingsprettyly, but you know|

am no judge, If you hadasgreata Taisteof building as| havehad you woud think
nothingof your Smaljobb. If | coudEither Sell my houseOr asthe SaylorrTermis
be Along Sideof You I Shoudthink wel of it but this is too muchto hopebeforel

Lostmy D' Johnl hadSuchhopesbuttheyareal gonenow —

Your Obsevationson the StampAct**? | Observeif you had Receivedmy former
Letter you woud havefound We did not Differ In Opinion but find the Vesselthis
goesby is gotunderwaySo Shalnot Add but Thatl Everam

Y' Affect Brother& Very Hble Sef

JohnCarlyle

PSExcusethis asl Wroteit pastTenat Night

142 The notoriousStanp Act waspassedy Parliamenin Londonon the 22" March 1765.1t imposed
atax onvariousitemsof printedmatter suchasnewspaperanagazineslegaldocumentstc, in order
to pay towardsthe costsof maintainingan army in the territoriesgainedin North Americaduring the
SevenYears’ War. It wasthe first implementationof the recommendatiomadein 1755by General
Braddockbeforethe start of the war. However,its unpopularityin America causedsucha furore on
the groundsthat the tax was being imposedwithout the consentof the colonists who had no
representatioin Parliamentthatit wasrepealecnthe 18" March1766.



ShipTo
Doct GeorgeCarlyle
Physiciann

Carlisle

PerfaVv' of
Mr W™ Beck
QDC

AlexandriaOct 16 1766

My D' Brother

| have wrote you by two Different Opportunitysthis su’'mer past, which hope will

come Safe to hand & to which | Referr you as | have none of your favours
unanswered thereforShall havethe Lessto Say,but asthe beareW™ Beckis going
to Carlisle | woud not Let him passwithout A few Linesto You Leastyou Shoud
think 1 neglectedAny Opportunityl had of Writeing, In my last | Acquaintedyou
with my Stateof health& think it continuesRatherto grow worsethenbetterl Loose
my flesh & am nearthirty poundsLighter thenformerly I proposeSoonto take the
Advice of D' Hamilton a greatmanin his Way As anyin America& will follow his
Directions this Winter If he doesnot Recoverme | think you will Seeme In the
Springl amin hopesA SeaVoyagemy Native Air & y" Assistancewill be of great
use— this | hopemay not be the Case,but If Necessaryo Leavemy famely, it will

takeof in A greatmeasurehe uneasines®n that Acco the Pleasurd hopeto havein

Y" FamelysCompanyA few monthsnext SummerThe bearerwill Inform you that |

Am Not whatyou Remembeme,tho’ | havebeenbetier this few WeeksPastthenIn
the Spring & Sum’er, you must not believeal W. Beck Sayshis noted for telling
StraingeStores& hasnotbehavedsoWell asl coudWish but thisto y" Self—

In my last| Sentyou Two Paperswhereinyou havean Acc' of the murderof oneR
Routlidgeby a Gentlemarhis Trial we havenot Yett heardthe Issueits this Weekat

Williamsburg, its an Affair that makesmuch Noise & almosta Civil War in the



NeighbourhoodvhereM" Routlidge Lived he had a Very good Character | Shall

Inform youin my nexthowit Ends*?

My famely are All well, Sally [nine yearsold] is Learningthe SpinetSheMeetsthe
Masterat Col Washintonsald 8 miles of*** wherehe Attendsthe Col® Two Childrun
& heis Sokind asto Let Sally Stay Two daysthe maste will not attendfor One
Scholar,you Seewe are Obligedto take a gooddeal of Troubleto getour Children
EducatedShe& M"™ Carlyle are gonetheir or woud write by this Oppertunity, My
little Ann [four yearsold] & my Son GeorgeW™ [four monthsold] Are both fine
Childrun& at preasanhealthy

143 The Routledgemurdercausedan infamouslegal scandal Col. JohnChiswell a leadingmemberof

Virginia society was accusecf murderingRobert Routledgeon the 3 June1766. He was saidto

haverun Routledgethroughwith his swordandwasimmediatelysentto the CumberlandCountyJail.

An applicationfor bail wasrefusedand Chiswellwascommittedto the GeneralCourtat Williamsburg
to awdt trial there However,Chiswellwasvery well connectecandknewthe local judgesasfriends.
Bail wasthengranteddespitethe fact thatit hadneverbeengivenin Virginia for amurdercasebefore.
There was outrageat this blatantexampleof favouritism and furious letters from outragedcitizens
appearedn the Williamsburg Gazette.One correspondenivrote that the “middle andlower ranksof

men are extremelyalarmed” and would “never permit the assassinand his abettors,to passwith

impunity.” It was, presumablycopiesof thesenewspapershat GeorgeCarlyle refersto in his answer
to his brother's correspondenceOn the 15" October Chiswell was found dead at his home. The
Gazettereported,“The causeof his deathby the judgmentof the physician,upon oath,were nervous
fits, owing to a constantuneasinessf mind.” He may have committedsuicide.Suspiciongemained
thathewas,in fact, not dead,but hadescapedpossiblyto England.A mob gatheredat his funeraland
insistedon the coffin beingopenedsothatthe body could be seen The remainswere examinedandit

was found that they were indeed Chiswell's, and so the funeral could proceed.Chiswell lies in an

unmarkedgrave to this day. [Alan Pell Crawford “The Upstart, the Speaker,the Scanda, and
Scotchtowrf, Colonial Williamsburg Journal (Winter 200%2), vol. XXIIl, no. 4. See also
http://www.history.org/Foundation/journal/WinterO2/henry.cfrj

1% GeorgeWashington’sdiary hasno entry for this specific date. However, at othertimesthereare

frequentreferencesin his diary to occasionswhen Sally, sometimesaccompaniedoy Miss Betty
Dalton, a daughterof JC’s businesgartnerJohnDalton, visited Mount Vernonand sometimestayed
for two or three days.In generalall the Carlylesbecamequite frequentvisitors to Mount Vernon.
Washingtorrecordsvisits of JC,sometimeslone,sometimeswith his wife, sometimesvith hiswhole
family, but it wasthe childrenwho visited mostoften. ConverselyWashingtorwasknownto visit the
Carlyle family in Alexandriaandstayfor lunch. He recordsonly one occasionwhenhe and his wife

stayedat the Carlyles’ houseovernightand that was after a ball in Alexandriaon the 15" February
1760, just over a year after they were married.(Seepage54, note 117, above.)The last occasionon

which his diary recordsa visit to JC’s housewason the 3rd Octoberl1787whenhe andhis wife called
on Sally and her husbandWilliam Herbert for dinner on their way to Abingdon. That was some
eighteermonthsor so beforehe becamePresidentWashington'diary alsorecordsthat JC'sdaughter,
Nancy, stayedseveraldays at Mount Vernon in early February1774. Washingtonhad goneto the
weddingof his stepson John(Jacky)ParkeCustisand Eleanor(Nelly) Calvertat the Calvet home,
Mount Airy, Maryland,andwasawayfor threedays.Marthahadfelt unableto go the weddingasshe
was still grieving after the suddendeathof her daughterMartha (Patsy) Parke Custisin Junethe
previousyear. Nancy Carlyle stayedwith Mrs Washimgton throughouther husband’'sabsenceSally
alsoremainedfriendly with the Washington'sor manyyears.The last visit shemadethatis recorded
in GeorgeWashington'sliary wasovernighton the 1% and 2™ October1799,only two andhalf months
beforehis sudderdeath.



| begmy Comp® To My Dr Sister& y' Little family & ConcludemeD" Sir—

Y' AffectionetBrother& Hble Sef

JohnCarlyle



Sir RobertEden,Governorof Marylandfrom 1769to 1776.
Col. Carlylehopedthatcontactwith Sir Robertmightbe helpfulin his effortsto resolvethe
problemshewasexperiencingn sellinghis cousin’sestatén Maryland.Seeletterof the 26"
August1769.



Alex® Aug' 21°'1769

My DearBrother

| wasfavoredwith my D" Sisters& Y' Lettersper M Heslop(alsofor my famely) In
my preasanttatethey gaveme pleasurebeforethis | Expectyou mayhaveReceived
my last In which you woud be fuly Informed Of my greatLosswhich will not bear
mentioningat preasarif® Everyday| ammore& moreSenseablef it & truly sayY'
Brotherwantsmuchto be nearyou to Assisthim to bearUp underthe Dispensations
of Providencehatis-taid he Laysuponmelf | cou’d Sell my House&c in this Place
which hascostme Two Thousandoundsl woudnot belong from you but am Afraid
its not in my power without Loosing more then| Can think of doeing, my Other
Estatein Lands& Slavesl believel coudselby giving Creditsto neartheir Vallue, |
amfarr from thinking but my preasenResidencenuchbetterfor my Growingfamely
thenany Placel coudfix on In GreatBritain but When| Considermy Litle Girels
now In a time of Life the most Dangerousto be without A proper Directeris, my
bussines€alling me from hom Perhapdor Weeksnayin deedfor A monthtogether
& they Left to themselve©r Servantsvho In my Absencemay RatherCorruptthen

Improvetheir Morrelsit givesmegreatConcern-

| thankGodmy Childrun Seemhealthy& SenseablendeedSally growsA Womanto
fast*®, which in this Countryis Dangeous but haveno Reasonat Preasanto have
causeof ComplaintAgainsther, Shetalks of Writeing to her CouZ' this afternoorbut
am Afraid the Shipwill LeaveusbeforeShewill getit finished,Mr Dixon hasA Ship
thatis Repairingwho will be Readyln Six Weekswhen Nancey*’ also proposego
Answerher CouZ"® Letter,My D" Nephew*® mustExcuseme At this Time but by the
above Ship shal answer his Agreeable Letter & will hereafterbe A punctual

CorresponderitVith him —

%5 His secondwife, Sybil West,haddied onthe 7" March 1769 [Carlyle Family Bible, Carlyle House,
Alexandria,VA.]

%6 sally was in fact, twelve yearsold atthe dateof this letter.

147 3C’sdaughter Ann Fairfax Carlyle,who wasby now eight yearold.

148 JoseplDacreCarlyle,by nowagedeleven.



As to the Young manthat my Sistermentions| at Preasanton’t know of A Placefor
him, nor doe | know his Expectancybut if 20 or £25 Per Ann woud Satisfy him |
believe that Sum might be got In Severalgood famelyshere Sucha manwoud be
Very Usefulto many— Perhapshis first Year Wageswoud be ExpectedLower till he
wasAcquaintedwith the CountryW™ Sewil**° Still Livesin this PlacehasA Wife &
Two Sonshe hasLabour’dunderA Long lInessthis five Yearspastbut now Seems
getingbetter,| havegot him to be Inspectorof flower & Sumother Little thingsthat
may bring him In thirty PoundsPerAnn, besidesis Tradeshe hasbeenExpencive&
| am Afraid Imprudent,he promisesto doe bettertho Very poor | pressedhim to
Write to his Mother which he promisedto doe If he doesit will be Inclosedin this

Letter—

| ammuchPerplexedwith Limkills Affairs, | havedonemorethenl woud havedone
If they had beenmy own, it hasCostme Thirty Poundsmy own Trouble, & many
Sollisatationsto the GreatOne’s here Equalto GermanPrincesin their own Eye |
havegot What| hopeto Selfor Two Hundredpounds but the bestpeicesof Land &
Whatis Vallu'd at four hundredl am Stil In ContestAbout**®, As A New GoV for
Marylandis AppointedferMarytand| am Afraid | haveMy whole work to go over
again, he is a Nothumberlandman A Brother of Sr JohnEden’s™ If A Letter of
Recommendatiormr Introduction Coud be Procuredfrom any of his Acquaintances

for me, might forwardthe matterasit now Layswith the Boardof Revenugin which

4% Seeearlierlettersbothdatedl1™ August1766,pp.57 and61.
%0 Seepage58, note 124, attachedo JC'sfirst letter of the 1% August1766which givesdetailsof this
matter.SeealsoAppendix,p. 82, letter from Adam Carlyleto JohnCarruthersof Holmains,dated31"
Octoberl768.
51 Sjr Robert Eden (1741-1784) was successoto GovernorHoratio Sharpe(q.v. letter of the 15"
August1755 paged4,note91) andthelastColonialGovernorof Maryland.JCis not strictly correctin
describinghim as a “Northumberlandman’ In fact, his family came from the adjacentCounty
Durham. However, both Northumberlandand County Durham on the east coastof England are
adjacento JC'shomecountyof Cumberlanl to thewestandhewill haveseerthisasanopportunityto
strike up a personafriendshipwith Edenin the hopeof furtheringhis case.

Sir Robertmarriedthe Hon. CarolineCalvertin 1765.Shewasthe sisterof FrederickCalvert,
6" Lord Baltimore (17321771). Within threeyearsEdenwas Governorof Maryland, the Proprietary
Colonyruled by the Calverts.As the political climate becameever moretensein the 1770's,Eden’s
hold on his authoritybecamemoredifficult. In 1774 he was, to all intentsand purposespustedfrom
power by the Annapolis Convention.This was an assemblyof the Countiesof Maryland which
functioned,in effect,asthe Colony’s revolutionarygovernmenfrom 1774to 1776.He left for England
onthe 26" Junel776andwascreatecbarmetin Octoberthatyear.He returnedto Marylandin 1783.
Sir Robertdied of dropsyin 1784 and was buried in St. Margaret'sParishChurch, Anne Arundel
County,butwasre-interredin St. Anne’s Churchyardn Annapolisin 1926

Sir Robertwas an ancestorSir Anthony Edenwho was British Prime Minister from 1955to
1957.[Oxford Dictionary of NationalBiography vol. xvii, pp.664,687-8.]




he Presidesjo determne You may be Ashuredif | SelltheLand,thatl mayrecover,
the N' ProceedsShall be Transmittedthrow you, | am at too farr a Distanceto doe

muchin his Brothers® Affair however perhapsnaydo somethinghis fall —

| makeno doubtbut you have Seenthe Spirited Resolvesof Our Assembly*>* Also
our Associations& the Severalone’sin Every Colony & Provinceon the Continent,
We makeno doubtthe RevenueActs Will be Repealet™ & thenwe shalbein our
former Stateof Dutiful & Loyal Subjectspetteris notin Englandthenthis Colonyis
in General,You needbe underno Concernfor us We Act In suchA mannerthatWe
cannotbe Reflectedupon

Mr Daltonwith his Daughteris goneto the SpringsShehassumthingLike the Kings
Evil**>> which the Springsare Sad to bevery goodfor —

You blameme for not going to the Springsagain,l might own | wish my bussiness

woudAllow mebutcannotLeavemy Little famely Solong At this Time —

My D' SistermentionsM™ Bowes>® gives her Complimentsto Me If the Atlantick
was not betweenus, | woud Returnit In Personbut asit is | begmy thanksto that
Lady for Rememberingne — You mentionwith Concernthe Lossof the Two Good

Old Sisters,| Rejoycethey havegot A Releasdrom this Worald of Trouble,one of

%2 The Brotherof Adam Carlyle of Limekilns wasJohnCarlyle (b. 1725)who remainedin Maryland
after Adamreturnedto ScotlandandwhomJCreportshavingmeton atleastoneoccasionSeeletter of
the23“ May 1752,page26, above.

153 on the 16" May 1769 the Virginia Houseof Burgessegpassedresolvescondemningthe recent
siegein Massachusettand upholdingtheir exclusive right to levy taxes,to redresggrievancesandto
concur with other colonies. In addition, they drafted a formal letter of complaintto the King.
The following day Lord Botetourt,the newly appointedGovernor,dissolvedthe Houseof Burgesses
for these formal resolutionsagainstthe British taxeswhich had beenimposedunderthe Townshend
Acts, passedn 1767,but the suspendednembergeconvenedt the RaleighTavernin Williamsburg.
On the 18" May, GeorgeWashingtonpresentedo the Burgessesesoltions of nonimportation of
British goodswhich hadbeenpreparedy GeorgeMason. Theseresolutionsadoptedby the Burgesses
asthe Virginia Associationdeclaredthat colonial citizensvowedto boycottBritish goodsuntil their
grievancesvereredressd.[Dictionary of AmericanBiography,vol. ii, p. 468]

1% As JC hoped,the TownshendActs wereindeedrepealedn April 1770, with the sole exceptionof
thetaxontea.

%% ‘The King's Evil' wasscrofulawhich, it wassaid,could be curedby the King simply touchingthe
sick personGeorgel endedhepracticein Englandon the groundsthathe consideredt “too Catholic,”
thoughit continuedn Franceup until the nineteenttcentury.

%6 This may be a referenceto SarahBowes, otherwise describedas “Sister Bowes”, in George
Carlyle’s notesattachedo this letter andattachedo JC's letter of the 12" December1 769 (Seepage
78,notel73)



themat leag After seeingher famely SettledShewith justice coud Reflectthat She

haddoneasmuchgoodin hertime here,asanypersonl amAcquaintedwith —

Pleaseforward the Inclosed& with my Affectionet Comp® to You My Sister& three
Young folks in which My little onesheartily Joyns,— | am with Truth My Dearest
BrotherAffectionetHbl Servant

JohnCarlyle

[GeorgeCarlyle’s note$

Hope Time his own Reflect™ and Dependances where it ought to be placed will
relieve and bring back wanted composure and spirits to attend to his Business &
little Flock wish could have been on this side but impracticable in this distracted
State of mo[the]" Country & Colonies (our Sallys Books twice wrong sent and now
not Time must pardon involuntary neglect till another opportunity — Mally
interrupt® by Sist" Bowes's bad Health for months the Rest all well Jos. assiduous
now collecting Birds &c & preserving them goes on with his studies assisted by
Tom who goes to Antegua this summer This answ' deliv® by Cous. Geo. Carlyle
Limekills son™” who will be happy in his Countenance in Virginia bound to Cap'
Kendal of the Hudson this way of Life chosen and | with M" Gilpin assited hope
may be happy & usefull man tho’ in an Inferior Sphere to his first Expectations. S’
J Edens Letter will be procured but not yet arriv® M" Little well at Rockhall Tells of

158

Ann[ouncemen]t of Amisfield’s Death Jan 317 a Long Life but litle comfort from

17 GeorgeCarlyle (b. April 1754)wasthe fifth of nine childrenbornto Adam Carlyle of Limekilns
and his wife Philadelia Carruthers We know from correspondencéhat he was still alive in 1773
when his father reportedthat his ship was expectedback at London, but after that nothing more is
knownof hisfate.[Letters from Adam Carlyleto his fatherin-law, JohnCarruthe's of Holmains,dated
17" March 1770and14" Decemben 773 ScottishNat. Archives,ref. GD 207/14758 & 118]

158 Amisfield, Dumfriesshire Scotland lies five miles north eastof Dumfries. The tower datesfrom
1600.Thefamily of Charterisof Amisfield datesbackto Sir ThomasCharteriswho waskilled in battle
in 1346. However, no-one by the name of Charterisis recordedas having died in January1770.
Rockhallis situatedabouteight miles southeastof Amisfield. It too is an ancienttower housewhich
datesbackin partsto the sixteenthcentury.Todayit is run asa small hotel. For centuriesis hasbeen
the houseof the Griersonfamily who were certainly residentin the eighteenthcentury. We must
assume therefore,that Mr Little lived nearby, perhap at Rockhall Mains or Rockhallhead.One
possibilityis thatthe Mr Little mentionedhasreportedthe deathof a memberof his own family who
lived in thevillage of Amisfield nearbythe old tower.



Imprudencies of two surviving Chil" M™ Sewell™ hurt by her Son’s neglect not
likely to continue long
Mar 17" 1770

159 Seementionof William Sewilin JC’ssecondetterof 1% August1766 page62, above.



[From JC’'s daughter,SarahCarlyle, to heruncle,Dr. GeorgeCarlyle]

To
Doct Carlyle

August25" 1769
Dr Sir
In aletterto my Papal seeyou havedesiredme to write to you for any musickthat|
want.| am greatlyobligedfor the Liberty of doing so, asit offersme an Opportunity
of writing to you which gives me greatplesureas it doesalso to write to my Dr.
Couzinsandshoudby this Opportunitybut amtold the shipwill sail this Eveningand
am afraid | cannotanswemy Dr Couzir? Letteras| shouddoein time, | still havea
Masterto attendme and haveenteredinto Thro’ Bassbut find it very deficult. My
papaonly intendsto keepme with the Masterthis season& | am in want Of some
agreeabléTunesthat | canLearnmyselfl seein a list of Musick by one Brimnerin
London a book of realsand Country Dances,A Bassfor the harpcicordvol the 1%
price five shillings which | woud be glad to have,its called the CalledonianPocket
Companion® — | supposeny papabeforethis hasacquaint’dyou with our greatloss
in my Late Mammait is a greatLossto my sister& me shewasa tenderMotherand
wish shehadlived a few yearsLongerthat | might beenintrustedto havetakenthe
careof papa houseuponmy own hand which is too muchfor me asyet. | shallwrite
my Cousinfully by a ship thatis now here,& Desireshewill excuseme now. | beg
my mostaffect. Complimentdo my DearAunt & my Couzins& believemeto be

Dr Sir Yr mostDutifull Neice

SarahCarlyle

180 Clearly Sarahwas being encouragedo remembether Scottishroots and culture, but shewas also
obviouslyin touchwith musiccomingout of London,presumablyhroughherteacherRobertBremner
(c. 17151789)startedbusiressasa musicpublisherin Edinburghin 1754.Betweenl757and1761,he

publishedhis Collection of ScotsReelsand Country Dances By 1762 he had openeda shopopposite
SomerseHousein the Strand,London.His mostfamouspublicationtodayis a versionof the tunenow

sungto the words of RobertBurns’ Auld Lang Syne which cameout in 1765. Howeverthe twelve
books of the Caledonian Pocket Companionwere producedin London in two volumes, not by

Bremner,as SarahCarlyle thought,but by anothereighteeth centurymusic publisherJamesOswald
(17101769).He rosefrom humblebeginningsn the small eastcoastScottishfishing village of Crail,

in Fife, to becomeChamberComposeito King Georgelll by 1761.[Oxford Dictionary of National

Biography vol. xxxii, p.87,& vol. vii, p.442.]



To
Cd JohnCarlyle
at

Alexandia

Annapolis9™ Ded 1769
DearSir

| did myselfthe pleasureof Writing you immediatly after the last Provincial Court—
informing You, that Mr Jenningshadinformed me That the Board of Revennuehad
given their Opinion to the Judgesof the Land Office That Pa[ten] should not be
issuedon Polks Cef — But as| neverhaveheardfrom you, | am apprehensivé/ou

havenotreceivedt. —

| am now to inform You, That this day | had a Meeting of the Judgesof the Land
Office here:- who havecometo the Resolutionof not grantinga 2 Patento Mr Polk
andthey directedtheir Clk to issueto Mr Polk Notice to Attend at next Provincial
Court(whenl Shallbein Annapolis)to heartheir Judgemenpronounced. ThusSir
haveyou andMr Carlyle gainedyour point (in part) at lasttho’ afteralong time and
muchTrouble.—

If Mr Polkwill still keeppossessior the questionnow is, how is heto beremoved:

It was proposedby M" Dulaney®* (of w" | wrote you) That a Pd of Confirmation

181 Daniel Dulany Jr. (17221797) was marriedin 1749 to RebeccaTasker(17241822), a sister of
BenjaminTaskerJr. (Taskerwasalsoan acquaintancavith JohnCarlyle probablythroughhis interest
in horses. We know that Cailyle imported and bred horses and Tasker similarly imported
thoroughbreds$or racing.) Dulanywasbornin Annapolis,Maryland,but educatedn Englandat Eton
andClareCollegeCambridge studiedlaw andwassubsequentlgalledto the Englishbarin 1742,but
returned to Maryland shortly afterwards and was admitted to the bar there in 1747. He was
subsequentlgescribedy CharlesCarroll as“indisputablythe bestlawyer on this continent.”In 1766
he publisheda pamphletentitled Considerationson the Propriety of Imposing Taxesin the British
Colonies,For the Purposeof Raisinga Revenueby Act of Parliamenturging that taxationwithout
representatiomvasa violation of the CommonLaw of England His strongpro-British feelingsforced
him to remainneutra during the RevolutionaryWar and he retired to his estate Hunting Ridge, near
Baltimore.In 1781the propertywas confiscatedas werethoseof otherloyalists,and Dulany moved
into Baltimore where he lived out the rest of his life. [Dictionary of Ameiican Biography vol. v, p.
499.]



Shouldbe obtainedin theNameof A Carlyle- & thenbring anEject: - But theJudges
haveinformed me That unlessYou havea Powerof Att” for that Specifick purpose

Suchmeasurecan’tbepursued You haveno suchPower,asthe Judge€Require.

The ad Way of getting Possessioiis — by Ejectment— Perhapst might be prudent
(tho’ an Ejectnd might be bro' immediatly) to let the matterlye over till the next

Provincial, whenwe mayhavean Opportunityof Speakingo M' Polk. -

As | amnowin the Feeway— perhapd.ymekills is indeliedto me a hansoméd-eefor
my Managemenof this tedeousaffair sofar.

My Baggages Sentoff to SaintMarys— & tomorrow| Settoff for Mr Westsmyself,
wherel shall be for Sometime'®?, - My Compl® to Acquaintances & | amto the
mostparticularrespect

D' Sir— Your most[papertorn] andobd Geo:Chalmers®

182 The Rev. William West (1737-1792) was Rector of St. Andrew’s Parishin St. Mary’s County
Marylandfrom 1767to 1772.He wasa brotherof JC's secondwife, Sybil West who haddied a few

monthsearlieron the 7" March 178. In 1778he returnedto Alexandriato serveasrectorof Fairfax
ParishservingChristChurch,butreturnedthe following yearto Marylandto be nearerthe family of his

wife SusanWalkerWest.[Jim Bish, “Hugh Westandthe WestFamily’s MomentousRolein Founding
andDevelopingAlexandria,” TheAlexandriaChronicle(Spring2010),p. 14.]

163 Adam Carlyle of Limekilns granteda Powerof Attorney to CharlesLittle and“George Chalmers
Esquire Attorney at law in Maryland” to enablethe sale of Hopewell to proceed. [Archives of

MarylandOnling, ProvincialCourtLandRecords1765177Q vol. 726,pp. 307-308]

Chalmerg17421825)wasbornin thenorthof Scotland at FochaberentheRiver Spey,near
Elgin, in Morayshire.After studyinglaw at EdinburghUniversty, he visited Maryland where one of
his uncleswasinvolvedin a disputeover land ownershipin 1763.For severalyearshe practisedasa
solicitor in Baltimore.JC clearly heardof this fellow countrymanwho wasskilful in legalland issues
and so employed him with his own land problemsin handling the affairs of Adam Carlyle of
Limekilns.

Siding vocally with the loyalistsin the lead up to AmericanindependenceChalmersfelt his
life underthreatandalwayscarrieda pistol whereverhe went. He was obliged to returnto Britain in
1775,where,in 1786,he gota postasChief Clerk to the Committeeof the Privy Council for tradeand
foreign plantationsat a salaryof £500 per annum He keptthis positionthe restof his life, which, not
being onerous,alowed him enoughsparetime to involve himself in his favourite occupationas an
antiquarian,both in Scotlandand Endand. His written works include his three volume history of
Scotland entitled Caledonia published between1807 and 1824, which he regarad as his most
importantwork. He alsowrote a Life of Mary Queenof Scots in 1818, which is full of his fervent
Jacobitismandpolitical prejudice [Oxford Dictionary of National Biography vol. x, pp.870-71.]



AlexandriaDed 12" 1769
My D' Brother

| wasfavour'dwith yoursof the 25" of Aug' for which | ammuchObliged, Your kind
Condolence& Advice | Receivewith Thanks,- | Live a disagreeald Life & keep
little Companyl am Afraid of Leaveingmy Little oneswhich keepsme Constantlyat
home,they asfarr as They CanEndevourto keepup my spiritts, which is very Low
Sumtimes& to Increasemy dejectiondeathhasbeenvery Com’onin my houseSince
M'™ Carlyle wastakenfrom me, | havelost Ten slavesYoung & Old & havehada
Very Sickly famely | thank God my self & my Little folks havebeenasWell as|

coudExpect,for which | amthankfull, for Six monthstogetherto haveSix or Eight at
a Time In fluxes, the hoopinCough&c is very disagreeablé& | hadoneVallueable
Slavedrownedall this | hopeis for my good,it bringsMe to Reflectthatal woraldly
Enjoymentsarenothingl havesStil SufficientLeft tho’ suchhopesare Considerablel

havehad very goodfortunefor severalYears,& perhapsvasnot sothankful for the
Blessingsl Red as| Shou'd been,howeverit be | am In hopesGod will give me
Patience& ResignationLet whatwill be Order’d for me — The SeveralDeathsyou
mentionwere Roundyou butthankGod Y" own famelyis Safe& Long maytheylive

to be A Blessingto you—

| amobligedto youfor Y' Careof Fosterd_etter his Wife & he are Usefulto metho’

theyareagreatcharge& SheSeemso bebreadingagain—

Mr Holmewill havea Copyof the Acc' hewantsl amExtreamSorreythatit doesnot
Suit him to Lett his moneyLay till we coudRaisemoneyfrom our WorksIf | hadnot
beenso Aflicted asl havebeen,andhadtime to havegoneAfter my debtshe shoud
havehad his moneyRemited by this time, the Scarcityof money& the Differances
with EnglandhasOccationedAlmost an Intire Stopto paymentd havehad Suitson
Bonds Near three Yearsin Court by the Delay of Bussinessbut we hope for A
ReconsiliationSoonwhenwe shalgetInto our former staté®* — The QuerryRelating

to Ironworksfrom Y' Friend! will takeal duecareof — Mrs Washington’sl/12 part,

184 The embargoon importing British goodswhich hadbeenimposedn May, andto which JC alluded
in his previousletter, wasclearlyhavinganadverseeffectonthelocal economy.



oncebelongedto Maj’ Law’ Washingtonwho marry® my first wifes Sister& Left me
his Acting Executor& Guardianto his only Dauchter, who dyedalsd® & thenthe
Estatefell to M" Aug' WashingtonwhoseWidow now hasit & | am told wantsto
Sel®®— When! hadthe managemen®f this Sharel did al in my powerto drawthe
Companyto A settlemen®& AppointedMr Math" Gale by powerof Attorneyto Cal
uponthemfor A Settlementvhich theyby manyPut Offs Evaded they Seemedrery
Averseto Let any body know their Profits, which at that time | was Pretty Wel
Ashuredwasvery Considerablé hadit from their AgenthereM" Chapmarwho dyed
Ab' Eight yearsAgoe & Sincel havebeeninformedthey havebeenVery Il managed
& havegot Little by them,| understoodately that M"™ WashingtorhasReceivedso
little that shewas determinedto Sel & gavethe Companythe Offer they order the
PreasantManiger (One of the Ownerssons)to make her an Offer but it was So
Inconsiderablethat She Dispisedit & the Offerer | never expectedto be further
Concernedwith the Works after the Deathof my ward Miss Washington& asthe
mostVallueableWorkslay Seveny milesfrom mel do notknow Somuchasl cou’d
wish for Y' Friends Satisfactionl thereforeLet Col: GeorgeWashingtonSeethe
Querrys& took his Advice in the Affair*®” he told me his Sisterin Law haddoneas
Above & thatthe works he knew were not Profitable from their bad Managemen&
Shewas determinedto Sel If M" JosephWatkinswho had beenA Managerbefore
coudnot be Prevaileduponto go backagain& that Shehad DesiredMr Watkinsto
give herhis Opinion of the Value Of the Whole'®® he Also Recommededhim to Me,
| amwell Acquaintedwith M" Watkins& Wrote him abouta month Agoe but have

not had his Answer If its SatisfactoryYou Shalhaveit Soon— the Works mustbe

165 GeorgeWashington’selder half brotherLawrence(17181752) marriedAnne Fairfax (17281761),
knownasNancy,in 1743.Shewasan older sisterof JC'sfirst wife Sarah(or Sally) Fairfax. Shegave
birth to four children.Thefirst threedied within a yearof their births, but the fourth, alsonamedSarah,
survived her father’'s deathin 1752 and becameJC’s ward. As her father’s heir she would have
inheritedMount Vernonandthe housebuilt by her father, but shedied sometime around 1754,aged
aboutfour years.[Paul Wilstach & Henry H. Saylotr Mount Vernon; Washington’sHome and the
Nation’s Shrine,(1930),p. 285.Gerry Webb,Fairfax of York (York 2001),p. 112]

186 Col. AugustineWashington(1720-1762) was Lawrence’simmediateyoungerbrother.He married
Ann Aylett (c.1726:1774) in 1743.With Lawrencehavingno further heir after his daughter'sdeath,
Augustinewould inherit Mount Vernonunderthe termsof his father’'swill, but he hadno wishto live
there and so it was passedto his next youngerhalf brother, GeorgeWashington,on the death of
Lawrence’swidow in 1761.[Mount Vernon Ladies Association,Mount Vernon Official Guidebook
pp.13&143.]

187 Thereis no knowingfor certainhow and where JC discussedhis issuewith GeorgeWashington.
However thereis a notein Washington'diary that JC visited Mount Vernonon the 2" October1769
andstayedo dinner;, his only recordedvisit to Mount Vernonsincethe previousJanuary

188 SeeJC’ssecondetterdated1™ August1766 page61, referringto this sameironworks.



worth A Very great Sum they have great stocksof Vallueable Slaves,And large
Tracts of Lands, & Were Reckon’d the most Vallueable works & under the best
Managemenbn this Continentwhile M" ChapmarLived, M" Law’ Washingtorused
to Vallue his 1/12 at threehundredp® SterligPerAnn, & manypurchasesf Lands&

Slaves& the Lancashirevorks waspurchasedhfter his deaththis muchl cansayof

my own knowledge but If Y" FriendwantsA further Accd If M" Watkinswill not
Speakwithoutit perhap9A fee of Tenpoundsmight Openhis Mouth, Or If heor You

desiresit | Will in the Springtake a Ride amongstthe Whole Works & Returnthe
best Information | can gett which is All | can doe at PreasentPorr W" Sewill

departedhis Life a few Weeksagoehe hasnot beenableto Sitt at his work for more
then Twelve months past, | believe he first broughtit on by hard drink?® & that
privately, he hasleft Two Sons& A Very honestindustriouswWidow he hasgiven his
SonsgoodEducationAs farr asthey arecome,they both Read& Write & the Oldest
is Learning Acco® | Expecthim to go to Sea,If the Grandmotherwoud take the
Youngone& havehim putto A Tradel think it wouddoewell W™ Sewill dyedVery
poor haveingSpentA greatof what he hadwith Doctors,We were obligedto Assist
in burying him — the boysare Smalthe OldestWilliam is 12 Y™ & Gébriel 10 Y™ of

Age, If | canl will gettthe Oldestto write to his Grandmother

| think | haveansweredll Y' Letter, & thereforshallnot Add but thatmy two Girills

are Writeing to their Cousins,CharlesLittle*®® & his brotherboth Proposedo Write

by this Oppertunety William is not yet comedown from the Iron Works but dayly
Expectedtheyarebothwell & Seemto Turn outaswell ascanbe ExpectedCharles
is Very Usefulto me—1 think | Shou’dhavewroteto my D" Sisterasshewassogood
as Write to me, but hope shewill Excuseme undermy preasantState of mind, |

Shou’dhavewrote her nothingbut what woud havemadeher TenderSensabléeart
palefor the Aflictions of An Affectionet Brother,May God bless& keepYou & her
& Y' D' Little oneslongtogetherSopraysY' Affectionet& Brother& Hble Servt

JohnCarlyle

189 A cousinof JC's. Seesecondetter dated1® August1766above page62.



P.S.Excusemeto my D" Nephewtell him by the time his next Letter (which | must
Insistupon)comesl Will write him fully If he Entersinto the Mercantalway of Life

& Shou’dcome herel neednot SaywhatPleasuret wou'’d give meto Seehim —

[GeorgeCarlyle’s notes]

M" Graham to forward by London

M" Graham for whom the Enquiry made much obliged begs his further assistance
full and minute Information by himself going up or with assistants to be satisfied
for his Trouble Time & Expenses with as much Dispatch as is consistont with
doing it well wich [sic] is in both their in" he sh® undertake it may be of use to his
Health & Spirits — Mr Carlyle'” & Friends much obliged for his Care sh® be so
glad if anything could be got as the Reversions here likely to be small and her
Death'" allowing him to dispose of what was settled upon her He imprudent had
Epileptic Fitts lately may possibly be shortlived — Mrs Sewell not able to do
anything with Boys if any Remittances will take Care as it possibly may at her
Death but Dang™ numerous famely suffic' for the whole — Enquiries at Lond" Ed"
N.C. [Newcastle] not able to procure d" Neices Commiss " She must be mistaken
in the Title'” Brimners Reels &c vilanous stuff strum strum octave Bass wait
more compleat order which shall have great Pleasure in observing punctually -
Sist" Bowes'” Death Sally with us valuable woman &c. Jo. to write from Wth"
[Whitehaven]  July 7™ 1770

170 Adam Carlyle of Limekilns.

" philadelphiaCarruthers,the wife of Adam Carlyle of Limekilns, died in June 1769. [Parish
Register St. Mungo’sParish,Dumfriesshire Scotland.]

172 Seepage72, note 160, re SarahCarlyle'sletter of the 25" August1769above detailingheroriginal
requestGeorgewill not havefound the musicshewantedbecauseshehad given him, not the wrong
title, butthewrongpublisher’'sname.

173 sarahBowes died on the 1% July 1770 aged51. She was a relative of GeorgeCarlyle’s wife,

maried to Ralph Lodge, who died aged67 in 1801.[MargaretJ. Ferguson(ed.), The Monumental
Inscriptionsin the Church & Churchyardof S. Cuthbert,Carlisle (Carlisle 1889), p. 5.] [Alexander
Young of Harburn Memoir of the Carlyles of Lymekills (1822) Manuscriptheld in the Library of

EdinburghUniversity, ref. La.ll.113.] Seementionof her alsoin letter abovedated21* August1769

page69.



To

Doct GeorgeCalyle
Physician

Carlisle
Cumberland

[In anotherhand]

To the Careof

Mr JohnDixon

MercH In
WhitehavenCumberland

[In athird hand]

Cork 5 April 1770Received
Forwardedoy Thy assured
Geo:Newson

AlexandriaJarf 28" 1770
D' Brother

| wrote you a month Agoe by the Hero Cag Smith, but | understandshe hasbeen
Detainedin the Ice thatl amin hopesthis will geton boardhernotthatl havemuch
to Add only to Inclose Two LettersOne from the Gentlemanthat | madelnquirey
aboutthe Ironworks — the other from the GentlemanSollicitor'’ that | Employ for

Limekills by which you will find We havehada greatdeal of Trouble & Expenceit

hasCostme £25 Sterf besidesTwo or threejourneysto Annapolis& M" Chalmers
will Expect£25 more, howeverat the Next Provincial Court | am In hopesto gett
thingsSettled,& Advirtise the Landsfor Salé’®, tho’ it's A badtime asmoneyis So

Scarcehoweverl will doemy best,- | am Sorreyfor his LadysDeatH"® -

17 GeorgeChalmers Jawyer, of Maryland. Seehis letter of the 9" Decemberl769 addressedo JC,
page73,above.

% The HopewellEstae, Maryland,which hadbeeninheritedby Adam Carlyle of Limekilns. Seepage
58, note124, attachedo JC’sfirst letter of the 1% August1766which givesdetailsof this matter.The



My little onesarewel & Joynin Comg®to you& Yours& amin hasteD" Sir

Y Affectiontly

JohnCarlyle

affair of the Hopewell sale dragged on for many more years. See Appendix pp. 81-85, for
correspondencef Adam CarlyleregardingHopewell.
16 philadelphiaCarruthers,the wife of Adam Carlyle of Limekilns, died in June 1769. [Parish
Register StMungo’sParish,Dumfriesshire Scotland.]



APPENDIX

Correspondencef Adam Carlyle of Limekilnsin which arereferenceso his
MarylandEstateof Hopewellwhich his cousin,
Col. JohnCarlyle,handledon his behalf.
National Archivesof SootlandreferencesD207/147ols. 15,80,140& 141

fol. 15

To
JohnCarruther€Esd of Holmaing”’
atKirkwood

To thecareof the PostMasterat Annan

DearSir

As | wantedto seeDr Carlyle'”®andMr Farishl wentto Carlisleon the Saturdayafter
you left this, from whencel wrote you all herewerewell and expectedo hearfrom

you in courseof post, and that | had sold my Galloway’® for £5=5. We are all

surprisedwe havenot heardfrom you yet, andbegyou will not fail to write by first

opportunityasit will relieveour anxiety,andgive usgreatpleasureo hearyou areall

well; Phily*#° did not provide any meallast week expectingyou would havesenther
somebeforethis. We havehad severalthingsto buy and notwithstandinghe price |

gotfor the Galloway We would havebeenquite bareof moneyif Lady Holmainshad
not supplyedus, Somustbegyou will takethefirst opportunityto sendus somemeal
(for we cannotmakebread,and but very bad porridge of the mealthatis to be had
here)andthe thingsyou took a noteof. And | begyou will not fail to remitme some
moneyat the sametime for | do not incline to apply to anybodyhere,unlessl had

directionson whomto draw or for what sum,andunlessl hearfrom you soon,| will

Y7 AdamCarlyle'sather-in-law.

8 Dr. George Carlyle JC'srother.

1 TheGallowayis a breedof horse.

180 phjladelphieCarruthers AdamCarlyle’swife.



be obligedto comeoverto Scotlandandgetaffairsfix’d in someway or otherbefore
| will applyto Mr Kirkwall (or anybodywho | believewould not refuseto supplyme
with a little moneyas| neededt. You mustbe sensiblewe areamongstrangersand
areat alosswhatto do; our gettingsettledheremustbe expensiveat first, butif that
was over, | cannotseebut we may live very cheaphereif we please,and that we
must,andwill do; I wish Mr Hay would write or speakdo Dr Hunterwith reguardto
Jamie;Dr Carlyleis to endeavourto get Geordiesettledwith somediscreetcaptainat
Whitehaven® he hada letter, which he showedme when| wasin Carlisle,from his
brotherJohnin which he sayshe wasto write me the next opportunity,which would
bein abouta week,the collonel sayshe hadrecoveredwo tractsof land value £200.
and that he expectedsoonto be in possessiorof anothercalled Hopewell which
would sell for betweenf400and £500but therewere somequit rentsdue® | expect
a letter everyday, andwill let you know assoonas| getit, the Doctor washerethe
lastweek;assoonasl hearfrom youwill write you particularlyabouteverythingthat
occurs.Let us know what is becomeof Peggyand Mary;*®3 Your Mother offers her
blessingto you your wife andbairns;Phily offersher complimentsand Rachig®* her
duty to you all, and if Miss Laurie is with you all here beg you will offer their
complimentdo herl am

DearSir

your aff® humbleservant

Adam Carlyle

Brampton31* Oct 1768

Remembethefranksfrom Capt' Douglasto yourself,mother,andme,andto Mr Hay

181 Cf. page 70, note by GeorgeCarlylewhich refers to this. Geordiewas Adam Carlyle’sson, born
1754.

182 cf, page58 above,letter of JCto hisbrother dated 1% August1766,thoughthis doesnot appearto
be the letter which Adamrefersto ashavingbeenshownto him by GeorgeCarlyle.Seealsopage68,
letter of JCdated 21% August1769whichconfirmshis estimateof value.

18 Thismaybe a referenceto Adam’sdaughters Margaret,born 1756,and Mary, born 1757.

18 AdamCarlyle’sdaughterRachelporn 1752.



fol. 80

To JohnCarruther€Esd
of Holmainsat Kirkwood

nearDumfries

DearSir

| havewrote you severaltimesandneverhadthe favour of an answerwhich makes
me very uneasysometimesat othertimeswhen | think of your silencel hope my

lettershavebeenmiscarried,or lost, | havewaited a goodwhile hopingto havethe
happines®of seeingyou here,but asthe seasons runningfaston | haveverturedto

sendyou the inclosedlettersfrom my cousinin Virginia inclosingthe opinion of Mr

Dulany*®® which | imaginewill convinceyou of the necessityof my doingsomething,
but | will nottill | seeyou,| would havebeenoverat Kirkwood beforenowto consult
with you but could not think of leavingmy bairns behindme here,if you cannotcome
herewrite meif | shouldcometo you with my bairnsand| will endeavouto make
thebestshift | canto cometo you, for whatl doin thataffair mustbedonesoon,l am
with my complimentgo Mrs Carruthers  Dea Sir

yoursaffectionately

Adam Carlyle

Brampton
26" March1771

185 cf.page73 above Jetter from GeorgeChalmergo JCdated 9" December 769.



fol. 140

Adam Carlyle Esd
Holmains

Dumfries

D' Sir,

| haveyoursof the 6™ this day,ananswerto which you possibly,or cousinMary may
havereceived py a letterwrote by my daughtetthis day sennightio say,thata young
womanwasto go from hencein the next Thursdays-ly, who wasa very dearesuirl,

andwho hadlived longin this place;anddesiringcousinMary to be here'till theyset
off. It is rare one can hearof passengerany time beforethe Fly goesoff, so asto

conveyan acc to you. The passagdrom this to Leedsis £1-10-0, from Leedsto

London£1-11-6, wherethreeplacesarereservedin the old Leedscoach,for suchas
arrivein the Diligence,which is the carriageusedfrom hence andonly carriesthree.
Sevenpoundsof luggageonly is allowed;for all above they pay four pencea pound
— the Diligence goesoff every Tuesdayand ThursdayForenoonat twelve; thereis

alsoa coachgoesout every Tuesdayand Thursdaynight, uponthe sameterms.— |

amnow to acknowledgehereceiptof yoursby M" Cuth Atkinson:1 own | wasvery
muchsurprisedto hearnothingfrom you, for solong a time, after | hadwrote to tell

you of my expectationof the money; but at last to be shown a letter from M"

Carrutherso M" Borrodale,desiringme to pay it to him, for his andM" Atkinson’s
use,without any order from you, or taking the leastnotice of the applicationl had
recommendedo be madeof it this | did not think treatingonecivily. And | amsure,
M" Farish andthe Bishop,for whom he acts,havebeenusedvery uncivily; not only

by neverhavingreceivedone farthing towardspaymentof whatis duefor the house,
afterthe promisesmadeby you of it; but not the leastnoticetaken of the manyletters
Mr Farishhaswrote,bothto M" Carruthersandyou, uponthe subject which hesurely
wasintitled to asa gentlemanl shouldnot havementionedthis so often, hadl not
looked upon myself as accessoryto this non payment;as| know the indulgenceof

allowing the sale,and removal of the remainderof the goodsfrom Brampton,was
chiefly out of regardto me: butthatl find hasno weightwith you. As this is the case,
you must allow me to mentionthe settling my own account,beforel part with the

moneyin my hands;as,in the presenstateof affairs, it is very uncertainwhetheryou



may receiveany more from America: sincethe receiptof the microscopefrom Ed,
for which | gaveyou credit, | reckonmy attendancesat Bramptonand Waverton,at
tenguineasif you aresatisfiedwith this, | shall pay the remainderof the bill to your
order,for theuseof Mr AtkinsonandBorrodale;l own theyarejustly intitled to their
money,but the Bishopsdebtis of an older date: perhapshe canbetterbearthe loss:
yet you must not be surprised,if your entire silence should have disagreeable
consequencesam,

S

Your affect. Humbleserv

GeorgeCarlyle

CarlisleDecr8" 1775



fol. 141

DearSir

| am not a little surprizedthat | have heardnothing from you in answerto my last
letter; & still moresurprizedatwhatD" Carlyletells metoday— thathe hasreceiveda

remittancefrom Virginia on your behalf,& thatyour brotherhasorderedit to be paid

to Mr Borrowdale, without taking any notice of the debt due to the Bishop of

RochesterAs the D" wassomuchconcernedn procuringyou the houseat first, this

is certainly using him very ill, as well as myself & his Lordship. Mr Carruthers
promisedme upon the word of a Gentlemanthat all the arrearsof rent should be

immediatelypaid; you haverepeatedlygiven me the sameassurancegourself;- what
thenam | to think of this way of proceeding? Nothing would havebeeneasierfor

me, thanto haveseizedthe goodsin the houseto dischargehis debt:l declinedtaking

this methodout of pure regardfor you, & an unwillingnessto exposeyou to the
disgracew" sucha stepmusthavebeenattendedwith — | leaveyou to judge whther
this is making any suitablereturnto my regard.— | havedesiredthe D" to keepthe

moneyin his handstill | hearfrom you,w™ | expectto do very soon,& am

Sir Your humbleserv

JFarish

Carlisle
2Ded 1775
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(Cumberlandlown), 39n
(St.Mary’s County),74
(SomerseCounty),14n
Mascarene]eanPaul,10n
Mason,George69n
Massachusettg2n,46n,69n
Mayor, Mr., 2
Mayson,Col., 52
Mercer,Georgep5
Minor, Mr., 63
Montcalmde,GeneraMarquisLouis
Joseph51n
Montreal,42n
Morris, Lewis, 44n
Morris, GovernorRobertHunter,43,
44n
Morris, Capt.Roger,42n
MorissaniaNew York, 44n
Mount Airy, Maryland,65n
MountVernon,14n,16n,65, 76n
Murray, Rachel,(seeCarlyle)
Myrtle wax candles25, 30
Negros,(seealso‘slaves’),16, 25, 30,
32,54
(Billey), 53
(Eastey, 54
(Hudson) 53
(Miller), 54
(Mirtilen), 54
(Poplin), 54
(Viva), 53
NetherlandFrances(seeCarlyle)
NetherlandWade,14n
New England43
New Jersey44n
New Orleans38,39n
New York, 39,42n,43n,44n,46n,
51n,55



Newcastleon-Tyne,England,5n, 6n,
60n
Newson George,79
Newspapers,
(Newcastle)s, 7,8, 11
(Maryland),51
(Pennsylvania)p1
(Virginia), 51
NiagaraA43n,45-46
Nicholson,Capt.Clement,52
North, Lord, 45n
North Carolina,38
NorthumberlandiEngland,68n
NovaScotia,9, 43n,45
Nutter,John,58
Nutter,Margaret,(seeCarlyle)
Ohio Companyof Virginia, 39n
OhioValley, 39n
Ontario,Lake,43n
Orleans 38
OrmathwaiteHall, 22n
Orme,Capt.Robert,42n
Oswald,Jamesy2n
PacificOcean38
Pagan,John,9n
Papcastlel
PatricksonMr., 6
Pennsylvania43,44n
(CumberlandCounty),50
(JumonvilleGlen),39n
Pettit,Mr., 52
Philadelphiay
Philip V, King of Spain,8
Philipse,Frederick42n
Philipse,Mary, 42n
PiacenzaBattle of, 8n
Piper,Mr., 53
PittsburghPennsylvania3on
Polk,Mr., 73,74
Ponsonlg, Mr., 6
PonsonbyWilliam, 1,
PotomadRiver,5n,9n,14n,18
PrestonEngland44n
PrinceWilliam County,Virginia, 55
Privateers18
Privy Council,74n
Provencey
Quebec35,38n,39n,40n,41n,42n,
51n
QuiberonBay, Battle of, 49nRaleigh

Tavern,69n
RamsayWilliam, 53n,59,61,62n
RappahannocRiver, 14n
RedmanMr., 17,18
RevenueBoardof, 73
Reynolds Sir Joshua42n,45n
Rhodelsland,New York, 45
Rivers,
(Allegheny),38n
Canada(St.Lawrence) 38
(Mississippi),35, 38,39n,43
(Monongah&a River,
Battleof), 42n,43
(Mohawk),45n
(Ohio), 35, 38,39,42n,43,51
(Potomac),14n,39n,43
(Shenandoah}3, 62
RobinsonCapt.,57,61
RobinsonMr. of Cockermouth;11
Robinson Sir Thomas44n
Rockhall,Dumfriesshire70
RockhallMains,70n
Rockhallhead,70n
Rockingham/Lord, 46n
RotheramRev.Dr. Caleb,6, 10,11,
29
RotheramDr. John,6, 11
Routledgeh9n,64-65
Royal AmericanRegiment49n,50n
RutledgeMr., 28
S, Mr., (authorof anessay)g, 7
StKitts, 33
St. Mary’s County,Maryland,74
SardiniaKing of, 7
Sassafras}
ScalebyCastle,Cumberland28n
Scrofula,69
Seuale(Sewell?) Laird, 3
Sewell,Mrs (motherof William), 60,
68,71,77-78
Sewell,Mrs (wife of William), 68,77
Sewell,Gabriel(sonof William), 68,
77
Sewell,William, 60,62,68,77
Sewell,William (sonof William), 68,
77
SharpeGovernorHoratio,43n,44,
68n
ShawnedndianFields,43
Shenandoalb3, 62



Shepherdir., 5, 10,29
ShepherdMr. JusticeThomaspn
Ships,
(Alcide), 46n
(Bramty),27
(Griffin), 15
(Hero),79
(Hicks), 32,41
(Hudson)4,6n,7,10,14,17,
18,19,20,21,27,28,
30,32,41,49,52,70
(Lys),46n
(Nancy),61
(Olive), 9, 13,18
(Success?8
Shirley, GovernorWilliam, 42n,43,
44n,45-47
Shirley,William Jnr.,42n,44n
Shouell,Robet, 3
SingletonMr., 21
Six Nations,43n,44n,45
Skyrin,Mr., 9,10,11,13
Slaves(seealso‘negros’),16,45n,46,
67,75,77
Smith, Captain,79
Smithtown,Ireland,45n
SomerseCounty,Maryland,14n
Sourby,Mr., 3
Spain,Philip V, King of, 8
Speddig Mary, 22n
Spithead46
StampAct, 42n,44n,46n,63, 69
Stanwix,Col. John,50
StephenCol. Adam,55
StephinsonMr., 53
StricklandHouse 5n
Strickland,Thomas6n
Stuart,(Bonnie)PrinceCharles4,
7n,46n
TangierHouse 6n
Tasker,Rebecca(seeDulany)
Tasker,Benjamin,73n
Tate,Mr., of Whitehaven 19
Tax,41,44n,47
Tenants25
Todd,William, 27
TownshendHon. Audrey,42n
TownshendCharles42n
Townshendyiscount,42n
Vermont,45n

Virginia, 4, 13,18, 24,44,45n,49n
(Assembly),38
(Councilof), 44n
(CumberlandCounty),14n
(Fairfax County),55
(FrederickCounty),55
(Houseof Burgesses)38,47,
55n,69
(LoudounCounty),55
(Militia Regiment)39,41,46
(PrinceWilliam County),55
W. Mr., 19
Wade,GeneralGeorge pn
Wakefield,England,48
Walker,Sarah (seeFairfax)
Walker,Susan(seeWest)
Walter,Richard,19n
Wamphreylady, (seeJohnston,
Isobel)
WarrenAnne, (seeJohnson)
Warren,Admiral Sir Peter45
WashingtonAnn néeAylett, (wife of
AugustineWashington),76
Washingbn, Anne néeFairfax, (wife
of LawrenceWashington)14n,
24,35n,76
Washington Augustine (fatherof
GeorgeWashington)335n
WashingtonAugustine (brotherof
GeorgeWashington35n,76
WashingtonGeorge4n, 14n,16n,35,
36,38-39,43,47,50,54n,55,
62n,65,69n,76
WashingtonLawrence 14n,24n, 35,
76-77
WashingtonMartha,54n,65n
WashingtonSarah(daughterof
LawrenceWashington)76
Watkins,Joseph62n,76-77
WestCol. John,55
West,Hugh,58n
West,Susan,/4n
West,Sybil, (seeCalyle)
West,Sybil néeHarrison,58n
West,Rev.William, 74
WestlIndies,9n, 26,27,59
WestJersey45
Whitehall, Annapolis,44n



WhitehavenEngland,1, 6, 10,11, 19,
21,22n,24,27n,29,57,61,78,79

Wight, Isle of, 50n

William Prince,(seeCumbeland,
Duke of)

Williamsburg,Virginia, 35,40n,64,
65n,69n

WilliamsburgGazette55n

Wills Creek,39n,44n

Wilson, Capt.,30, 33,37-39,48

Wilson, Robert,54n

Wilson, Toby, 28,50

Wolfe, Maj. Gen.James42n

Wood,Mr., 55

Workington,England,1

Wren,Barbara6

York, 42n
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